Ref: 93-F0I-0513

Mr. Jeffrey M. Goldberc
. 7.

Dear Mrp Goldberg:

This responds to vour Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request of February 22, 1992. Our interim response of March &,
1993, refers. . <

We have been advised by the Office of the Executive
Secretariat, Organization of the Joint Staff (JS) and the Office
of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (European and NATO
Policy) that the enclosed documents are responsive to your
request,.. The information that has been redacted, and other
documents that have been denied in total, are currently and
properly classified in accordance with Executive Order 12356,
Section 1.3(a) (3), and (5) concerning foreign government
information, and foreign relations or foreign activities of the
United States the release of which would damage national
security, or 1s an inter agency memorandum which is deliberative

- in nature and used in the decision making process. Consequently,

Major General Gene A. Deegan, USMC, Organization of the Joint
Staff, Mr. George W. Badner, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary
of Defense, European and NATO Policy, and Commander Richard L.
Rodgers, USN, Office of the Executive Secretary, have denied
release of the information pursuant to Title 5 USC 552 (b) (1) and
(b) (5) .

You have the right to appeal General Deegan, Mr. Badner, and
Commander Rodgers’ decision to deny this information. Any such
appeal should offer justification to support reversal of the
initial denial and should be forwarded, within 60 calendar days
of the date of this letter, to the Office of the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs), DFOISR, Room 2C757,
Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301-1400.

Previously released documents are considered to be in the
public domain. Public domain documents are released to
subsequent FOIA requesters at the cost of reproduction of the
information. This is based on a concept of eguity to the general
public, wherein the cost to reproduce publicly available
documents should be borne by the requester and not the public at
large. '
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CCEJECT: Alr. Lrafrlc in the Tyrrhenlan Sea (L)

: (é% Italian MOD. Zanone has 1"a:f.sed ‘the subﬂec;‘offaitﬂ' ;
wauauwf in the Tyrrhenian Sea_ and the inquiry- uwderway'regarding‘~'

Awnd . ccrrercial aircraft crash in 1980. as you know- Secretary C
CREEHSE *ad assured him that &ll information relating

ng to the event
— " the US-would re provided to the ccmmittee cf lnculrv. .Sut

Sulbs

irawing on ycur 10 Jan 89 memo, Secretary Taft sent- the a:&

Tero to Arbassacor Petrlgnanl on 24 Jan €9 reafrlrmlug ‘th

L vs did not have ships or aircraft operatlnc in,the[Tyrrheni
- ‘a2t the tlne .cf the DC 9 Crash. 7. ‘ _ et T

I
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Ronald F. Lehman 1T
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- Ambassador E. and P.
-~Embassy of Italy

" THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.

" WASMINGTON, D.C. 20301 -

Hls Excellency Rlnaldo Petrlgnanl

Washlngton. DC~ 20009 e

- Dear Mr . Ambassador'

: Persuant tc ycur request of 27 December 1988, we'agazn o
checked into whether any U.S. military aircraft.-or ships. were .
‘operating in the. designated areas on 27 June’ 1980, and whether -~
- we have. any information from the radar aystems of U s=~equ1pmengg_
: roperatlng in or near the area. , T S

a All Military Commanders in the area have been querled in .o
"response to your Aide Memoire of 27 December 1988 ‘and all. infor="-
mation available indicates that the United Statee“ﬂlﬁ -not-have L
'ghips or aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the ‘time of T 7L
"the DC-9 crash. Since there were no U.S. aircraft or. vessels e '

;*7operating in the zone as defined in your Aide Memoire or in. ‘other

areas sufficiently close as to allow radar monitoring. of ‘the: zone
‘where the incident occurred, there is no lnfcrnatlon that can be .-

'"e”,prov1ded from U. S. radar systems. - .',__“. walis T ;:;ng,ﬁf

"E'let me know.;",_

o I hope that thls lnfcrmatlon is beneflclal to the lnvestxgatlngﬁ'
commission. -If I can be of any further help on’ this lssne pleese~-g

willlam ‘H, Taft' Ivfff‘;”
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Potential I+a11an Ambassador Request for. °"EEEH“

Informatron rrom CJCS : S E" ;Jmm( L mm() mh' LA
' : . N HELEASE run vott S

SUBJECT -

Jmnhl*_ s V-['”’l .

- LheTios suwwaRy - , 4 ' :

{ 1. Purpose. Provide CJCS with information concerning a potential request by
Italian Ambassador Petrignani to meet with . CJCS concernlng US involvement 1n
th°,1980 Ustica Air Disaster. _ ‘ )

~

4,;5Di3cussion{

A At 1615 today, AMEMBASSY Rome Pol-Mil Offlcer contacted EURDIV AO to.
'-fwnform him of the following: On afternoon of 22 Mar 89, UsS Ambassador to
taly Rabb met with MOD Zanone during a Congre351onal Delegatlon visit.
. After the visit, Zanone requested Rabb remain to dlscuss the matter of US
: rnvolvement ln the 1980 Ustica Alr Dlsaster.

. b. Zzanone has concerns that the recently released results of the S
 investigation into the circumstances surrounding the crash of: the DC-9
are stimulating great speculation that the US was 1nvolved.; He de51res
to cbtain. reassurance of US nonlnvolvement in the’ 1n01dent.:

c. Amb Rakk rcccnncnaed tc Zanone that it mlght be useful for Italy 5
.Ambassador to the US Petrignani to visit C€JCS to obtaln the official US
military position on the matter. Amb Rabb intends to call CJCs.on Wed,
23 Mar 89, to inform him of h1s recommendation to Zanone. R e f“‘

d. OASD/ISP 1s currently working a package in coordlnatlon w1th ‘the"
Jolnt Staff to respond to an Italian Embassy request for information. »
5P had prev1ously provided information to the effect that the US had no
lnvolvement in the 1nc1dent. J01nt Staff/J -3 prov1ded lnput to the
Drev1ous responses.

é.’ Tabs prov1de recent message traff1c on the 1ssuepf; 

1 3. Recommendatlon. None. - Prov1ded_for‘Info_Only.

ACTION OFFICER B o ~* COORDINATION/APPROVAL , -
e OFFICE |~  HAME\ DATE EXTENSION OFFICE *| - NAME & DATE - EXTENSION
Gary LaGassey J=-5 | 1.7 alx- %, " - —
"Major, USAF . ‘af 1 A DA
EURDIV,. J-5 b ihCebdhdihaibaiatibidids M
49434/227

o [Cunssimcanion, CONFIDE )r/ Ia . “‘E‘EA"‘E“%S J5,DECL OADR . - .

_ VREVIU'JS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM ARE’ OBSOLETE
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B I T [ _action
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‘ﬁff-SUBJECT;, Investhatlon’on ‘the Downlng,of f,“' SERVICE ACTIO."‘k

S ITAVIA DC-9 in the. Central >7ZQ4VOTE( )COORD( )INFO( )NONE(?
f,r_ryrrhenlan Sea on 27 June 1980 R S i
= , . . L LT, RELEASE FOR VOTE

'f‘} J-DIR_

ACTION SUWARY

_15; lhe Deputy Secretarv of Defense requested £ in- response to an- Itallan 5
- Embassy request,** that the US prov1de any 1nformatlon avallable wh1ch
m1gnr nave a bearlng on the downlng of an ITAVIA DC 9 on. 27 uune 1980

'z_~poroor1ate agenc1es-tesearched thls 1nformat10n at an earller date
‘and determined that the US did:not have . aircraft or ‘ships’ operatlng in the ;
srea at the time of the crash. This information has been’ reverlfled WIth
USEUCOM.. “The" attached proposéed’ DJS memorandumplnforms the Deputy i
Secretary of Defense of this fact and- prov1oes ‘a proposed memorandum for
Wresponse to tne Itallan Ambassador : PR L .

o

v *:‘3} Recommend DJS approve and forward attached proposed memorandum

iAttachment4kﬁ

“References: . ST ' : S U

.- *DepSecDef Memo, 29 Dec 88 Qesponse to rtallan Aide Wem01re

'***Ttallan Embassy Aide Memolre, 27 Dec 88 (SJS 1516/092 g
SJS 1=16/092 01) L

4 WangC2 i .
: erODEUCOI 23773;p
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* THE JOINT STAFF -
WASHINGTON, D.C._ -

- DJSM 28-89 i Lo
- 10 January 1989 @l < ilio

MEMORANDUM FOR. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

f-}SubJect Response to Itallan Alde Mem01re

;f‘The Jolnt Staff has rev1ewed the 1nformatlon outllned 1n the

. references to your memorandum* and verlfled that there were no;f;ﬁhi
‘hUS a1rcraft or vessels in the area at the t1me of the Ustlca

'falr crash Based upon thls rev1ew the attached proposed

_memorandum has been prepared as a suggested response to the |

Itallan Alde Memolre

RICHARD B. GOETZE JR
. .Major General, USAF o
:¥V1ce Dlrector. J01nt Staff

Attachment .

Reference ' o : : S O
*Deputy Secretary of Defense Memorandum, 29.December11988,d>”f'
subject as abov S , L RN




S APPENDIX |
- "DRAFT

"“7'Subject' Investlgatlon on the Downlng of ITAVIA DC-9 1n the

7?hgt‘Commander in Chlef . Us Navy, Europe, and the Commander, US

Central Tyrrhenzan Sea on. 27 June 1980

iifThe J01nt Staff Chlef of Naval Operatlons, US natlonal and

"?naval 1ntelllgence agen01es, Us. Commander 1n Chlef zurope,fefal“:l"

“rff'81xth Fleet have been querled in- response to your Alde

e Memozre of 27 December 1988 and all 1nformatlon ava11ab1e1'7‘"

T”‘“f‘.'z.nd:Lcates that the Unlted States d1d not have shlps or s
Lvalrcraft operatlng in the Tyrrhenlan Sea at the tlme of the

'»rDC—9 crash . Slnce there were. no US aircraft or vessels

'operatlng in the’ Tyrrhenlan Sea at the t1me in questlon theref”

“.'»’@ls no 1nformatzon that can be prov1ded from US radar systems
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' AT e Drs'rmsu'r‘zon ©B plus ™
_CIRCOLATED ?on INFORMATION. LI e
______COMPLETES ACTION . R ok S e
- REFERRED TO__J-3 AR
' CONNECTION WITH st 1516/092 SR ‘D'at'e:, 4 January 1989 .
”.'INSTRIJC'J.'IONS'-“.' - — TR S

L THE DEPUTY,SECRETARY eF'bEFENss; 2

[

g vusmnc*ron o €. zo:m

.-n’ g S

2 UR Ptess Guidance,
';“maccusations. =

:78!ﬁxome, asg,
jicamair Crash-'

=”.tdﬁthe*Italian.AmbaBSador'to-thel :
o natdo Petrignani, presentad me with :he:ntti
uq;stinqrspecific information pertainxng £o::
-;:‘“’ iu civilian airline ,

L : : ‘*eferences A and B, it appears that ve,
> to thewta:ee%guestions asked in the aide Memoire, albeit not. inra-
~formal manner. ' ‘Réquest: you task the appropriate organization to -

review the matter ‘contained in _the Aide Memoxre and prepare a. dtaft
;:response £tom me to Ambassador Petrignani B

L As the Italian government'
~ crash is working under specific.
- havan your answer :

-have responded

‘ - . '

s commiss;on investigating the Ustica
constraints, I would appreciate

RSN My POC for this ject—s=Hr. Glenn Lazarus,~OASD/ISP(EUR)r
Room 4D776, X72201._ SR R e RN
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CEB/TRAZAVP: JSGRAVATT: SAB 55?7'! S S
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| EUR/UEIRSNYDER  NTSBIRBENSON. AL: - s Ay R
FAA/AFS -300: JCHACIDULL Pﬂ/RASA/ISP COL JREAST “*ti;tit. S
InmErTATE T Rone. ER N e oy rmeamt e

WPRIORITY LONDON- PARIS PRIORITY. BONN PRIORITYa NAPLES PRIORITYa _
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| THE U.S. AND THE USTICA AIR CRASH OF ITAVIA " Rs

- dC-9 . L .
‘1. THE DEPARTMENT HAS OBTAINED THE FOLLONING INFORHATION .;Sﬂfgsa
FROM THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD {NTSB} AS. T ,
A PARTIAL ANSUER TO REFTEL. { . | e _,re-——f——
2. IN ACCORDANCE WITH GRAVATT/NOOD TELECONa JOSEPH ’.» S R
PONTECORVO OF THE U.S. FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION L ——

{FAAY. THEN AT ROME. WAS APPOINTED BY NTSB AS THE U.S. ' i

ACCREDITED REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE SUBJECT AIR CRASH. =
~ NMR. PONTECORVO CAN NOW BE REACHED IN THE FLIGHT L e——
A‘STANDARDS OFFICE OF FAA AT BRUSSELS. . S L

3. FOLLOWING THE CRASH. AT THE REGUEST oF THE ITALIAN P ——
/- GOVERNMENT _ JOHN C. MACIDULL {NOW AT FAA HEADQUARTERS - =~ i_ -
 ON 202-2b7-9L39}, THEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR. AIRCRAFT I~ K
-~ PERFORMANCEs AT NTSB. PASSED TO THE ITALIAN GGVERNMENT R

.- HIS ANALYSIS OF THE RADAR RECORDING {PARA. 3 oF REFTEL}.. . § -
© NO copxcs WERE KEPT BY NTSB. AT THE TInE OF THE . .- ;

e —— L .- P s e e amemie ekme sl el e Geims e Sl

- l}“{fgff~i'-sf§f?ffﬂ“{5'f};f:rggnu:-ij'fff UNCLASSIFIED

Cems Ll . ., R T P ! o e - Y R "-q NP S




o UNCLASSIFIED S R

: »f."'-".';'FALKLANDS hlARa HACIDULL S REPORT hlAS REVEALED IN DETAIL L
. .ON AN HOUR- =1.ONG BBC PANORAMA PROGRAM BY. TOM MANGOLD ",
o {THE: PROGRAM WAS NOT SHOWUN IN THE U.S. AND HACIDULL.-:DOES;,AT
' 7".,NOT KNOU HOw HIS REPORT WAS. OBTAINED 3y R

S NS ON JUNE 11 1987+ THE NTSB ASSISTED AN ITALIAN
.. . DELEGATION IN THE READ-OUT OF THE ITAVIA DC=9'S
 COCKPIT VOICE RECORDER. WHICH HAD BEEN IN THE SEA FOR.
* SEVEN YEARS -BUT WAS IN GOOD CONDITION. THE. TAPE READ
“ v AS_IF EVERYTHING UAS NORMAL IN THE COCKPIT. BUT - THEN
. THERE CAME A SUDDEN END. APPARENTLY INDICATING A
. COMPLETE ELECTRICAL FAILURE IN THE AIRCRAFT.:,;V

5. NTSB IS TRYING TO REACH STEVEN LUND+ WHO o
,'”PARTICIPATED IN THE. nCDONNELL DOUGLAS INVESTIGATION vv

. UNCLASSIFIED




JOINT STAFF ACTION Pnocsssme FO:RM':

T T [ cussincaTon '] DIRECTORATE ACTION' nu
THRU: . g : - RIS i“ D

_&4 MAR 13?_9_.

o g L o SIS ACTION SUSPEISE o
TN L e R e S | apPROVAL 24 Mar 89
;_¢}9,2 }2t_;{ﬂ%..‘, S N o :mmw%}" j uswmm
R R - T : © | ¢ | NFORMATION ' 1808/111 00
SURIERT i SER) vIcs '"*"m RECUTSTED. ’
- CJCS Meeting with Italian Ambassador. - ' YOTE () €O0RD () RO () LR

RELEASE rua VOTE__

- J-DIR __;

.ms‘ oy

ACTION SUMMARY. . ]

2. Recommendation. ~ CJCS use tauclng n01nts,c.t Tab B
Amb. Petrignani.

1.  Purpose. Attached position Haper prov1des CUCD w1th background 1nforma-
tion for 27 March 1989 mex_tlng with Italian Ambassador Petrlgnanl.

or hlS meetlng w1th

ACTION OFFiCER . | - o  COORDINATION'APPROVAL B o
Gary LaGassey | OFFicE /*\ -} WAME & DATE . EXTENSION | oFFICE NAME & DATE EXTENSION
Major, USAF . - J-5 f'""‘/ /l,é,,/( e : — -
EURBIV, J=-5 . A 7

" /o

PPGL0405 . “,,,Ag,x,m,u.,;.arummm

TPGLO406 _ _
P J-3 JQD. CQL Womble 52548

', ;CLILJS Dx

_ DME or PREPAHAHOI . J cuassikicaTion, - T nscus mamucru)ns

pnrwaus sumous oF rms rmm ARE ossms‘r! vl




Lon AmbasSaer-OffL:e Call cn C3CS7 . 7ol

- . I=malia
sl --;,x::ﬂ'T?urcese ' To provide CJCS with Lack: ground i::cr‘~~*ﬂn £
nis meet 35 with Italian Ambassador Petri qnan1 scueau »
27 “arc 1989. Bﬁography at Aope"dﬂx A,
T2.»'(S) -HajoriP01nts.“ Sugcested alk'ng UOlutS at nnoend Y‘B.v”g’?
“.:3., (U) ‘Backaround. MCD Zanone has dlrected Ambassador Petrlqnan*£*=

- ‘Lo &Hz2et with CJCS to cbtaln reassurance t“at US had n ”r“v0rvement_5v”"
- " in the downing of an ITAVIA DC-9 near the island of Us+s icaen 27 0
° June 1980. Zanone is hopeful that further official reassurance will ..
“assist in his ongoing 1nvest1qatlon of the matter. CJCS can expect ‘
Porrlgnanl to leave an aide memodire requesting additicral -
ormation about US activities in t“e‘rec on, rather than
c;rlc area of the incident. _ : - ’ _

(U) ‘DLSCussion.fw

_ v-(Uj- on 27 June 1980, an ITAVIA DC S Flv1nq between Bolo~na’g~
and Palermo crashed in the sea near the island of Ustlca, nor*h¢*
~of SlClly 81 oeople were kllled (Appendlx QC). -

,b. (U) The cause of the crash was never determined, although o
there was ccnsiderable speculation that it might have Leen shot
] down or run into by a Libyan MIG, there was a bomb aboard, or a.
ﬁfm1551le had shot it down (Appenﬂlx D) :

(o (U) In Oct 1988 -eight years after the rnc1den ~the

lingering mystery erupted as a full-blown vpolitical _
‘controversy. Italian. TV and print media accused the: Italian
'.government of covering up Italian military culpabll ty in the

’incident (Apnendlx E). Var*ous theories. surfaced and on 9 Nov
+ /288, PM De Mita named a cecrmission of rnqulrj to look into the
~:incident (Abpendlx F). The commission was in addltlcﬂ to an

- on- corﬂg ingquiry by an 1ﬂvestrqat1ng raglstrate.e

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER -~ . . CLASSIFIED =¥ SIxc TOR, J-5"
RELEASE COVERED BY .~~~ ' = DEICLASSIFY ON OADR ¢
JCS MOP 39 T e e




“‘d. 7\879eﬁs+—+ae) In early January 83, Gen. Calv1n dlreceed noﬂ"”
' usey to provide him with any 1nfornat1on which. AFSOLT% ulaht _
.. have which was relevant to the incident. ADM Busey's: response"ﬂ
©fARppendiv G) vepsorted that AFSATTY had no recerd of airciafc 7
'hav1ng been scrambled, of any other unusual nilitary alrcraft
activity, or of any missile firings on 27 Jun 80. Gen~ Galvrn
forwarded the report to NATO Secretary General WOerner ‘on’ 26 Jan"
-89 (Appendix H). (FYI: While we have reason to belleve that o
. ‘Wdrner forwarded the report to the Italians, SHAPE has requested3:'
. that thrs correspondence be kept close hold) A ’

(U) Oon 27 Dec 88 Ambassador Petrignani presented DEPSECDEF o
Taft with an Aide Memoire (Appendix I) requestlng specific . .
information pertaining to the incident. His response- (Appendlx
J), which was developed from a Joint Staff. input 1nd1cated that
- the US did not have ships or aircraft operatlng 1n the o
-Tyrrhenlan Sea at the tvme of the crash. S

'f. (U) The controversy coritinued to bubble in Italy ’ A 19 Febw._‘=
89 article in L'Vspresso magazine (Appendix K) presented a = .. R
. hypothetical case in which two US F-14s shooting at Libyan MIGS
- -dccidently hit the airliner, causing both it and a MIG to go . N
- . down. The article. spurred a new serles of questlons and rumors."

. g.  (U)y on 16 Far 89, a panel of techn1ca1 experts appolnted by‘
S the ;:uo::;;atlng “aglstrate concluded that the plane was -

‘ﬁ'brought down by a missile, but could not identify who fired it

~ (Appendix L). MOD Zanone reacted by ordering the ‘Air Force

" Chief of Staff to begin a technical-administrative investigation
~ to determine why Italian radars did not see what happened the
;-evening of June 27 and to determine if anyone had caused the

_ disappearance of any relevant information that would have
.assisted the investigation.  As para 4 of the message points
‘out, there has been continuing controversy over gaps in the

. radar reglst” tions from scme stations and most recently the |

- destruction in 1984 of the orlglnal log” of radar plottlngs takenv
'the day in question at the radar statlon 1n Licola..

~h. (U) ©On 22 Mar 89 Arb Rabb met wlth NOD Zanone - Zanone
' expressed his concerns that the maglstrate s report is stlrrlng
even greater peculatlon that the US was involved. He de51res
' to obtain reassurance of US ncninvolvement in the incident. . amb
-+ ' Rabb suggested that it might be helpful 1f Amb Petrlgnlanl couldfj:
- meet w1th cJ S to ob ain the. reassurance_ anone de 1res S a




o p01nts at Tab B, that the US had no involvement in the 1nc1dent.»“”

B s%;xé%-;f~-vg‘:.“'

4i.f'(Uj7'During the past week, OASD/ISP began developlng a p01nt
-~ by point rebuttal to the various hypothetical allegations’, -
contained in the various articles. ‘ISP anticipated.a- formal

written request from the Italian Embassy. With Amb Petrlgnanl sir

" request to visit CJCS, the formal request to 0SD will not be
.- forthcoming, and ISP stopped its staff work on a’ response.
'_Rebuttal p01nts have been incorporated in attached talklng
p01nts. . :

4‘5.- (U) Recdmmendatlon. Reassure Anmb Petrlgnanl, uSLng talklng

‘ 6.v (U) Coordlnaelon. J=- 3/JOD and OASD/ISP were consulted 1n
‘-,preparatlon of thls paper. . : .

APPROVED BY' ///211/
'Attachments ' '
-+ Appendix A--AmBePé;rlgnanl Blography
_ Appendix B--Suggested Talking Points
Appendix C=-NY Times Article, 28 Jun 80
Appendix D--USDAO Rome 161532Z Oct 86
. Appendix E--Washington Post Article, 3 Nov 88
Appendix F--AMEMBASSY Rome: 101617Z Nov 88
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27 March 1989

Us volvement in DC -9 Crasn

Italian

o

s 0fflc1al DQSlthP remairs the. *e'aslpres;ntedﬂltzb)éé&~7' B
Taft's memorandum of 24 Jan 89 tac T

Lea -

- ,All military commanders were querled and. all 1nformatlon

- available indicates that US did not have ships or = . .

aircraft operatlng in the Tyrrhenlan Sea at the tlme of"‘
the crash.' : : : o ‘

- slnce there were no Us aircraft or. vessels operatlng in
-~ the zone as defined in the Italian Aide Memoire of 27
December 88 or in other areas sufficiently close as to
‘allow radar monltcrlng of the zone where the incident
- occurred, there is no- 1nfornatlon that can. .be prov1ded
. from US radar systems :

CINCSOUTH's lnvestlgatlon and subsequent report to SACEUR e

resulted in the same findings. 1In addition,-  CINCSOUTH did

net find any evidence of missile launchlngs on the day in

- question.

‘No new information has come to- llght 51nce DASD Taft'

nemcran‘um

Missile

Investlgatlve Ccnclusion That Aircraft Was Downed by'aT

li . . .
Us has no ev1dence of any m15511e being launched by US or -
NATO forces. .

It seems unlikely that spec1f1c m1551le orlgln could be
determined at thlS late ‘date. .

B COncludlng Remarks

US has looked into all aspects of the case and can reassure
GOI that we have no 1nvolvement 1n the downlng of the -

valrllner.-




D 0 Laimnvs e i o see whal
a doik BRean vears' When he
tish ‘he demands o7 have,

"-er;pt\i i 1odi ay's paper

s

‘ ' < the ‘&Uf-(] Are nirrow !rnuwm. short
L L askarts, ) glding, a device or tapping
© epps, walernd-down wine and match.
L boxes with onjy one side for stniking.
. Having the Last Laugh
The remarkablething about Gabrovo ™
kel s that they are tuld by the inhaht.
- tants themselves, and 1t 1s they who are
“having the iast laugh. The town ills st-
self as the humor capital of the world
and humor, it tums out, 15 good busi-
ness.
" The town mouo:s"Thmughlaughter
the world has survived.'* [ts symbol —
a cat — 15 on a national stamp. Nine
. years 'ago it turned an abandoned
- . iéather factory into the House of
; Humor and Sanre. and since 1965 it has

(1

o Among the inventions he gas given, ©°

A H nwrm! bannuai humor

_vmh woridwide competiions in cors

tons,  Jokes,  Dumorous  Tamntings,

" photographs, scuipture and wnungs.

festivals R

~dozen cartoonists and humonsts ‘They

He prepared for the ¢ vent By spehd.
ing two days closeted _with several

were apparentiv drawing up the coun:

- try’s humar program. Wags said it t6ok

A who.o cottage :ndustry has sprung
up, with craftsmen  manutacturing
dpchiing sooons, ©ups- with aeped
«ages, cups that stick to saucers. joke.
books and rubber masks for the 500 o
£00 tourists who come here every day.

The Government has given an olh.-
cial stamp of approval to the whole en-
terpnse. Five years ago Todor Zhiv.
kov, First Secretary of the Communist
Party, a man known more for his anti-
smoking campaign than for a sense of
humor, came to review the lesmal in
person. 75 D’ fr_

R
v

" of literature and carnival costumes — -
-.and construction is under way on an ad-

S0 long beeause lhcy were ('ymg to ge' L
him to smile. .

Seorvn M

Collec s . ".!:“..05'

The . House of Humor is. lhrwmg
There are four floors of permanent ex-
hibits —-cartoons; photographs, works -

joining theater and several
houses. In the basement, past a row of
distorting murrors and under tapestries
of Adam and Eve, colfée is served, 1n )
half-cups shced down me mnddle N

movie

Y 81 Aboard an talian DC-8 Mlssmg at Sea Off Naples

PALERMO chxly, Saturday, June 28
: (AP) — An ltalian jetliner with 81 people
. aboard apparently crashed in the Tyrrhe-
.man Seca, port sources on the |sland o!
. Ustica said today. -
{ They said the-missing DC.9.was oper-
i ated by ltaly’'sdomestic airhne, [tavia.
| Aboard were 77 passengers, including
11 children and two infants, and a crew of
! fodr, airline officials said. adding that the
R - plane was last spotted flying over the is-
. land of Ponza off the Naples coast by
l pilctsofa Palermo-‘daples flight. ’

'

i The DC-9 was reponed missing nonh ol
' here on a flight last mght from Bologna to i
: Palermo. Naval vessels and hehcoplers.
| sped to the area aboul 15 miles northeast .
. of Ustica.

.. Dropped me Radar Screen

The plane left Bologna at 8:02 P.M.
i local ume (2:02 P.M. New York umc),
| and was scheduled to armive in the Sicil-
. jan capital one hour and 40 minutes later. i
: Itavia officials said the plane last had!
radio contact with Rome’s Ciampino Air- *
' port 35 minutes alter.takeoff and disap-:
pearced from the radar screen about 20
mlnulcslater ;

|
I

A passenger ferry reported spotting!
two emergency lights in an area between.

the islands of Ustica and Ponza, but ani .

ftavia spokesman said lhcy could not!
have been from the DC-9.

*We wish the report of the shnp sighting
the lights were true, but there were no
emergency” lights on that plane,”’ the
spokesman, Italo Govoni, $31d in Rome.

'An [tavia spokesman said he believed
all but two or three passengers were [tal-
1ans. "“There are two French names and’
one German-sounding name,'’ he said.

Wind Is a Problem for Copters

_Visibility of more than six miles was
reported in the rescue area, but ths wind
was gusting to & miles an hour and the
| S£8d weie CAuciiiciy nuuyu. aii wu \)”l-
cials said.

‘*Helicopters are havmg real tough
‘time operating in the area,’” an airpornt
spokesman satd.

There have been two mn]or crashes in
six years in the area around Palermo’s
airport. On Dec. 22,1978, an Alitalia DC-9
“crashed 1nto the sea three miles short of
: the runway, killing 103 of the 124 people!
aboard.

In May 19/2 an Ahwlm DC-8 jc(lmcr.‘ B

By KE'\NETH A.BRIGGS

“Pope John Paul Il vesterday riamed
,\rch,|sh0p Jean Jadot. the influential
cpapal delegaté o the United States for
“the last seven years, to head the Vatican .
“Secritariat for Non-Christian Rehigions

Archbishop Jadot. a Beigian who was,
.the hirst non-1tahian to represent the Pope
in-the United States, transformed a role”
I that had been largely ceremonial inte a
. rosttion of power that heliped to reshape’
@ the Raman Catholic hierarchy in Amer.’

A and to unhderscore the church S u-ach

inpcenaocial justice
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" | Influential Papal Delegate to U. S.
E Is Named to a High Vatlcan Post

this great |

me ‘the f)')p( itunity to serve the ™

1he vew YO {imes

Archblshop Jean Jadot

dle
Iwhen

\'Ni thee Ui (N! Stiiten
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vtotheéir views )
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for sl thicy viewisy

boeyr
Yot

The New York Tirws /7 June 33,190

C g, xt snota mxstake
- ress, pertectly’ straight-faced.
‘1o be ths way because ths 15 a,

" Erskine Caldwell,

" cations.

- “basis to' Mad Magazine, The N¢

- er, The National Lampoon,
‘New York Times Book Review"

crashed on the slopes of a mountain near |
the Punta Raisi airport, kilhng all 115}
people aboard.

sai'
humor."

. For Iast year ‘s compelmol
States entnes tn the wnung cc

-.1c|uded works by Kurt’ Vonnt,

William 7
Woody Allen and Art Buchwalg

“**About 60 percem of the «
tions are from foreigners,”’ st

- kov Bozhidar, a guide. E:

valued, he said, were Americ
“We subscribe on a

Judging {rom the prizcs g

* the last few years — a plaq.

Peter, a peasant with a long’

- toothbrush mustache who sit

his donkey — the funniest cs.
and writers tend !o be Bulg
Russian.
Blacksmithls FrugallyAHc
_Gabrovo was said to hs
founded in the 14th century !

- the Blacksmith, who was look

cheap place toset up shop. His
ents erected a statue to him —
in the middle of the Yartra Ri
not to waste any land. -

“The town's most ‘famous
personage was Old Minyo, wt.

~the 19th century. History rec

he agreed to donate $40,000 -
club. but objected to pav:
stamp to make the trans.
Exactly how humor tu: :
dustry is not clear. A writcs
the terrace of the Balkan .
plained that anempts to foun
ery foundered. -
. **The best brains of the tow
onitand finaily produced the:
of beer,'’ he said. *‘It was s:
Czechoslovakia for an exper:
Weeks went by and there w
sponse. Finally a letter camu
*Your horse has dlabetes.’ "'

T A e e

of du!h-r( nces bcwccn bishops, ds.
(h('\ divided over the rv<u'l< of the ’
: church consultati on o to,

‘rosi
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- The Navv's proud tradiaon s ©

ake care of 1ts own. But 'sometumes |

the process needs some prodding —
and a Lrde influencé w1n hugh places.

Forty years after hus brother and
e:ght others died in the crash of a
Navv piane tn Canada — and 27
' years after the wreckage was found
— Raymond H. Swentek has finaily
succeeded i.n,m's determination
have the vicams' remains brought
bome for proper burial.

~It's been 8 very painstaking ex-
penence, but also very rewarding.”
Mr Swentek, 8 Washington resident
and a former navai aviator. said yes-
terday

H:s patience had just been re--
warded by & telephone call from an
aide of yet another ex-Navy pilot —
Vice President George Bush,
whom Mr. Swentek had written a few
weeks ago A Bush aide twld Mr
Swentek the Navy ‘had reversed a
1986 decision and will send a team to
recover the skeletal remains from
the wreckage of a Navy P-2V Nep-
tune borober that crashed Nov 4,
1948 during an ice storm on Va.ncou .
ver Island, Canada. .

The phone cail was the culmina-
tion of a 16-year effort by Mr. Swen-
tex and relanives of the other flers.

pians t0 seek
emanm s of 9 fliers

giateiud, aid

kno“ i speak for ali the families and
nextof kan. because we know thev're
fuwmly
ier. 62
bunai because they were left lving

o Te L VI

' abou: there tn the wreckage of the

arcraft”

M Suemeks older brother, Ed
ward, was a 25 year<id Navv leu-
tenant when hus plane crashed on a
routine flght. According to Mr
Swentek, 8 wing de-icer failed, ice
built up and the plane crashed into a
snow-covered, inactve voicano 3,000
feet above sea level near the headwa-
ters of the Cyper River.

The wreckage lav.unciscovered

untl 1961, when a helicopter puot

spotted it. The next of kin werent
notfied by the Navy unt! a year
later. Mr. Swentek said

- A year after that, he said. a Navy

search team wvisited the site. dug a°
1-foot bole for the remaining bones
and placed a metal plaque on t.he
makeshuf: grave.

Using the Freedom of Informa-
ton Act to cbtain Navy documents
cn the case. Mr Swentek rradually
pm.u. w;,oLher the Navy's mushan-
u.u..tg Of Uig Case.

Once a Navy !.eam visited the .

crash site, removed a flight swt

from a sel of remains and left the

bones under a rock. he said. On an-

comurnig home.” saic M. Swen-
“They've never had a preper”

~oer "‘:: the aJcruf.> au‘..um-
- was recovered . -

TV press their ciise for recovery &
ol the crush R

_and redurmal. & group.
WVICLMS retves (G Ted e, Fuers'

Xumnains e mment Endowmer, L
BUtafter nLmeruus apredls W me
—pﬁ'ag fals} H \_,:,-,--,» ke rely

Junn Lcr.....r 1956 vetoed 8 pm_ :
D send a recovery tedw, on ‘grounds

trat the Navy belened the crasn site

was inaccessible.

That same year, Mr. awenlek and
bis wile, Betsy, went to Vancouver -
and rented 8 heliccpter that took,

them to the crash scene. They recov-

cred some bones that were later . P

idennfied as those of two crewmen
by a Smuthsonian instatution a.n'.hro-
pologist. )

Last month Mr. Swentek wrote a

letter © Mr. Bush explaming how -

-they had reached the crash area
easiy and recovered some remains.
“We were tld by Navy that lhe
place wasn' accessible: in fact they .
bad ro good renonale as to why it
was naccessible,” Mr. Swentek said.
“My wue and | went there and 1

- think that made them iook less than :

manly"” .
Bush spokesman Stephen ' Han
said the vice president forwarded .
Mr. Swentek's reques! to reopen the
case t Nawy Secretary Wilham L ’
Ball I11. :
“While I can't draw a causal lmk
berween the letter and the outcome,”
there was obviously some acton to
review the case. and Mr. Swentek's
informanon {that recovery was pos- .
sible] rurned out t be true.” Mr Hanm

said.

M‘O'Dm!shn;:‘i The wasrwngron Temes

Mr. Ball approved the burial mis: :
sion Tuesday. according to Cmdr |
JeEZakem a spokesman for the sec-..-

Tetary

“The secretary has reviewed t.he,_:

" case and granted approval for a re-
. covery mussion,” sayd Cmdr. Zakem. -

adding that the team must wait untl
the snow melts next July or August
to begin the recovery operanor:. The

‘remains that are identified after lab-

oratory analysis in Hawaii wiil be
buned in Arhington Natonal Ceme-

Mr Swentek said hé was greatly
relieved by the decision and planned
o take part 1n the recovery mussion,
although his efforts since 1972 have
“met with resistance all the way”’

WASHINGTON POST

TV Report Revives Debate

3 ‘Ovr—

Y

Ower Itahan Jet s 1980 Crash

By Jenmfer Parmeles

Soet 10 The Wasangion Post

. ROME, Nov. 2—A report broad-

cast last nught on [talian state-run
teievision about an airliner that
went down mysteriously over the
Mediterranean 1n 1980, kulling al]
€1 persons aboard, has revived ex-
fiouive allegations that it'was.shot

cown by a missle from-a \ATO.

member country.
- The program catapulted the sen-

s;uve e;ghl-year-old case back onto
t~¢ay's iront pages, touching off re- -

sewed charges of a mulitary cover-up
a1 cads i Parilarnent for the trutn,
£aaly, about why the plane crasned.”

Torug:.z Prime Muuster Cinaco”,
responding to the charges,
crdered D°’e~.,e \Muuster Vaier:o

De Muta, :

Zanoge to provide bum with “the lat-
est facts” on one of Italv's worst air”.

_disasters’ and convoxed a Cabunet

meeung for Friday on the subject.
[nvestigators have long sus-
pected that a musside struck [tawva

. Flight 870 on the warm summer

rught of June 27, 1980. But who
fired the mussue and why have re-
mawed unanswered questions.

" One popuiar theory has been that
Itaban, or other alied, multary
planes were shooting at an intruding

wreciage and dead piot were found

on a mountung'de in Calabria three
‘v.eek.s aﬁzr the l!ana crash—in sull

Su' this lalest 'e:)on bv RAl u*Je'
jns;ou quotng lirgely  unnamed

- Libyan MiG21 fighter jet whose"

. sources ciose to the continwng io--
vesugaton, said that an ‘ar-to-air
. mussue apparenty inténded far a-
moving pracuce larget known as 2
droné may have tul v.re aviiap DC9

mstezd

(’1

R 1

0

58

" The sources pounted to the fact

that two fragments of a drone were
found near the crash site 1o the Tyr-

rheruan Sea off the Siciap island of |

Ustica. On one of the fragments,
they sad, were fcumi mariangy’

" from the American Beech Aircraft

Corp., which suppbed the Italan
military with such targets. Ideng-
fving markings on the other frag-
ment, they said, appear to have
been erased.

In addivion, the TV report sad. a
ferry passenger on the day after the .
crash photographed a long, torpedo- -

_shaped object floating near where
" the plane went down. But it sank ~
before 1t could be requered. ac~

cording to the report.

Both l:alian and NATO ofﬁc.als
today reiterated longsmmdmg_de_-
ruals that there was any muitary

night of the disaster. ltaly’s’ De-

fense Ministry said the last target .
‘such drones
‘ended five months before the crash. .

practice’ nvolving

- But onie radar station, operiung

out of Rome's Csampmo rmhury

Pg. 50

airport, réportedly noted_“intensive’

 mubitary actvity” in the regoa oo

the rught of the crash. Other radar
_evidence ‘about the night's aérml
acuwvity remains secret. : :

Invesugating magstrite Vittorio

. Bucarelli said today that he is still
.awaiung expert opiuons on the
" cause of the crash from a British

team of scentific investigators, who
have examined pieces of the
wrecked DC9 and its flight recorder
data, before reaching any coociu-

‘s:ona.Hesa.;dthercwu‘nothms

new” about the latest findings.
Lawyers representing families of
the crash wetims have maintained

" for years that the DC9 was mustak-

en)ysho(downbyﬁghlerpts&om

" an [tahan base.

In an editonal, the natonal news-

" ‘paper La Repubblca charged that
) P m‘j'mh'.arvch.)cfsaldmtmn.parm
exercise gowng o in the aréa on the at the [Minstry of]

_Aeronautics. knew what the true’
facts were. But for weeks, montha,
years they have covered up, demy-
ing detals that now appear a dzf-
ferent hghl. K it




. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ="

WASHINGTON. D.C. 2030}

»

His Excellency Rinaldo. Petrignani
- Ambassador E. and P. '
. Embassy of Italy
- 1601 Fuller St., N.W.
" Washington, DC 20009

. Dear Mr. Ambassador:

Persuant to your request. of 27 December 1988, we again
checked into whether any U.S. military aircraft or ships were .
_operating in the designated areas on 27 June 1380, and whether
"we have any information from the radar systems of U.S.equipment - . -
operating in or near the area. , : : R

" © All Military Commanders in the area have been queried. in
response to your Aide Memoire of 27 December 1988 and all:infor-
‘mation available indicates that the United States did not have
ships or aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea ‘at the ‘time of =
the DC-9 crash. Since there were no U.S. aircraft or vessels .~ .
operating in the zone as defined in your Aide Memoire or in other
areas sufficiently close as to allow radar monitoring of the zone .
where the incident occurred, there is no information that can be
-provided from U.S. radar systems. CT

: I hope'that fhis information is beneficial to_the‘inVeétigéting
" commission. If I can be of any further help on this issue please. -
. let me know. . . : S LT

:wiiliam ﬁ. Taft,“iv
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[L GIALLO DI USTICA

Una strage
a stelle e stri

di Pier Vittorio Bulfa

. .

$CC

Furono i caccia americani della Saragoga ad abbattere per
sbaglio il Dc 9 dell’ltavia. A questa ricostruzione _
inedita sono arrivati i piloti italiani di base a Trapani

eroporto militare di Trapa-
Ani, 28 giugno 1980. Sono le
11 di sera e da poco piu di
mezz'ora si ha la certezza che il D¢
9 deil'ltavia, in volo da Bologna a
Palermo, € precipitato. Era scom-
parso dagli schermi radar alle
20,59, ma fino alle 22,34, ora in cui
sarebbe terminata la sua autono-
mia di volo, si sono continuate a
nutrire speranze. | soccorsi sono
1a scattati: gli aerei antisommergi-
ﬁili Breguet -Atlantic decollano da
Sigonella e cosi elicotteri apposita-
mente attrezzati. Peschereccr e tra-
ghetti in navigazione a sud di Pon-
za vengono messi in allarme; I'in-
crociatore Andrea Doria coordina
le operazioni di soccorso. .
E' in quel momento che nella
sala operazioni della base militare
di Trapani arriva una telefonata di

i
‘ o

v

-

. Tnpo!l» :

C1BtA |

un alto ufficiale, un generale di
squadra aerea. Risponde un pilota
che quella sera era in servizio di
“scramble”, cioé pronto a partire
entro cinque minuti con i caccia
intercettor1 F 104 per bloccare qua-

lunque intrusione nel nostro spazio

aereo. Il tono del generale, dall’al-
tro capo del filo, é particolarmente
irritato. Chiede al pilota: «Perché
non siete partiti?». Il giovane uffi-
ciale € sorpreso: partiti per dove?
Per fare cosa? Su ordine di chi? Dal
generale non arrivano risposte, e
quando la telefonata si interrompe,
bruscamente com’era cominciata, |
piloti parlano tra loro. vogliono

Due Mig libici entrano nel
nostro spazio aereo da sud
e vengono avvistati dalia

- rete radar americana

j— _ , )\ R S et i A
. M-AR-§ . - 5 . -

30

‘casul fronte sud. ,

capire cosa ¢ successo, a cosa si
nieriva esattamente quel generale.
Cosi si informano presso colleghi di
altri reparti, radaristi, ufficiali di
stato maggiore: alla fine di questo
minuzioso lavoro di ricostruzione, i
piloti di Trapani sanno con esattez-
za quel che ¢ successo nel cielo di
Ustica quel 28 giugno. come ¢ stato
abbattuto il Dc 9 dell'ltavia con a
bordo 81 persone. Una verita che
scotta talmente da non poter essere
divulgata nemmeno in modo indi-
retto, ma che negli anni passa_di
bocca fidata in bocca fidata.

Oggi “L'Espresso™ ¢ in grado di
rifenire i principali risultati di quel-
la che, in sintesi, chiameremo da

uesto momento I' “inchiesta di

rapani”: un'ipotesi drammatica
che solleva nuovi interrogativi.

a sera del 28 gli operatori
Lradar americani (la flotta Usa

mera stata in massima- allerta
fino a poche ore prima perché nel
Mediterraneo aveva volato |'Air
Force One, con a bordo it presiden- |
te Usa Jimmy Carter) avevano dato
I'allarme. Grazie agli aerei Awacs
avevano individuato due caccia che
avevano violato_il nostro spazio
aereo da sud. volando sul mare, a
occidente della Sicilia. Rotta pro-
babile: verso Napoli 0 Roma. Data
la presenza davantialle cosie parte-
nopee della portaerei statunitense
Saratoga. la situazione era di mas-
simo pericolo e richiedeva un inter-
vento immedialo degli intercettori. | -
Per questo gli americani informaro-. i

no subito dell’avvistamento il Roc |

di Martinafranca. il centro operati- ;
vo ‘al quale fanno” capo, -tutte e
operuazioni” della moustra. Aeronauti--

UEspresso 1. f>:’_'l':liH‘RA_!() I




L redattacco T

Le saime dei .
passeggeri detl
Dc 9 vengono
recuperate

dopo ia

tragedia del 23 |
giugno 1980 _ . -

Un Tomcat F
14 ingaggia
1] :

combatil-
mentocon
. uno del due Mig che per
difendersi si nasconde
sotto il D¢ 9 deil'ltavia

s TOMCAT

II Roc di Martmafranca pero,
non da l'allarme alla base piu vici-
na alla zona dove sono stati segna-

lati gli intrusi, cioé Trapani. Cosi

dopo un‘altra sollecnazxone che n-

mane senza esito (in realtd a Trapa-

ni non arrivd nessun allarme) gh

..americani decidono di fare da soli.

Due Tomcat F 14 della portaerei
Sdratoga decollano per i intercettare
i due aerei. Gli amenicani (lo hanno

- dimostrato,_anche recentemente ab-

battendo due Mig al largo delle
coste hbnche) hanno “re ole d'in-

gaggio” molto precise: se 'aereo da..

xnlercenarc ¢ in “assetto di attac-

Y| co” " devono aprire il fuoco.

- L “inchiesta di Trapani”, che si
avvale anche di mformazrom rac-

_colte Lonﬁdenzulmcme da piloti|
ricostruisce la battaglia.

americani,
di qucl 28 giugno con precisione.

'
|
i
i
'
H
H

i tro. che ha ai comandi

Gl F 14 entruno rdpldamenle n

contatlo con i €4ccla dvversari: so-
no duc Mig 23 libici che. secondo le

-] ‘regole dell’aviuzione americana. as-.
L sumono un muqunombnle ‘assetto
>\.ilunucn5| |

[ pilot

muazguno |l combaltm*cmo U

‘\hL riesce u sganciarsi mentre al-
EEzZedin
Kaal. unodei piu famasi ¢ prepara-
1i pilot di Gheddafi. vola verso sud
e ha 1l caccia amcr'f‘.:no ciie v

“insegue a ovest, cio¢ sulla sua drit-

ta. Forse senza nemmeno
accorgersene, il libico sta

percorrendo . nella sua fuga
una rotta parallela e poco.
distante dalla Ambra 13, I'ae- =
rovia riservata ai jet civili che
.unisce la verucalje di Ponza
all’aeroporto di  Palermo '
Punta Raisi. Ed é proprio’ I’ Ambra
13 che gh offre quello che. sul
momento, gl J) are_come il mi-
lior modo per difendersi dai missi-
1 dell'dmcricano Davann a lui
pressappoco a “ore una”; cioe da-
vanti a destra. vede la sagomd diun
aereo civile: éil Dc 9 dell'Ttavia in
volo da Bologni a Palermo. che
viaggia con due ore di ntirdo sui-

- |orario prcvlsm Meuténdom sotto
“di- lul

«..k.\L ‘nnr hcnsno il Ilmco

¢4ano ¢

unpcdlro d” dmcrn.ano d1 lmua

il suo Sparrow: il-rischio_ di- LO[pll’C V

quell’aereo di linca san.bbe xroppo
elevato: E cosi fa.

Ma inquelia mancuta d1 S€L0ndl
it LUSe rcupndnu i -ptiota diedi -

avvistato il Dc 9’

g% perché concentra-

- to sul suo bersa-.

“glio, da imizio alla”

manovra. d'attacco. virando verso_
est e sganciando il missile con tcsta-
ta a guida infrarossa (che si lascia .
cioé guidare sulle fonti di; calore)
Quando si accorge ‘della presenza”
del Dc 9 e della manovra del Mi
che va a nascondersi sotto di lui; €
troppo tardi: il missile prosegue la
sua corsa inseguendo la fonte di
calore piu potente, cioé quella del
Dc 9, ed &srlodendo in prossnmua
del muso dell’aereo.

E’ la tragedia. Sul Mi pxovono‘
rottami del Dc 9 che lo. dganne
no seriamente mentre I'aereo dc
tavia precipita, senza piu nessun
controllo, nelle acque. di Ustica.
Uno scenario che corrisponde qua-
si alla perfezione con le conclusioni
dei penti («il Dc'9 ¢ stato abbattuto

da un mnssu.e»? e con le registrazio- -

ni del radar di Ciampino
analizzate dall’ esperto a-’
mericano John Macidull.

p(obabllmcnle nori"ha | =~

Vi si rilevano, infatti, delle tracce (il

Mig hbtcoz che vanno a sovrappor-
si con quelle del Dc 9 e la traccia di

un oggetto non identificato_«che si °

comportava come un caccian. (il |
caccia americano) che prima del- |
T'incidente vira verso est. Poi. dopo
la traccia «di uno o

I'esplosione,’
iu oggetti volanti che traversano
‘area del disastro ad alta velocita»

, (|_| caccia americano e il Mig).

8 o i o w30
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- Hopilota wmericano,” probabils |-
mente sotto choc pér i"ubbatiimen- .
to detlaereo civile. ninuncia a inse- | .
guire il Mig. Il libico. resosi conto, | .. -
G danni npoiiaii dal suv cactid, |
punta’ verso sud-est. forse per ten-
‘tare un atterraggic d'emergenza in
Calabria. Ma finisce per schiantarsi
sui Monti della Sila con i serbatoi
di carburante vuélti, bucati dai rot-
tamidel Dc9. .- .l 7
Il relitto verra trovato solo dopo .
una ventina di giorni.il 18 luglio. E
per evitare ogni collegamento-tra i’
due episodi sarebbero stati addirit-
tura 1 nostri servizi segreti (allora
diretti_dal generale piduista Giu-
seppe Santovito) a organizzare un
incidente simulato. Un caccia parti-
to da Pratica di Mare, vicino Ro-
ma, avrebbe finto di cddere dietro
un costone della Sila per. poi rial-
zarsi in_volo appena fuori dalla.
vista degli abitanti di Castelsilano.
«A quanto ho potuto’ constatare»,
ha raccontato a1 carabinieri un abi-
tante della zona, il pastore Giusep-
pe Piccolo, «prima che l'aereo rag-
giungesse il costone del fondo Ritri
(dove ¢ stato ritrovato il Mig; ndr.)
viaggiava normalmente. Ma quan-
do ha ragginnto detto ‘costone ha
virato di colpo riuscendo a ‘evitare.
I'impdtto». E-che l'aereo non sia
caduto il 18 luglio lo attesta anche
I'autopsia effettuata su - Ezzedin
Kaal: «E’” morto da almeno quindi-
ci giorni», hanno scritto i medici.

L’ “inchiesta di Trapani”. par-

q
;
i
o

.lita da queila telefonata che
aveva l'intento di scaricare
sui piloti dell’aeroporto siciliano le
indecisioni dello “stato maggiore.
finisce qui. 'E’ la verita “segreta
dell’Aeronautica sulla tragedia di
Ustica ed é compatibile."come ab-
biamo visto, con le principali circo-
stanzé sin qui accertate da. magi-
strati e periti. s
Se questa che viene da Trapani ¢
anche la “verita assoluta™ della stra-
ge di Usticd, :dovra_ accertarlg lu
magistratura. ~ Ci troveremmo  di..
fronte a uno dei "misteri™ piu gravi,
nella storia‘della Repubblica: vertici
militdri’ anetti;” copertura delle re- | 7

210 " doloso sulla diversd- versione. | .

costruita per. il Mig caduté in’ Sila: 1
mancata coliaborszione’ con i giu- '’
#30ptdiiuio. 8i-mort

qualt ancora si attende pusnzi




TALKING POINTS FOR COL NAAB

‘rf;UPDATE ON,USTiCA\AIRhDIsAgttR

‘:?' Amb Petrignanl of Italy met with CJCS on 27 March 89fregard1ng
-~ - the ongoing 1nvest1gation into the June 1980 crash of an ITA"IA
"DC-9 near the island of Ustica in the Tvrrhen1an Cea._z,;~ L

o -- P051tion Paper prepared fcr CJCS meeting 1s attached

"{Af’faPetrignani stressed that Italy needs more definite 1nfomation
© - from the US in order to offset current’ press reporting and
'speculation regarding p0551ble US 1nvolvement 1n the inc1dent..
L =- :He ‘left CJCS a copy (Attached) of an aide—mem01re which was“-.‘*
. sent to DSD Taft last week. It asks for more’ detail- than ,
the" Italians requested ‘in a’ prev1ous aide-memOire in- Dec" 88.;-

- 'OASD/ISP has the action and is contemplating how to handle,ﬂa
it. .

', --¢cJcs agreed only to discuss the matter w1th DSD Taft. Taft oweS;?7:
R ;the answer to Petrignani, however, Joint Staff Wlll be invclved
in helping to prepare the response. : .

- In ant1c1pation of an OSD tasker, EURDIV AO is obtaining :

© . 'permission from CJSC Staff Group to fax a copy of the . :
aide-memoire to SHAPE and EUCOM and retransmit lt verbatim to
’USDAO and ODC Rcme.k : .

Prepared,by: Gary C. LaGassey, Major, USAF
o -~ EURDIV, J-5" L
Ext 49434/TPGL0409/28 March 89 R




JOINT STAFF ACTION PROCESSING;FORM

S Acﬂbnf;.u’um.nv P
(U)

gU)‘

s Purpose..
C Ustlca air crash.:-

Discussion.

s

(U)

~f‘ﬂ-_~uest.

(U)

A ‘_C.,

LW

... the problem. -

On 27 March 89

Ut-Defense ‘Taft on 23 March 89.

"j'about the incident.

..J ‘

RequestwUSCINCﬁUR”providefadditidnﬁiﬁinfornatigﬁfoﬁ;tﬁéhQ;L

o Italian Ambassador Petrignani Vleted CJCS.A

. left 'a copy of an Aide Memozre* which he had sent to Deputy Secretary of
It requested the US provide more detailed -
- information about the 27 June 80 crash of an ITAVIA Dc-9 in the,;?wﬁ, S
?T'TYrrhenlan Sea. S | o g A

Thls was Amb Petrignani s second formal request for 1nformationf”
‘His first** was staffed by OSD and the Joint: Staff. -
- DSD Taft's response*** spec1f1cally addressed the questions posed 1n the'V

In recent weeks, Italian 1nvest1gative authoritles have accepted:
.. .evidence that a missile (type unknown) caused the airliner to ‘crash. =
ca result, new allegations pointing the finger at Italian Air Force. (or
. other air force) involvement have surfaced.
.- investigation and Minister of Defense Zanone. feels addltlonal us
: ,1nformatlon would be helpful. o : R :

GOI has extended the. -

e To properly prepare a response to the second Aide Memoxre, J01nt
.-~ Staff needs updated information from USCINCEUR..
 Enclosures A and B inform CINCEUR of the requirement to provide .
~. additional : 1nformatlon and give his staff the necessary details to work

. Enclosure B also informs CINCUSNAVEUR and USDAO Rome of the

'RLQStatus ‘of the 1nquiry . ,

Proposed messages. at

EPC,- A u \'nk.bl.mu

T ) {c ASSIFICA e o ECTOR
g | l nga NOFZ F]T IREC 0 ATE Acnsﬁo
' T"RU ) — - 2 (/Uﬂfpe/vr/ﬁ,é/ | Acno.
R BRI : _ “APPROVAL Iy
DJS . /‘ /_‘ “f siGNaTURE. - . .
l : . v - .uconm‘nonj '
SJBJECT S : . : O:mnrr u-'r -------------
: - Itallan Request for Addltlonal Informatlon .
- Concernlng Ustlca Air Crash (U) .WW( > “WW () INFO.( ) WM()
SRR . _ RELEASE roa VOTE UL :
Jmn 1 L

Hef'

AS .

. ACTION OFFICER _

COORD!'IATIOMAPPROV'AL

- ~P_a§vm_us_ ;op{:,q,gs, 3 s FoRm ARE“D'BSDIE.TE'

R R NAME & DATE EXTENSION, | OFFICE - |~ ' NAME & DATE EXTENSION
Gary LaGassey' T=5 | m&k Bt 35y |1WHT — - — —
Major, USAF ; A g e
‘ Z'JR:IV, J-5  [MGENBEORGEL-BUTLER. USAF ;
uan or Paspnnn.mn : cuss:ncmuu Co;o_ ; éy{g/{%«é Toectas msmucnons
" |. o =ET ) - CLAS




3. (U) Reoommendations.
a. (U} CJCa sign proposed backcharrel nessage at Enclosure A to CINC"'F
b. () DJS smqn proposed message at Enclosure B to USCIVCEUR/ECDC.

4. - (U) Without attachments, this Form 136 is CONFIDENTIAL

‘Attachments

:Referénces: ' :
*Italian Ambassador memorandum, 23 March 1989 with Alde Memolre_ .

**Ttalian Aide Memoire, 27 December 1988
***Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum, 24 January 1989 . .




. .TO  USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECOC// -

" THIS REGARD):
A) VHETHER ANY US AIRCRAFT --HAVING m:n OFF EITHER mt

CpeeomTe L
00171 APRBY.
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//DJS//

~ 1YW RUEKJCSB267 0911447 .

B INFO CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK USNCOSQITH NAPLES IT

USDAO ROME IT

CONFID[NTIAL g
SUBJ: ITALIAN REQUEST FOR ADOITIONAL IIFWATIO CGICERHIK
SR USTICA AIR CRASH (U)

1. (€) ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE US PETRIGNAII VISITED CJCS ON

. © 27 MAR 89 AND LEFT HIM A COPY OF AN AIDE-MEMOIRE THAT HE HAD SENT - -
TO DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 23 MAR 89, THE AIDE-MEMOIRE, QUOTED VERBATIM

* BELOW, REQUESTS THE US PROVIDE ADOITIONAL INFORMAT ION CNCEN'IB
- "THE JUN 80 USTICA OC-9 CRASH.
QUOTE. WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE TTALIAN GOVERMMENTAL'

INVESTIGATION O THE DOWNING ON JUNE 27, 1980, IN THE CENTRAL

TYRRHENIAN SEA (BETWEEN THE ISLANDS OF PONZA AND USTICA) OF AN '
ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETVEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO, THE ITALIAN

| . AUTHORITIES HAVE ASKED FOR THE COOPERATION OF US AUTHORITIES IN

ACQUIRING ADOITIONAL INFORMATION. -
PURSUANT 7O A REQUEST MADE ON DECEMBER 27, 1983, BY THE

. AMBASSADOR OF ITALY, THE DEPUTY SECRETARY Of OEFEMSE ALREADY

_PROVIDED THE AMBASSADOR OF ITALY - THROUGH HIS LETTER OF JANUARY .

- .- 14,-1989 - INFORMATION ON THE MATTER, WHICH HAS BEEM HELPFUL TO
-t THE ITALIAN GOVERMMENTAL INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE.

THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD NOW APPRECIATE THE FURTHER

COOPERATION OF THE U.S. AUTHORITIES IN OROER TO ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL

AND DETAILED INFORMATION ON SOME POINTS CRUCIAL FOR THE CONCLUSION
" OF THE .INVESTIGATION. THEY ARE, IN PARTICULAR, INTERESTED IN
" KNOWING (AND THEY WOULD APPRECIATE THE MOST DETAILED ELEMENTS IN

* SARATOGA OR-FROM ANY OTHER U.S. SHIP STATIONED IN THE
MEDITERRANEAN SEA OR FROM LAMD BASES - WERE AIRBOWNE IN THE
_EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980 IN AREAS AMD im PERIUOS OF Viwe tvew W07 -
DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE ONES WHERE AND WHEN THE USTICA INCIDENT

OCCURRED: o o :

. B) WHETHER EITHER SARATOGA OR OTHER US SHIPS HAVE VOICE,
RADAR OR OTHER RECORDINGS OF AIR TRAFFIC OF ANY KIND IN THE
EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980 (SEVERAL ITALIAN NEWSPAPERS HAVE REPORTED
THAT SUCH RECORDINGS DO INDEED EXIST AMO, FURTHERMORE, THAT THEY

MAY HAVE BEEN WANDED OVER TO THE ITALIAN JUDGE, ALTHOUGH THIS LAST '

" DETAIL HAS ALREADY BEEN DENIED BY US AUTHORITIES);

C) THE POSITION OF SARATOGA AND ALL THE SHIPS COMPRISED _ -

IN OR RELATED TO ITS TASK FORCE IN THE EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980,
ON THE ONE HAND, AMD. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE POSITION OF ANY OTHER

- US SHIP (I.E. MOT PERTAINING TO THE SARATOGA TASK FORCE AND MOT

LYING AT ANCHOR IN THE ROADSTEAD OF THE NAPOLI HARBOR) IN THE.

- .- MEDITERRANEAN SEA IN THE EVENING IN QUESTION. WASHINGTON, D.C.-

MARCH 23, 1989. END QUOTE.

2. (C) THIS IS THE SECOND FORMAL REQUEST FROM AMB PETRIGHANI FOR R

* INFORMATION COMCERNING THE CRASH. HIS FIRST AIDE-MEWOIRE,
PRESENTED TO DEPSECOEF TAFT ON 27 DEC 88, WAS ANSWERED ON 24 N

89. BOTH THE AIDE-MEMOIRE AND THE DEPSECODEF RESPONSE ARE qumtn

BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
' A. (C) A8 PETRIGNAMI AIDE-REMOIRE, 27 DEC 88 :
QUOTE. - WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE INVESTIGATION ON THE -

MIE ON JUNE 27, 1980 IN THE CENTRAL TYRRHENIAM SEA OF AN . -

. ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETVEEN BOLOGMA AMD PALERMO, THE ITALIAN 5
- AUTHORITIES WOULD APPRECIATE THE COOPERATION OF U.S. AU"U!ITIES
I ACQUIRING ADDITIOMAL INFORMATION.

IN PARTICULAR THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD LIKE T0 xn IF Tt

" ON THE EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980, IN THE MOMENTS PRECEDING AND
FOLLOWING THE ACTUAL TIME OF THE INCIDENT, AND IN THE PRESI!ED

- LOCATION OF THE SAME. I.E.:

AL THE PERIOD BEWEEN io 4:: m?) '3 15 GHT OF JLIE u,

S1980; - .«
o - IN THE SPACE BETWEEN LATITUDE NORTH 39° 30 M0 40"
S Anotoucnunt EAST 12° 30° AND 13" 307, et

ACTION 35(3 Tt - »"tvl.t):,"_""
§ ,wo EJ“Jcsu) oasm SJS(HDOCDIV(I) T

. ; MCN 89091/041”5 )

INFORMATXDN
SERVICE CENTEE

- INDICATED.

3’0 /(/f‘ 79

- TOR= 89091/14472

t‘nl\u:l] 2

A) MV U S. IILXTARY MRCHAFT IIS FLYlli I ] EHE AREl AD’

AT THE TIME INDICATED;

B) ANY L. 5. IAVAI. SHIP IAS II THE AREA D M WE TXNE
THE ITELEM AUTMITIES WLD FURTNEME LIKE TO KNOW NIV

" INFORMATION 1S AVALLASLE FROM THE RADAR SYSTEMS OF u.S. EQUIPMENT

WHICH HAPPENED TO BE IN_THE ZONE AS DEFINED ABOVE OR IN OTHER

-+ . AREAS SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOW RADAR MONITORING OF THE IONE
. WMERE THE IKIDEIT WCURIIED usmmu 0.cC. OECEHEII 27 1988 '

END wmt .
(C) DEPSECOEF TAFT RESPGSE 24 JAI 8.
GDTE OEAR MR. AMBASSADOR: L
PURSUANT TO YOUR REQUEST_OF 27 DECNEII 1988, IE Iﬁlll R

: CHECKED INTO WHETHER AMY U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT OR SHIPS WERE

OPERATING IN THE DESIGNATED AREAS OM 27 JUNE 1980, AND WHETHER WE
HAVE ANY INFORMATION FAOM THE RADAR SYSTEMS_ OF U 5. EWIMW .

 OPERATING N OR NEAR THE AREA.

ALL WILITARY COMMERS N THE AGEA HAVE BEEN QUERIED 1N

- RESPONSE TO YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OF 27 DECEMBER 1988 ND ALL

INFORMATION AVAILABLE INDICATES THAT THE UNITED SYATES DID NOT = .
HAVE SHIPS OR AIRCRAFY OPERATING IN THE TYRRMENIAN SEA AT THE. TK :
OF THE DC-9 CRASH. SINCE THERE VERE MO U.S. AIRCRAFY OR VESSELS
OPERATING IN THE ZONE DEFINED IN YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OR IN OTHER
AREAS SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOW RADAR MONITORING OF THE Z0ME
WMERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED, THERE IS %0 IIFMTIG THAT CAM IE

- 'PROVIDED FROM U.S. RADAR SYSTEMS.

T HOPE THAT THIS I“MTIGIIS BEIEFICIAL O THE .

* INVESTIGATING COMMISSION. IF I CAM BE OF ANY FURTHER HELP ON TH!SA

1SSUE PLEASE LET 13 ln. SIKERELY VILLINCH. TAFT, Iv. EI)
Q.DTE k L
(C) THE m RECE!T IIDE'IMIIE EXPANDS THE SCNE OF THE

’ REWEST FOR INFORMATION. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE MOST COMPLETE - .
_RESPONSE POSSIBLE, REQUEST YOU COMDUCT AMOTHER REVIEW OF THE -~ |
- INFORMATION AVAILABLE AND PROVIDE SPECIFIC RESPONSES FOR SUBPARAS

A THROUGH C OF AN PETRIGNANI'S AIDE MEMOIRE OF 23 WAR 89. ANY

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR COMMENTS YOU MAVE THAT WILL ASSIST THE
ITALIANS WOULD BE AFPRECIATED REQUEST YOUR _lESMS_E_lY 4 APR 89. |
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JOINT STAFF UASHINGTON DC//DJS//_T:W
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECDC// o
INFO CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK |
USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT
- UsDAO ROME IT |

TC O N Fr DENTTIAL | | CoL
55”su84;’ ITALIAN REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORHATION CONCERNING

USTICA AIR CRASH {U}

{C} ITALIAN AHBASSADOR TO THE US PETRIGNANI VISITED CJCS ON

rffa? HAR &89 AND LEFT 'HIN A COPY OF AN AIDE- MEHOIRE THAT HE HAD SENT

ro DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 23 HAR 89. "THE ATDE- nznoxR51 aUOTED VERBATIH?iéﬁI;,VV

TszELOUw RE@UESTS THE US PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORHATION CONCERNING
THE JUN. &D USTICA DC q CRASH

QUOTE MITHIN THE FRAHEUORK OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNNENTAL

| fifLTNVESTIGATION oN THE DOUNING ON JUNE 271 Laau, IN THE CENTRAL

“?,TYRRHENIAN SEA. {BETUEEN THE ISLANDS oF PONZA AND. USTICA} OF AN

‘"“?,QEAUTHDRITIES HAVE ASKED FOR THE. COOPERATION oF us AUTHORITIES IN.

“VQ.ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORNATION

.Jﬁ:;fﬁch/pqg/sqsld-S/DOCDIVQ‘

fia LAGASSEY» NAds.USAF; LT 51‘Vsnﬂ, il7e/a35"”¢d
. EUROPEAN DIV+J-5/4 43y A A'vofﬂf ESfuff' :
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7 ' ?v»f__A‘1v JCSISC ALTERNATE HESSAGEFORH.

ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETUEEN. BOLOGNA AND PALERHO» THE ITALIANAfN
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"_*THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENTAL INVESTIGATION COHHITTEE

L-'Vi: VNFL ’(IHL. X

- :rxx*x xxxxxt:x j~-

pURSUANT To A REaUEST HADE ON DECErBER 27, Iaea1 BY. THE L
”{AHBASSADoR oF ITALY1 THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ALREADY ffﬁ s
PROVIDED THE AMBASSADOR OF ITALY - - THROUGH HIS LETTER OF JANUARY

24, Lﬁ&q - INFORHATION ON THE HATTER1 UHICH HAS BEEN HELPFUL TO

THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD NOW APPRECIATE THE FURTHER ?ﬂigfff§g§§

o COOPERATION OF THE u.s. AUTHDRITIES IN oRDER To ACGUIRL ADDITIoNALL;lT;]}fﬁ

_AND DETAILED INFORMATION ON SOME POINTS CRUCTAL FOR THE CONCLUSIoN;Z7{ff'f""
OF THE INVESTIGATION. "THEY. ARES IN PARTICULARS INTERESTED -

'KNOUING {AND THEY UOULD APPRECIATE THE HOST DETAILED ELEHENTS IN

“THIs REGARD} _ e _ SRR L e
A} .WMETHER ANY US AIRCRAFT - ‘HAVING TAKEN OFF EITHER FRofoffff?[s
SARATOGA OR FRon ANY OTHER u.s. SHIP STATIONED IN THE f;;ﬁ*-'*’

'sf.HEDITERRANEAN SEA OR FROM LAND BASES - UERE AIRBORNE IN THE

_EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980 IN AREAS AND. IN PERIODS oF TINE EVEN NoT }f;7Ef-fﬁ‘
CDIRECTLY RELATED TO THE ONES WHERE AND WHEN THE USTICA INCIDENT =

o ocLURRED,,H' | | R E i |

P,_ | B} UHETHER EITHER SARATOGA oR OTHER us- SHIPS HAVE VOICE,:E}Q»
'RADAR OR. oTHER RECORDINGS OF AIR TRAFFIC OF ANY. KIND IN THE __'m' =

‘IAEVENING OF JUNE 271 Iqao {SEVERAL ITALIAN NEuspAPERs HAVE REPORTEDN'T-:‘“‘R

JCSISC ALTERNATE HESSAGEFoRnﬁ"gfgjtb?;
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N‘A DETAIL HAS ALREADY BEEN DENIED BY US AUTHORITIES}s

 MARCH 831 Lqéq END QUOTE

:,"DONNING ON JUNE E?a LW&D IN THE CENTRAL TYRRHENIAN SEA OF AN

Co s CONFIDRTIAL ®
"'{Itgx*xx}i:txxxxgxb'

"fTHATLsUCH RECORDINGS DO INDEED EXIST AND+ FURTHERMOREa,THAT THEY__ff;;ijE}

HAY HAVE BEEN HANDED OVER TO THE ITALIAN dUDGE» ALTHOUGH THIS LAsT;ﬂfﬂjfyif

o Cr THE POSITION OF SARATOGA AND ALL. THE SHIPS COHPRISED
N OR RELATED To ITS TASK FORCE IN THE EVENING OF JUNE a?1 Iaau{i
ON THE ONE HAND» AND» ON THE OTHER HANDa THE POSITION or ANY oTHERgf
US SHIP {I E. NOT PERTAINING TO THE SARATOGA TASK FORCE AND NoT _nj :
LYING AT ANCHOR IN THE ROADSTEAD OF THE. NAPOLI HARBOR} IN THE :fijE S
ey NEDITERRANEAN SEA- IN THE EVENING IN aUESTION.: UASHINGTONa » c'ﬁgvén

2. {CH THIS IS THE SECOND FORMAL REGUEST FROM AMB PETRIGNANI. FOR
D'INFoRnATIoN CONCERNING THE CRASH HIS FIRST AIDE- nEnoIRE1';__Q?”1

| PRESENTED To DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 27 DEC 88+ UAS ANSUERED ON 24 JaN ;fff”% o
49." BOTH THE AIDE-MEMOIRE AND THE DEPSECDEF RESPONSE ARE auoTED
'BELOU FOR YOUR INFORMATION. e R T
“TA.-I{C}.'ANB PETRIGNANI ATDE-MEMOIRE 27 DEC aa._*f:57”75757'7’E”'

””flauoTE; dITHIN THE FRAMEUORK OF THE INVESTIGATION ou THE

ﬂ AITAVIA DC q FLYING BETUEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERnOa THE;ITAIIQN;’”'




."IN ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORHATION

’HQGFOLLOHING THE ACTUAL TIME OF THE INCIDENTw AND. IN THE PRESUHED

”»iquICH HAPPENED To BE N THE Z0NE AS DEFINED ABOVE oF IN OTHER
©AREAS. SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOU RADAR NONITORING oF THE ZONES*
”'uHERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED | NASHINGTON1~D .C. DECEHBER 271 Laaa

'i»;};N» GUOTEI‘

xxxx*x xx*xxxsxx e

"'f7'bo _bO:{ ccee e

:TAUTHORITIES WOULD APPRECIATE THE CO““‘RATION oF U.S. T AUTHORTTIES

IN PARTICULAR THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES UOULD LIKE TO KNOU IF

':ON 1HE EVENING OF . JUNE a?,_Laaun IN THE NOMENTS PRECEDING AND

| LOCATION OF THE SAME I £, ST R
e - IN THE PERIOD BETNEEN 18 45 AND 19 15 GnT oF JUNE evqh?
LD R THE SPACE BETUEEN LATITUDE NORTH 39'" an' AND uu'
*';éni5 AND LONGITUDE EAST 121 30¢ AND 13 30'% R
- A} ANY U.S. NILITARY AIRCRAFT uAs FLYINGAINTTHEIAREA“AND

v,AT THE TTNE INDICATEDa.

. BY ANY U.S. NAVAL SHIP UAS IN THE AREA’ANﬂ”AT,TaEfIinegﬁg"'”"'
SJINDICATED S R

THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES UOULD FURTHERHORE LIKE To KNou UHAT ;T>,,a.,».*

'JNINFORHATION IS AVAILABLE FRON THE RADAR SYSTEHS OF U S EGUIPHENT?

o \—--_‘4




HAHAVE ANY INFORHATION FROH THE RADAR SYSTENS OF u.s. EGUIPHENT

-_Q@opCRATINs IN OR NEAR THE AREA

****t**__ xxxxxxxx

-j's;';TC}f_DEPSECDEF TAFT RESPONSEa 2y JAN 8.
QUOTE:  DEAR MR- AHBASSADOR

PURSUANT TO YOUR REQUEST OF E? DECEHBER lﬂ&&w UE AGAIN

f“]CHECKED INTO wHETHER ANY u. - MILITARY AIRCRAFT OR SHIPS uERE

T"”oPERATING IN THE DESIGNATED AREAS ON 27 JUNE mqana AND uHCTHCR us aé |

. _ ALL HILITARY CONHANDERS IN THE AREA HAVE BEEN QUERIED IN
i;RESPONSE TO YOUR AIDE HENOIRE OF e? DECENBER Lqﬁﬂ AND ALL

TINFORHATION AVAILABLE INDICATES THAT THE UNITED STATES DID NOT

ATTHAVE SHIPS OR AIRCRAFT OPERATING IN THE TYRRHENIAN SEA AT THE TInEj; REAR

*an THE" 7¢-ﬁ CRASH SINCE THERE UERE NO u s AIRCRAFT OR vESTELS

‘?QPERATING IN THE ZONE DEFINED IN YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OR IN OTHER jf L
'fAREAA SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOU RADAR HONITORING oF THE ZONE ERE
.‘T;UHERE THE INCIDENT OCCURREDa THERE IS NO INFORHATION THAT CAN BE ;;fﬁﬁ’
| LTPROVIDED FROM U.S. RADAR 'SYSTEMS. L | | et
EETS HOPE THAT THIS INFORHATION IS BENEFICIAL TO THE L
HTTINVESTIGATING COMMISSION. IF I CAN BE OF ANY FURTHER HELP oN THISQ?ff77
ffaissuz PLEASE LET. ME KNou; SINCERELYa uILLIAn H. TAFT,,Iv END

“*QUOTE

U JCSISC ALTERNATE HESSKGEFORM



O CONFIDENTTAL ¢ -
txxxxx XXXXXXKR

‘°“7REaucsr FOR INFORNATION "IN ORDER TO. PROVIDE THE nosr CONPLETE
”f;*;RESPONSE POSSIBLEa REQUEST You CONDUCT ANOTHER REVIEU OF_IHE

'.?:aQ_ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR connENTs vou HAVE THAT. uILL ASSIST TH{IEL?§ lfif5'
';[ITALIANS WOULD BE APPRECIATED REGUEST YOUR RESPONSE ev u APR aﬂ,
T DECL OADR N ” | Lo

JCSISC ALTERNAT' HESSAGEFORN

**xx***x*x_x&*xx



THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE vl

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301

94 JAN 1000

His Excellency Rinaldo Petrignani
Ambassador E. and P.

Embassy of Italy

1601 Fuller St., N.W.

washington, DC 20009

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

Persuant to your request of 27 Decerber 1988, we again
checked into whether any U.S. military aircraft or ships were
operating in the designated areas on 27 June 1980, and whether
we have any information from the radar systems of U.S. equipment
operating in or near the area. :

All Military Commanders in the area have been queried in
response to your Aide Memoire of 27 December 1988 and all infor-
mation available indicates that the United States did not have
ships or aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the time of
the DC-9 crash. Since there were no U.S. aircraft or vessels
operating in the zone as defined in yeur Aide Memoire or in other
areas sufficiently close as to allow radar monitoring of the zone
where the incident occurred, there is no information that can be

provided from U.S. radar systems.

I hope that this information is beneficial to the investigating
commission. If I can be of any further help on this issue please

let me know.

Sincerely,

Al 772?—5

William H. Taft, IV

-
)
| g
op)




[T JoINT sTAFF ACTlON-PROCESSINGHFORan.i‘APR mg,_,
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Aswmgeer e e SERVISE ACTON GUUESTED
' DoWning Of‘Itavia DC-9 on 27 June 1980_(U). - voTE () €O0O0RD (") mm'(y”mmgky'

o nems: FOR VOTE - =
(«" J-DIR____L* DJS___I._____ j

1 (U) JPugpose. Prov1de a proposed response to Italian Ambassador s
request for 1nformatlon concernlng the 1980 Ustica Air Crash. Tl

o facmion SUMMARY

2. (U) Discussion

S a. ;% Oon 27 Mar 89, Itallan Ambassador Petrignan1 vislted CJCS. - ‘He. '
- left’a copy of an aide memoire* which he had sent to DEPSECDEF 'I'aft on
"~ 23 March 89. It requested the US prov:.de more detailed information about
the 27 June 80 crash of an ITAVIA DC-9 in the Tyrrhem.an Sea.;jv-n

_-b.. (U) Subsequently, ‘cJcs discussed ‘the matter wlth DEPSECDEF Taft and
.Aagreed to prov:Lde the lnformatlon necessary for Taft to answer Petrlgnam..

. “(U) To obtaln the 1nformaticn necessary for a complete response, DJS
tasked** USCINCEUR to review the matter again and provide specific .
' ‘responses to the questlons posed in the aide memoire. '

» (U) ASD Lehman requested*** DJS provide the information. Secretary :
: _-Lehman s memorandum. was recelved in the Joint Staff on 4 April 89.

. T (U) USCINCEUR comments**** were received on 5 April 89." Follow-up :
. questlons were posed by EURDIV AO to USCINCEUR POC, OSD/ISP (EUR) A0, and
DOS Italy Desk Officer 1n order to prepare this correepondence. s R

- ff. (U) DEPSECDEF Taft has left his position a"xd his replacement has not
‘been confirmed. ‘Therefore, the enclosed CJCS memorandum- forwards a '
proposed memorandum for SECDEF- to send to Amb Petrignani .

. ACTION OFFICER - " o o T - COORDINATION/APPROVAL N R _
S OFFICE - * NAME & DATE EXTENSION OFFICE | WAMESDATE - | exvemsiom |
G.C. LaGassey |dhy-5_ /.LL /st 292/ ¢ o ‘ N
Major, USAF J.stQMJ.A.BALDmm._uSN
| 5-5 EURDIV - ,

49434/229 . | _3-3 fapt Trafton | 52541

Soo ol _osp/isp Mr. Johnson | 56507

ITALAL- Lt Col Kane. .. .| 71309

. _in_n}g_dp énegnnﬂlnil [ cuassrcaTion - T s ||smucnous '

At Baae ST ot 180 Coeo T CLASS BY DJS DECLAS OADR

o Jcs  FORW 136 IR PIIEVIOI.IS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM ARE nnsmm DE{L/&S 55

0?'7 " mef’ 57“@?(‘\ -

e PO 5
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ID ;TIAL:ff”>

’(Uf In addltlon to respondlng to the’ spec1f1c;wr1tten questlons:fg.“?
posed in Amb Petrlgnanl s aide memoire, the proposed ‘memorandum prov1des,_

:-a response to a verbal question that he .asked CJCS™ durlng his office’

meeting. The question concerned the location of then-Secretary ‘of State,{
Muskie's aircraft at the time cf the incident.  'DC§ AC cenfirms *hat hic-

-aircraft was on the ground ln Kuala Lumpur, Malay51a, at the tlme the';pi}

- DC=-9 crashed.

o 3.
‘ Atta
;Refe

*
k%

Ckkk

S ****

,(U) Recommendatlon. :CJCstignethe'ehcloséd_memoraﬁaﬁm

iCQNFI”'NTiALg”?ﬁi{JY”‘ﬁ}}f?“?ﬁf,fﬁifx2fgalﬁf

chment

rences: : ‘ ' : S T S
Italian’ Ambassador memorandum 23 March 1989 w1th alde memOLre

DJS 0114472 Mar 89 ° hﬂ;.nf
ASD Lehman memorandum, 29 March 1989 "Downlng of Itavla Dc 9 on _gu'-"‘
27 June 1980" . ) P - : . oy
USCINCEUR/ECCS 0417432 Apr 89




o OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN
. THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
wAsmr_«oTon o_c zoaw—oom

CM-1807-89 ©

04 May 1989 . -

o(bMEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

'firiSub]ect' Downlng of ITAVIA DC- 9 on 27 June 1980

VIXW;USCINCEUR conducted another rev1ew of its- records in llght of

<~$AAmbassador Petrlgnanl s recent aide memoire.* Based upon thls new;

'*frev1ew, the attached memorandum has. been prepared as a. suggested

‘.;i WILLIAM 7. CROWb, JR.
- " Chairman

Jolnt Chiefs of Staff

'~eresponse to Ambassador Petrlgnanl. g‘

" Attachment

‘-Reference: ‘ : T
T o* Itallan Ambassador alde memOLre,_Zs March 1989




 THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.

. WASHINGTON, THE DISTR ICT OF COLU MBI

. - His. Excellency Rinaldo Petrlgnanl
:‘Ambassador E. and P.
Embassy of Italy = -

. 1601 Fuller St., NW

| Washington, DC 20009 .
'Dear Mr.-Ambassador°_7"

o Pursuant to your request of 23 March 1989° and your offlce .
" call with the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, on 27 March 1989, o
1ganother review was conducted of US records for addltlonal RO
information that might be useful to the Government ‘of Italy 1n

- its ongoing 1nvest1gatlon of the ITAVIA DC-9 crash on S .

27 June 1980. : _

Headquarters, US European Command conducted a rev1ew of ltshgf'fﬁ

' records kacszd on the expanded questlons in your 23 March. 1989 o

alde mem01re._ Detalls of the review are 1lsted below.

‘A US Alrcraft Alrborne on: 27 June 1980._

o (1) us Navy hlstorlcal record checks document that
the air w1ng embarked. in USS Saratoga flew twenty-one sorties =

- from Naval Air Station Slgonella, Sicily on 27 June. :1980. . The.

last aircraft landed at 1618 local time, well before’ the. reported-
‘2100 local time Ustica air crash. Also, us Navy prlmary ‘data

. files for alr-to air missile carrlage and.expenditure: document j_
.zero captive flight or firing records for aircraft squadrons .of

. uss Saratoga or any other squadron of the Slxth Fleet between the
days of 26 June and 28 June 1980. ’ :

o (2) USAF records held at the 7555th Tactlcal S
"Tralnlng Squadron at Decimomannu, Sardlnla, reveal that there,” .

. ‘were no US Navy flights out of Decimomannu on ‘27 June. 1980, norl*
.. was there any use’ of the Capo Frasca air-to-ground _range -on ‘that:

- .date’ = The records also indicate that dally flying’ operatlons by -
. relements - -of Headquarters, US Air Forces in Europe (USAFE) at -

. Decimomannu were completed by 1700 hours local: tlme., Therefore : o
all USAFE alrcraft were on the ground at the. tlme of the 1ncxdent zﬁ;xj




* Tetained for only 24 hours, unless unusual circumstances .

o - b. Voice, Radar, or’Other‘ReoOrdings. “No~ volce”or

’radar recordings of air traffic in the Tyrrhenlan Sea” for the
everning of 27 June 1980 are currently available.. The' < . - "
"rrncednree in use.at the time railed for eucbtreccrdvhne to he '

. required a longer period. The absence of records- lndlcates N
that nothing abnormal was detected. :Ships in port are: requ1red;»“~~

e to ‘'shut down radar systems, therefore, the majorlty of the.

......

‘kareas where they were berthed

: c. P051t10n of SARATOGA and 1ts Task Force. The A
Enclosure provides the positions of Sixth Fleet shlps for the
evening of 27 June. 1980. - The listing was extracted from the. CL T e
Sixth Fleet Employment Schedule, ships’ deck logs,(and command TR
histories obtalned from the Naval Hlstorlcal Center. R

, With regard to your verbal questlon to- Admlral Crowe-19°””etfﬂw<
. concerning Italian press reports that allege then—Secretary of -
State Muskie was flying in the.area at the time, the: Department;'
of State confirms that Mr. Muskie.was in Kuala Lumpur, .. O
‘Malaysia, when the. incident occurred He traveled from Ankara,gf‘.,u
.. Turkey, on 26 June, arriving in Kuala Lumpur at 0245 Itallan ;J“f“’
ftlme on: 27 June 1980. . S : SRR

R hope that these commentz from the final review of i
available US records are. helpful to your government in settllngf*‘
this. 1nvestlgatlon v , .

‘Sincerely,

;Enciosure{,
" As stated:




ENCLOSURE -

' SIXTH FLEET SHIP POSITIONS ON 27 JUNE 1980 - - =

. eHIP .© 'LOCATION

" SARATOGA - . Naples (Anchorage)

DAHLGREN”:v. . s Napigs;(Moored Molo Angioino)nldt“
| ‘nbALE" ‘;f:‘,; ' "AegeAn Sea (En. route Athens)fi:"‘ii"
" D. B. BEARY. 3 "VAegeén Sea (En route Athens)"ﬂ
'BRISCOE o S  Athens

'HCOMTE DE GRASSE o 'Athens>
V':STUMP B ‘.'T_' palma; épain
:ikHEWES : .’V]~- o 'palﬁa, Spain
'fluc DONNELL 7. palma, Spain
| VREELAND . Palma, Spain
. PUGET sounb‘l'_  Palma, Spain
l"’PAWCATUCK .. Palma, Spain | o
: GUADALCANAL ::'f -_V'Carboneras, Spéin (TrainingSAnéhofnéé)
‘.“fJ,NASHVILLE‘t | . ' jCarbonéfas; Snain (Tralnlng Anchorage{ l
| PENSACOLA ?,:DnlS;S ;Carbnnéraé;SSpéin (Tralning Anchoragef?v
K LAMOURE COUNTY " Cérboneraé; Spain (Tralnlng Anchorageyfnfj
_BARNSTABLE COUNTYnV. Carbongraé,'Spain (Training Anchoragex;u
_AUSTIN f _JS_,‘ff 'Appfbx 3s‘i3N; 005 17E Westbound at | |
Tailo o 2719002 Based: on 271000z and 2aosooz oo

'\<p051tlons.

"SANTA“SASSARAff!'f~' Sousse, Tun;sié& :




" NOTE:~

’_.SHIP

';;MT BAKER‘]

vﬂ;SYLVANIAf

?'RIGEL

‘ﬂfCALOOSAHATCHEE

KALAMAZOO

©mecovmmr

-ynnosno '

'°tgG1LM0RE Qf-‘

.‘ORION

°'”f:spADEFIsn_y“.
* spasionaE "

. GREENLING

w::;}conrz DE GRASSE, STUMP, HEWES, | AND VREELAND were

| mooamon
,ekzs June, Arrlved'Aegust
‘Malaga, Spaln e"hfb
,1vArr1ved Cagliari 30 June)

l La Spe21a

'“Kalamata. Greece .

_.ia‘Maddalene

' Eastern Medlterranean (Departed Halfa;°

BazfqpaJupe)f?f~"

| ., Malaga, , Spain

»,Aegean Sea (Departed Athensjzs June'e?ffﬂﬁ

, Villefranche, France 1“.eji;9*ﬁ‘? ;'

La.Maddalena

 Central Mediterraheaﬁ?.ﬁzi'i;f"

Central Mediterranean .

Central Mediterranean . = - - | .

:Only the SARATOGA DAHLGREN, DALE, BRISCOE,

i;isurface—to alr mlssile capable in 1980o.u;;i;5%;5.,
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CONFIDENTIAL
- SUBJ: ITALIAN REQUEST FOR ADDITIG‘AL INFOE‘ATION CNCERNIK%

. USTICA AIR CRASH (U) - N
(€} ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE US PETRIGMANI VISITED ¢ics on

- '21 MAR 80 AND LEFT HIN A COPY OF AN AIDE-MEMOIRE THAT HE HAD SENT =
10 DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 23 MAR 89. THE AIDE-MEMOIRE, QUOTED VERBATIN

BELOW, REQUESTS THE US PROVIDE ADDITIWL IIFOHATIN CONCERNING

. THE JUN 80 USTICA DC-9 CRASH.

QUOTE. WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE ITALIAN GOVERHEITAL

< INVESTIGATION ON THE DOWNING ON JUNE 27, 1980, IN THE CENTRAL

- TYRRHENIAN SEA (BETWEEN THE ISLANDS OF PONZA AND USTICA) OF AN
ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETWEEN BOLOGMA AND PALERMO. THE ITALIAN
AUTHORITIES HAVE ASKED FOR THE COOPERATION OF US AUTHORITIES IN

" ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

‘ PURSUANT TO A REQUEST MADE OM DECEMBER 27, 1988 BY THE
" AMBASSADOR OF ITALY, THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ALREADY

PROVIDED THE AMBASSADCR OF ITALY - THROUGH HIS LETTER OF JAMUARY

24, 1989 - INFORMATION ON THE MATTER, WHICH HAS BEEN HELPFYL TO

" THE TTALIAN GOVERNMENTAL INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE.

_THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD NOW APPRECIATE THE FURTHER

* COOPERATION OF THE U.S. AUTHORITIES IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL

AND DETAILED INFORMATION ON SOME POINTS CRUCIAL FOR THE CGICLUSIUI_ :

OF THE INVESTIGATION. THEY ARE, IN PARTICULAR, INTERESTED IN

o KNOWING (AND THEY WOULD APPRECIATE THE MOST DETAILED ELENENTS IN.

THIS REGARD):

- EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980 IN AREAS AND IN PERIO0S OF TIME EVEN NOT -
" DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE ONES WHERE AND WMEN THE USTICA INCIDENT

OCCURRED: ‘
B) VHETHER EITHER SARATOGA OR OTHER US ‘SHIPS HAVE VOICE,
. AADAR OR OTHER RECORDINGS OF AIR TRAFFIC OF ANY KIND IN THE :

EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980 (SEVERAL ITALIAN NEWSPAPERS HAVE REPORTEDl‘A

THAT SUCH RECORDIK;S 00 INOEED EXIST AND, FURTHERMORE. THAT THEY
NAY HAVE BEEN HANDED OVER TO THE ITALIAN JUDGE. ALTHOUGH THIS LAST
DETAIL HAS ALREADY BEEN DENIED BY US AUTHORITIES): :
o " C) THE POSITION OF SARATOGA AND ALL THE SHIPS CWFRISED :

CIN OR RELATED TO ITS TASK FORCE IN THE EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980,

" ON THE ONE HAND, AND, ON THE OTHER HAMD, THE POSITION OF ANY OTHER -
i7" US SHIP (I1.E. NOT PERTAINING TO THE SARATOGA TASK FORCE AND NOT - -
7 LYING AT ANCHOR IN THE ROAOSTEAD OF THE NAPOLI HARBOR) INTHE

NEDITERRANEAN SEA IN THE EVENING IN QUESTION. WASHINGTON, D.C.

- MARCH 23, 1989. END QUOTE. - 4
2. (C) THIS IS THE SECOND FORMAL REQUEST FROM AMB PETRIGNANI FOR
" INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRASH. HIS FIRST AIDE-MEMOIRE, -

PRESENTED TO DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 27 DEC 88, WAS AMSWERED ON 24 JAN -
.89, BOTH THE AIDE-WEMOIRE AND THE DEPSECDEF RESPOMSE ARE WED ‘
" BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION. ) ,

A, (C) AMB_PETRIGNANI AIDE-MEMOIRE, 27 DEC 88.
QUOTE. WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE INVESTIGATION ON THE

" DOWNING O JUNE 27, 1380 IN THE CENTRAL TYRRMENIAN SEA OF AN

ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETWEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO, THE ITALIAN

_ "~ AUTHORITIES WOULD APPRECIATE THE COOPERATION OF U.S. AUTHORITIES. -
“'IN ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. - o

R IN PARTICULAR THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES KIJLD LIKE TO mv If
.- ON THE EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1080, IN THE MOMENTS PRECEDING AND . - -

< FOLLOWING THE ACTUAL TIME OF THE INCIDENT, AND IN THE PRESLI!ED
" LOCATION OF TAE SAME. 1.E.:

IN THE PERIOD smccn 18:45 AND 19:15 GHT OF JUNE no

30 AND LM!TUDE EAST 12 30 AND 13 JD s

ACTION J5(3\ SRS R -'_m'.'cﬂ‘)"‘
-5iN_F0 ucsm oasm stm oocmvm C e

S MCN 89091/04125

Jes INFORMATION ,AxT
SERVICE CENTER

 INDICATED.

o .

‘ A) WHETHER ANY US AIRCRAFT - HAVING TAKEN OFF EITHER FRO‘
. SARATOGA OR FROM ANY OTHER U.S. SHIP STATIONED IN THE -
" MZOTTERRANFAN SEA (R FROM LAND BASES - WERE AIRBORNE IN THE

IN THE SPACE BETWEEN LATITUDE NORTH 30° 30° AND m-‘; .

*’“L”,f St ff

-430'/()‘ G0

TOR 89091

TIAL

a; ANY 5. nmemt AIRCMFI ns runc Il THE AREA m‘f—

o THE TINE INDICATED:

B) ANY U.S. ﬁAgAL SHIP VAS ll THE AREA AID AT THE TINE

THE TTALIEM A AUTK)RITIES WOULD FIIRTHERMGRE LIKE T0 240 mr"ﬁf
INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE FROM_THE RADAR SYSTEMS OF i.S. EQUIMMENS =

. WHICH HAPPENED TO BE IN THE 20NE AS DEFINED ABOVE OR IN OTHER
" AREAS. SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOW RADAR NONITORING OF THE ZOME

WHERE THE INCIDENT (ICURRED . WASHINGTON, D.C. DECEDER 27 1988

(C) DEPSECDEF TAFT RESPNSE u JAI 89
QDTE DEAR MR. AMBASSADOR: -
~ PURSUAMT TO YOUR REQUEST OF 27 DECMER 1988 W AGAII
CHECKED INTO WHETHER ANY U.S. WILITARY AIRCRAFT OR SHIPS WERE .
OPERATING IN THE DESIGNATED AREAS ON 27 JUNE 1980, AMD WHETHER VE

" HAVE ANY INFORMATION FROM THE RADAR SYS‘TEIS Of U S. EWIMIT
. OPERATING IN OR NEAR THE AREA.

ALL MILITARY COMMAMDERS IN THE AREA HAVE BEEI QJERIED Il
RESPONSE TO YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OF 27 DECEMBER 1988 AND ALL -
INFORMATION AVAILABLE INDICATES THAT THE UNITED STATES DID NOT

" HAVE SHIPS OR AIRCRAFT OPERATING IN THE TYRRHEMIAM SEA AT THE TIME
- OF THE DC-9 CRASH. ~ SINCE THERE WERE MO U.S. AIRCRAFT OR VESSELS

OPERATING IN THE ZOME DEFINED IN YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OR IN OTHER

" AREAS SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOW RADAR MONITORING OF THE ZOME - T
*.. WMERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED, THERE IS MO IIFMTIN THAT CAI ZE

PROVIDED FROM U.S. RADAR SYSTEMS. -
© 1 HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS. BEIKFICIAL 10 THE

" INVESTIGATING COMISSION. IF I CAN BE OF ANY FURTHER HELP oi THIS
s PLEASE LET ME KNV, SINCERELY, VILLIM H. TAFT, IV. €M0

(C) THE IOST RECEIT AIDE-!MIR[ EXPANDS THE SCOPE oF TNE -

‘REQJEST FOR IRFORMATION. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE MOST COMPLETE

RESPONSE POSSIBLE, REQUEST YOU COMDUCT AMOTHER REVIEW OF THE

_ INFORMATION AVAILABLE AND PROVIDE SPECIFIC RESPONSES FOR SUBPARAS :

A THROUGH C OF AM3 PETRIGMANI'S AIDE MEMOIRE OF 23 WAR 89. ANY

" ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR COMMENTS YOU HAVE THAT WILL ASSIST TME
* ITALIANS WOULD BE APPRECIATED. REGIEST _YOUR RESPONSE BY 4 APR 88.

DECL OADR BT
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE,

- WASHINGTON. DC 20301-2600 R
29 MAR tsﬂo ;
In rePly refer to.,

[} ('\"\S ¥ QO- ) ) v

e

L"-JJ. 7 &
.

INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY POLICY

_MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR JOINT STAFF

: SUBJECT:' Downlnc of Itav1a DC 9 on 27 June 1980

on 23 March, Ambassador Petrlgnanl sent an alde mem01re to ) :
 DepSecDef requesting information supporting the lnvestlgatlon‘[FQ-i*;"'"
of the loss .of the Itavia DC-=9 on 27 June 1980 (attached). = We:
understand that the Chairman was given an 1dent1cal alde mem01re
during his meetlng with the Ambassador ‘on 27 March

_ I ‘would appreciate- the J01nt Staff s aSSLStance 1n prov1d1ng
the requested information so that. the Deputy Secretary can reply
fThls information is tequested by COB,)’ prll :

U,J/ . ;é/Lw.ZE

Ronald F. Lehman II

Attachment
as stated
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DOWNING OF ITAVIA DC-9 ON 27 JUNE 1980 .
1. ;The attached 1s referred to J-S for DJS reply

2. ‘The s suspense date for this actlon is 6 Aprll 1989 unlesstﬂf

an exten51on is coordlnated w1th the Secretary, J01nt Staff

Joint'Secretatiat.?i
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In reply” refer to'f,ﬂ_'
T _ I- 51925/89 B
UINTERNATIONAL P o R
T SECURITY POLICY R : . : Co S

vi:,5MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR JOIVT STAFF -
'SUBJECT. Downlng of Itav1a DC -9 on 27 June 1980

On 23 March Ambassador Petrlgnanl sent an alde mem01re to
,}'DepSecDef requesting information supporting the. 1nvestlgatlonf*:
 of the loss of the Itavia DC-9 on 27 June 1980 (attached). - We ...

. . understand that the Chairman was given an 1dent1cal aide: mem01ref
: durlng his meetlng w1th the Ambassador on 27 March.-j,-, '

; I would apprec1ate the Joint’ Staff s assistance . in prov1d1ngi;ﬂﬁ""'
.'the requested information so that: the Deputy Secretary can reply._f
~ This 1nformatlon is requested by COB g prll. T

/M% %;wﬂi

S Ronald F. Lehman II

‘At tachment
.. as stated
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i ‘ _ . | SIGNATURE. . - ] sJs numsen
R K : Do INFORMATION ' '
| sussect Lo - semm:: ACTION NtuutS1ED

 USTICA: Charges That US Radar Has

Records of Ustica Incident *(U) _ . ,VQTE ()00 () NRO () ME Pq_‘

'RELEASE FOR VOTE

WOR 1 - 4

ACTION SUMMARV

(U) gpose. Responds to AMEMBASSY Rome with proposed US coord;.nat d
reply for use in an "if asked" ba51s concernlng the Ustlca 1nc1dent."l4£

2. (U) Dlscu551on

Ca. (57 On 4 May 1989 the cJcs forwarded* a memorandum to Secretary of
Defense suggesting a response to Italian Ambassador Petrignani’s request
for more detailed information about the 27 June 80 crash of an ITAVIA
'DC-9 in the Tyrrhenlan Sea. Deputy Secretary of Defense Atwood's letter
of May 15, 1989** informed the Italians of the whereabouts of US
aircraft; the fact that there were no US voice, radar, or other : ‘
recordings available from the day of the crash; and finally, the pos1tlon
of the SARATOGA and its task force. That letter, which contains relevant
‘unclazsified information absolving US military assets of. involvement 1n4 3
the crash has never been made public by the Itallans. . :

b. (U) Now the Italian Interparliamentary Commission on Slaughter amd
Terrorism.is again looking into the crash. A member of the Italian
Defense Committee of the Chamber of Deputies has stated that the radar of
. the USS SARATOGA, anchored off -the port of Naples the nlght of the Ustlca
1nc1dent must have reglstered what happened. S R

o m—
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OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN |

' THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
* WASHINGTON. 0.C. 20318-0001

104 Mav 1289
;;vfMEMORANDUM FOR THE. SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

| dSubject' Downlng of ITAVIA DC- 9 on 27 June 1980 N

‘fUSCINCEUR conducted another rev1ew of its: records 1n 1iqht of
iAmbassador Petrzgnanl s recent alde memoire. * 'vBased upon thls newé,qf"

rev1ew, the attached memorandum has been prepared as a suggested Ll

WILLIAM J. CROWE, JR.
Chairman .
Joint Chiefs of $taff

m"response to Ambassador Petrlgnanl.

QfAtracnment

. Reference. : o _
ook Itallan Ambassador alde mem01re, 23.Marchv1989
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. EB/TRA/AVP':JSGRAVATT:SAB . 8§51
11/08/88  b4?-9341 A
[EB/TRA/AVP: DRSCHUARTZ

S e e s 2 e o e ame s

:EUR/UE RSNYDER T ' v,NTSB RBENSON1 AI‘3D

- FAA/AFS-300:JCMACIDULL - PM/RASA/ISP:COL.UREAST ~ 7770 .
S 523382 Mo xr e _.y_ _
-~ SECDEF _ . .. Forme
“IMMEDIATE T TRoME e

?TPRIORITY LONDON~ PARIS PRIORITYw BONN PRIORITYn NAPLES PRIORITYa,ﬂ; 
PALERHO PRIORITYA BRUSSELS PRIORITY1 USNATO PRIORITanILAN PRIORIIY{

7. - 6‘1‘%’6**3_65{[6;
EAIR1 MOPS+ PREL. IT AR B fﬁ'“- {f- '5vﬁi:”R3‘4’
o THE . S. AND THE USTICA AIR CRASH OF ITAVIA pg
DC-9 | o L

REF: ROHE 252k7 T e scfic

1. THE DEPARTMENT HAS OBTAINED THE FOLLOUING INFORnATIoN,fﬁ1uCJK§;;é
- FROM THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD {NTSS} AS -
A PARTIAL ANSWER TO REFTEL. { . C

2. IN ACCORDANCE WITH GRAVATT/W00D TELECON. JOSEPH |
PONTECORVO OF THE U.S. FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
{FAAYs THEN AT ROME. WAS APPOINTED BY NTSB AS THE U.S.-
ACCREDITED REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE SUBJECT AIR CRASH-;_fﬁR:"

. MR. PONTECORVO CAN NOW BE REACHED IN THE FLIGHT .. - . — &~ =—————r
. STANDARDS OFFICE OF FAA AT BRUSSELS. = - VH,;A;~M,};l;_;__,+b

3. FOLLOUING THE CRASHs AT THE REQUEST OF THE ITALIAN_“*'Q,f*““"T‘
GOVERNMENT  'JOHN C. MACIDULL {NOW AT FAA HEADQUARTERSw-:};j!~ —
<. ON 202-2b7-9L39}, THEN SENIOR. INVESTIGATORs,AIRCRAFT R
PERFORMANCE+ AT NTSB. PASSED TO THE ITALIAN GOVERNHENT _
.. HIS ANALYSIS OF THE RADAR RECORDING {PARA. 3 OF REFTEL}.,?&;
1ij;ENO COPIES wERE KEPT BY NTSB- AT THE TIHE OF THE LR

|
1
t

L SR
T '
DY R DN AR SN

L fa}ﬁ{jgt[;v,_ff*iv: f1f'a¢ -§; ,15,75 L UNCLASSIFIED'




o ’:"il‘_"VUN'CLAS‘S'.IF'IXED',, R F—’ '

"'FALKLANDS UARs HACIDULL S REDORT UAS REVEALED IN DETAIL_Q"[V -
- QN AN HOUR-LONG BBC PANORAMA PROGRAM BY TOM MANGOLD. - AR
" {THE PROGRAM WAS NOT SHOWN IN THE U.S. “AND . NACIDULL DOESﬁf{“”

NOT KNOU "HOW HIS REPORT UAS OBTAINED } R '

'*,“- ON JUNE 11 an?, THE NTSB ASSISTED AN ITALIAfﬂg"‘[*5;;JgN'; .
'DELEGATION IN THE READ-OUT OF THE ITAVIA DC-9°'S. . “‘~f,;q,,g,>;;-~
- COCKPIT VOICE RECORDER. WHICH HAD BEEN IN THE SEA FOR: T S
SEVEN YEARS BUT WAS IN GOOD CONDITION. THE TAPE READ
" AS IF EVERYTHING WAS NORMAL IN THE COCKPIT BUT THEN
. THERE CAME A SUDDEN END+ APPARENTLY INDICATING A -
. COMPLETE ELECTRICAL FAILURE IN THE AIRCRAFT.:..:~ 3

JS.A "NTSB IS TRYING TO REACH STEVEN LUNDs UHO S
PARTICIPATED IN THE NCDONNELL DOUGLAS INVESTIGATION VV

. UNCLASSIFIED




UNCGLASOSIF] I:U

 'JOINT STAFF s
INFO SERVICE CENTER

HEADLINES:

CUORRIGRIV . YN RUEHROAISGS 2861208

**"P 1311507 OCT B9 INZ1
- FM USIS ROME ‘
~+°70° USINFO WASHDC PRIORITY
© . " AQTACGP AVIANO AB IT//CC/IN/PA//
. COMSIXTHFLT
* COMSUBGRU ETGHT
" USISSION GENFVA
" NSO -LA MADDALENA i
.~ AMCONSUL NAPLES
NAVSUPPACT NAPLES IT
PERSUPPACT NAPLES IT
USKMR SHAPE BE
_16AF TORREJON AB SP//PA//
- AMEMBASSY VIENNA
~JCS WASHOC '
7275ABG SAN VITO DEI NORMANNI AS IT//PA//
CTF SIX SEVEN
. CORSEB VICENIA IT//SAPA-SEB-X0//
USASETAF VICENZA IT//AESE-GBI-CIT//STH SUPCOM//
" USDEL NST GENEVA NAS SIGONELLA IT

.- AMCONSUL FLORENCE
AMCONSUL GENOA
AMCONSUL MILAN
COMFAIRMED NAPLES IT
USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT

. AMCONSUL PALERMO

" UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 ROME 21563
" *PERISHABLE INFORMATION -- DO NOT SERVICE"

... USIA FOR P/ -
" GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-B0B HEATH

" NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO
. TORREJON FOR 16TH AF/PA
- VIENNA FOR USDEL . -
JOINT STAFF FOR J-5 LT. CL. LAGASSEY
STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA
- ' USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN, VOA NENS/CA EU
£ iPIRwERSTEIN

“- £.0. 12356: N/A

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDTA REACTIGH REPORT -
- WEDIA REACTION REPORT -- UCIUBER 1§ Alsss

A. LEAD STORIES: ITALIAN PRESIDENT COSSIGA'S VISIT TO
THE U.S.; THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN EAST GERMANY: NEW
REVELATIONS ABOUT THE 1980 USTICA AIRCRASH.

' THIS REPORT WILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLONING ITEMS
» ITALIAN PRESIDENT COSSIGA'S VISIT TO THE U.S.

1.
2. EAST GERMANY
3. 1980 USTICA AIR CRASH

B TREATHENT

- kl. ITALIAN PRESIDENT COSSIGA'S VISIT TO NASHINGTON

- REPORTS ON PRESIDENT COSSIGA'S STATE VISIT TO THE U.S.

- DRAW UPON COSSIGA'S PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE CONCLUSION
" OF HIS MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON WITH PRESIDENT BUSH AND
OTHER ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS. FOCUS IS ON THE

- ITALIAN PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS ABOUT THE OLIVETTI CASE, .

- SEEN AS AN ATTEMPT TO PLAY. IT DOWN IN THE FACE OF U.S.

" AND ITALIAN PRESS REPORTS TALKING OF A "CLOUD" IN -

o US ITALIAN RELATIONS

R JOINT‘STAFF “

A87TMW .COMISO AS IT//PA//

OLA4B7TMW SIGONELLA IT//CC/PM//
USMISSION USNATO PRIORITY
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECPAO//
SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY .

!

. CHARACTERIZED HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON..

~ "COSSIGA: U, S ITALIAN RELATIONS ARE EXCELLENT" (FRONT
~ PAGE, CORRIERE DELLA SERA)

*COSSIGA: 'THERE IS NO OLIVETTI CASE " (FRONT PAGE
LEFTIST, - INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA) .
"C0SSIGA: 'LET'S FIGHT DRUGS IN COOPERATION WITH
EASTERN EUROPE ™ /LA STAMPA) :
"COSSIGA: 'LET'S FIGHT TOGETHER AGAINST DRUGS'™ (FRONT
PAGE, IL MESSAGGERO)

- "BUSH: 'WE WILL RESOLVE THE OLIVETTI CASE TOGETHER"' ;
-(FRONT PAGE, IL SOLE-24 ORE)

"OLIVETTI EASE TURNS. INTO A STORM™ (LEAD STORY, It
TEMPO) S
"COSSIGA: 'THE OLIVETTI CASE IS NOT DIVIDING US'" (IL

~ RESTO DEL CARLINO)

"THE OLIVETTI CASE DOES NOT SPOIL COSSIGA S VISIT (IL
GIORNALE) o

- COMMENTS:

LEADING CENTRIST CORRIERE DELLA SERA REPORT FROM NEW
YORK BY MASSIMO GAGGI: "THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES ARE

* . TRYING TO PLAY DOWN THE OLIVETTI-USSR AFFAIR VHICH

BT

~ UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 04 ROME 21563
" "PERISHABLE INFORMATION -- 00 NOT SERVICE"

USIA FOR P/M
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-BOB HEATH
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO o

. TORREJON FOR 16TH AF/PA

VIENNA FOR USDEL
JOINT STAFF FOR J-5 LT. CL. LAGASSEY

"STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA

USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN, Vo NEWS/CA, EU,
P/RWERSTEIN :

£ 0 12356 NA .
SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT

BROKE UP DURING COSSIGA® VISIT. NEETING WITH _
JOURNALISTS YESTERDAY, COSSIGA ADMITTED THAT THE ISSUE
OF 'STRATEGIC" TECHNOLOGY SALES TO THE USSR WAS RAISED
BY PRESIDENT BUSH DURING THE MEETING AT THE WHITE
HOUSE, BUT ADDED THAT IT 'DOES NOT CONCERN - o
U.S.-ITALIAN BILATERAL RELATIONS AND THAT IT IS NOT A
CONTENTIOUS ISSUE...' AMERICANS, HOWEVER...MADE A

POINT OF EMPHASIZING THAT THE CASE IS A SERIOUS ONE,
PROBABLY MORE
wmmmmmmummmw i
ADMINISTRATION SOURCES. . B

LEFTIST. INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA REPORT FR(M

WASHINGTCN: "ACCORDING TO COSSIGA, THE OLIVETTI CASE
WAS CREATED BY MEDIA, THIRSTY FOR SENSATIONAL TITLES
AT A TIME WHEN NO OTHER NEWS-MAKING EVENT

NO CLOUDS,
ASSURED COSSIGA, ARE SPOILING THE 'VERY SPECIAL !
LONG-TIME ROME-WASHINGTON FRIENDSHIP

LEADING ECONOMIC DAILY IL SOLE-24 ORE REPORT Y‘
WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT MARIO PLATERQ: "THE 'NDD

COUPLE’ OF ITALY'S FOREIGN POLICY -- A REASSURING mMD.

' S T I SR _ CAUTIOUS PRESIDENT COSSIGA, AND AN. AGGRESSIVE AND g
- ACTION J5(3) : (M) STRAIGHT-FORWARD FOREIGN MINISTER DE MICHELIS -- HAS o7

. INFO cac5(7) DJs: (1) JT(E) SHAPE LNO(2) USDP: PDISP(I)
- USDP:DASDEUR(2) USDP:DSAA(4) USDP:ESN(1) USDP:VP(1)
" USDP:EUR POL(1) USDP:BE% PUL(1) USDP:NATOPOL(1) .
VP-FRD(1) S030(:) -
< 4NATS CJS WASHINGTON DC
- +USEUCOM AIDES VAIHINGEN GE - -
©+(OMISOC FT BRAGG NC//J2// -
-="_ +DIRAFMIC FT DETRICK MD//IS// .
', +USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN NACDILL AFB FL
.- +MAC INTEL CEN SCOTT AFB IL//IN//
- +FSTC INTEL OPS CHARLOTTESVILLE VA,

. MCN 89286/04577

. TOR=89286/1210Z

UNCLASSIFIED

" ACHIEVED A VERY CLEAR GOAL IN WASHINGTON, I.f.,

INFORMING THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION ABOUT THF NEW
PRIORITIES OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT, AINED AT -

' ASSIGNING TO OUR COUNTRY A PROMINENT ROLE IN EUROPE S
-, NEW CONFIGURATION

ROME CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO REPORT FRW NASHINGTON

. i "*WE COULD MOT HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BETTER THAN THIS,"
. - COMMENTED COSSIGA THE DAY AFTER THE RECEPTION IN HIS
.. HONOR AT THE WHITE HOUSE..

IN ANY EVENT, SAID -
COSSIGA, 'NO DIFFERENCES OF A POLITICAL NATURE EXIST_

TAD= 89286/12132 CDSN MAZ155 .

GE 1 OF
- 1311592 0OCT 89
04 SECT ms




UNCLASSIFIED

JOINT STAFF

BT

- -'BETWEEN ITALY AND THE U.S. WHICH COULDFAFFECT FUTURE

- INITIATIVES IN THE FIELD OF EAST-WEST RELATIONS'....".
CENTRIST LA STAMPA REPORT FROM WASHINGTON BY SPECIAL

.. - CORRESPONDENT PAOLO PATRUNO: "WE CAN SAY THAT

COSSIGA'S STATE VISIT TO THE U.S. WAS CHARACTERIZED BY
AN EXCELLENT ATMOSPHERE IN BILATERAL RELATIONS... THE

- TWO PRESIDENTS ESTABLISHED A FRIENDLY PERSONAL

- RELATIONSHIP .

* BOLOGNA'S CENTER RIGHT IL RESTO DEL CARLINO REPORT
FROM WASHINGTON: "A SUCCESS. 'IT COULD NOT HAVE GONE

.f' UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF 04 ROME 21563

' ;‘ "PERISHABLE INFORNATION == DO NOT SERVICE'

USIA FOR P/M
- GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-BOB HEATH
- NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO
. TORREJON FOR 16TH AF/PA
VIENNA FOR USDEL
JOINT STAFF FOR J-5 LT. CL. LAGASSEY
. STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA
" USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN, VOA NENS/CA eu,
P/ROMERSTEIN »

© .. E.0. 12356: N/A

_ SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT

.. BETTER THAN THIS'... COSSIGA DID NOT HIDE HIS
SATISFACTION ABOUT THE ATMOSPHERE AND THE RESULTS OF
KIS TALKS WITH PRESIDENT BUSH AND OTHER TOP-LEVEL
. ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS... A FRIENDLY, BILATERAL

" RELATIONSHIP WHICH WAS NOT SPOILED EVEN BY U.S.
- SUSPICION ABOUT THE POSSIBLE EXPORTS OF HIGH

TECHNOLOGY TO THE USSR BY OLIVETTI..."

" LEADING CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE: "THE CIA CONDUCTED

INVESTIGATIONS, STATE DEPARTMEMT OFFICIALS PREPARED A

.~ DOSSIER, A U.S. UNDER SECRETARY IS ABOUT TO GO TO ROME

. TO ASK FOR CLARIFICATIONS, BUSH RAISED THE PROBLEM
DURING THE MEETING IN THE OVAL OFFICE. YET FOR
- FRANCESCO COSSIGA THE 'OLIVETTI CASE IS NOT A

~+ - CASE'.... U.S.-ITALIAN RELATIONS ARE STILL EXCELLENT
“.- EVEN THOUGH SOME DIFFERENCES EXIST. PRESIDENT

" COSSIGA, FOR EXAMPLE, ADMITTED 'DIFFERENCES' ON

. LIBYA... POSITIONS ARE DIFFERENT ALSO ON THE DRUG

ISSUE. THE ITALIAN PRESIDENT SAID THAT 'THE BUSH PLAN

IS VALID, BUT IS STRICTLY LINKED TO THE SITUATION IN

THE'U.S., TO THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THAT NATION.' IN

- SHORT, 'IT IS NOT EXPORTABLE, EVEN THOUGH WE CANNOT
-~ LEAVE THE UNITED STATES ALONE IN ITS FIGHT AGAINST

" DRUGS'."

2. EAST GERMANY
HEADLINES:

"'BILD": "HONECKER IS GOING TO RESIGN' -- HOPES AND
DOUBTS IN BERLIN® (FRONT PAGE, CORRIERE DELLA SERA)
" "BERLIN LOOKING FOR HIS OWN GORBACHEV" (LEFTIST,

~. INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA)

"HONECKER'S DAYS ARE NUNBERED® (LEAD STORY, LA STAMPA)

. "HONECKER TO RESIGN IN A WEEK?" (LEAO STORY IL
GIORNALE) )

~COMMENTS: -

v FRONT-PAGE'REPORT FROM BERLIN IN CENTRIST LA STANPAE
"THE EAST GERMAN POPULATION, ASTONISHED BY THE
‘COMMUNIST PARTY LEADERSHIP'S SUDDEM ACCEPTANCE OF THE

: - -REQUESTS BY REFORMIST GROUPS, DID NOT REACT YESTERDAY ‘

TO THE UNEXPECTED OPENING. DOES THE DATE OF OCTOBER

- REALLY MARK THE BEGINNING OF PERESTROIKA, OR IS IT-

; SIMPLY A TACTICAL MOVE, THE REPRESENTATIVES OF POPULAR

| ?“:.,novsnsuts WERE wonntnxns VESTERDAY. .."
T _

g
" ;UNCLAS SECTION 04 OF 04 RONE 21553

' INFO SERVICE CENTEA

. "PERISHABLE INFORMATION - OOLNOT SERVICE'

. UMeN= 89286/04577 TOR=89386/1210Z

UNCLASSIFIED‘

USIA FOR P/M

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST BOB HEATH :;;_,' L

- NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO - . S
*_TORREJON FOR 16TH AF/PA D
. VIENNA FOR USDEL - = = -
“JOINT: STAFF £0R J-8 LT C‘ uncne ey

" STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPH INR, PA

USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN VOA NEHS/OA AEU
P/ROMERSTEIN

CE.0. 12356 WA - L
SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT

3. 1980 USTICA AIR CRASH

- REPORTS ON ONGOING INVESTIGATIONS OF THE IQBO USTICA -

AIR CRASH LEAD WITH ITALIAN AIR FORCE CHIEF OF STAFF.

_ FRANCO PISANO'S TESTIMONY IN WHICH PISANO AFFIRMED

THAT A "FRIENDLY" FIGHTER PLANE WAS FLYING CLOSE TO . -
THE ITAVIA DC-9 THE DAY OF THE ACCIDENT. - COMMENTATORS.

mumnxmmwummmmmmmwwummuj'“

TURNING POINT IN INVESTIGATIONS

_ HEADLINES (FRONT PAGES) _ _
© "USTICA: THE GENERAL CHANGES HIS rnuru' (CORRIERE

DELLA SERA)
"THE GENERAL CONFESSES: 'ANOTHER AIRPLANE NAS FLYING

BEHIND THE DC-9'" (LEFTIST, INDEPENDEMT LA REPUBBLICA)} o

"PISANO: A 'FRIENDLY® JET WAS FLYING CLOSE. T0 THE
DC-9" (IL MESSAGGERD)
"THERE WAS A FIGHTER PLANE (FRENCH?)" (IL TENPO)

" "GHOST AIRPLANE SURFACES IN THE. USTICA MYSTERY' (IL

GIORNALE) LENINSuhN BT

TAD aszas/1z1szfﬁ

.CDSN=MAZ15

AGE "2 ’ :
1311592 OCT 89
04 SECT MSG .




RO () DJS(I) Sis() DOCDIV(I)
. MCN=89091/O4125 X TOR=89091/1447Z

- CONFID

JCS

NTuu.

FORMATION.

SERVICE "CENTER

CCUDMEDINE. . IYUN RUEKICSG267 0911447
0 0114472 APR 89 : 4,

P JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//DJS//

T0  USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECDC//
INFO CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK

USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT
USDAO ROME IT i 4

O CONFLUENTIAL

- SUBJ: ITALIAN REQUEST FOR AODITIONAL INFORMATION COHCERHING
.. USTICA AIR CRASH (U)

. 1. (C) ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE US PETRXGHANI VISITED CJCS ON
27 MAR 89 AND LEFT HIM A COPY OF AN AIDE-MEMOIRE THAT HE HAD SENT
-TO DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 23 MAR 89. THE AIDE-MEMOIRE, QUOTED VERBATIM
BELOW, REQUESTS THE US PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING

THE JUN 80 USTICA DC-9 CRASH.
QUOTE. WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENTAL

" INVESTIGATION ON THE DOWNING ON JUNE 27, 1980, IN THE CENTRAL

TYRRHENIAN SEA (BETWEEN THE ISLANDS OF PONTA AND UST ICA) OF AN
ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETWEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO, THE ITALIAN
AUTHORITIES HAVE ASKED FOR THE COOPERATION OF US AUTHORITIES IN
ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. -

' PURSUANT TO A REQUEST MADE ON DECEMBER 27, 1988, BY THE
AMBASSADOR OF ITALY, THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ALREADY ‘
- PROVIDED THE AMBASSADOR OF ITALY - THROUGH HIS LETTER OF JANUARY
- 24, 1989 - INFORMATION ON THE MATTER, WHICH HAS BEEN HELPFUL TO -
THE TTALIAN GOVERMMENTAL INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE. :

THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD NOW APPRECIATE THE FURTHER
COOPERATION OF THE U.S. AUTHORITIES IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL

~© AND DETAILED INFORMATION ON SOME POINTS CRUCIAL FOR THE CONCLUSION

" OF THE INVESTIGATION. THEY ARE, IN PARTICULAR, INTERESTED IN

. XNOVING_(AND THEY WOULD APPRECIATE THE WOST DETAILED ELENENTS IN
~ THIS REGARD):

A) WHETHER ANY US AIRCRAFT - HAVING TAKEN OFF EITHER FROM
SARATOGA OR FROM ANY OTHER U.S. SHIP STATIONED IN THE

MEDITERRANEAK SEA OR FROM LAND BASES - WERE AIRBORNE IN THE
EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980 IN AREAS AND IN PERIODS OF TIME EVEN NOT
DIRECTLY RELATED TO 7:f QHES WHERE AND WHEN THE USTICA TNCIDENT

OCCURRED;.
B) WHETHER EITHER SARATOGA OR OTHER US SHIPS HAVE VOICE,

RADAR OR OTHER RECORDINGS OF AIR TRAFFIC OF ANY KIND IN THE
EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980 (SEVERAL ITALIAN NEWSPAPERS HAVE REPORTED
THAT SUCH RECORDINGS 0O INDEED EXIST AND, FURTHERMORE, THAT THEY
MAY HAVE BEEN HANDED OVER TO THE ITALIAN JUDGE, ALTHOUGH THIS LAST
DETAIL HAS ALREADY BEEN DENIED BY US AUTHORITIES):

C) THE POSITION OF SARATOGA AND ALL THE SHIPS COMPRISED
IN OR RELATED TO ITS TASK FORCE IN THE EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980,

ON THE ONE HAND, AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE POSITION OF ANY OTHER

*.-US SHIP (I.E. NOT PERTAINING TO THE SARATOGA TASK FORCE AND NOT
- LYING AT ANCHOR IN THE ROADSTEAD OF THE NAPOLI HARBOR) IN THE
MEDITERRANEAN SEA IN THE EVENING IN QUESTION. WASHINGTON, D.C.

- NARCH 23, 1989. END QUOTE.
© 2. (C) THIS IS THE SECOND FORMAL REQUEST FROM AMB PETRIGNANI FOR

INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRASH. HIS FIRST AIDE-MEMOIRE,
PRESENTED TO DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 27 DEC 88, WAS ANSWERED ON 24 JAN
89. BOTH THE AIDE-MEMOIRE AND THE DEPSECDEF RESPONSE ARE QUUT 1]
BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION. ..

A, (C) AMB PETRIGNANI AIDE-MEMOIRE, 27 DEC 88.

"QUOTE.  WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE INVESTIGATION ON THE

" DONNING ON JUNE 27, 1980 IN THE CENTRAL TYRRHENIAN SEA OF AN
" . ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETWEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO, THE ITALIAN

" AUTHORITIES WOULD APPRECIATE THE COOPERATION OF U.S. AUTHORITIES
"IN ACQUIRING ADDITICNAL INFORMATION. - -

IN PARTICULAR THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF :

" ON THE EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980, IN THE MOMENTS PRECEDING AND

- FOLLOVING THE ACTUAL TIME OF THE INCIDENT, AND IN THE PRESIMED

" -LOCATION OF THE SAME, I.E.: -

: ) - INTHE PERTON BETWEEN 1A: 45 AND 19:15 GMT OF JUNE 27,
1980;
. - IN THE SPAlt BETwWEEN u‘oTITUDE NGRTH 38" 30° AND 40°
30", AND LONGITUDE EAST 12’ 30' AND 13 30' e

CACTION 8(3) - (NC)

- INDICATED.

END QUOTE.

Dec/ass f.el by_':._l — -
Jo.n"' Stafe S
| MNwao =

TAD=89091/ 14572 _',cosmm\usm e

» A) ANY u.5. MILITARY AIRCRAFT WAS FLYING N THE AREA AND ™
AT THE TINE INDICATED;
B) ANY U.S. NAVAL SHIP WAS IN THE AREA AND AT THE TIME

: THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES \TOULD FURTHERMORE LIKE TO KNOW WHAT
INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE FROM THE RADAR SYSTEMS OF U.S. EQUIPMENT
WHICH HAPPENED TO BE IN THE ZONE AS DEFINED ABOVE OR TN OTHER

-AREAS SUrHICIENILY CLOSE AS TO ALLUW RADAR NONITORING OF THE ZONE

WHERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED WASHINGTON, D.C. DECEMBER 27, 1988.

8. (C) DEPSECDEF TAFT RESPONSE, 24 I 89..
QUOTE. -DEAR MR. AMBASSADOR:
PURSUANT TO YOUR REQUEST OF 27 DECEMBER 1988, WE AGAIN

CHECKED INTO WHETHER ANY U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT OR SHIPS WERE

OPERATING IN THE DESIGNATED AREAS ON 27 JUNE 1980, AND WHETHER WE
HAVE ANY INFORMATION FROM THE RADAR SYSTEMS OF U.S. EQUIPMENT
OPERATING IN OR NEAR THE AREA.

ALL MILITARY COMMANDERS IN THE AREA HAVE BEEN QUERIED I’y
RESPONSE TO YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OF 27 DECEMBER 1988 AND ALL
INFORMATION AVAILABLE INDICATES THAY THE UNITED STATES DID NOT
HAVE SHIPS OR AIRCRAFT OPERATING IN THE TYRRHENIAN SEA AT THE TIME
OF THE DC-9 CRASH. SINCE THERE WERE NO U.S. AIRCRAFT OR VESSELS
OPERATING IN THE ZCNE DEFINED IN YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OR IN OTHER
AREAS SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOW RADAR MONITORING OF THE ZONE
WHERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED, THERE IS NO INFORMATION THAT CAN BE _
PROVIDED FROM U.S. RADAR SYSTENS.

-1 HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS BENEFICIAL TO THE

INVESTIGATING COMMISSION. IF I CAN BE OF ANY [FURTHER HELP ON THIS .

ISSUE PLEASE LET ME KNOW. SINCERELY, WILLIAK H. TAFT, 1v. END

QUOTE,
A (C) THE MOST RECENT AIDE-MEMOIRE EXPANDS THE SCOPE OF THE

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION. 1IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE MOST COMPLETE
RESPONSE POSSIBLE, REQUEST YOU CONDUCT ANOTHER REVIEW OF THE

" INFORMATION AVAILABLE AND PROVIDE SPECIFIC RESPONSES FOR SUBPARAS

A THROUGH C OF AMB PETRIGNANI'S AIDE MEMOIRE OF 23 MAR 89. ANY
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR COMMENTS YOU HAVE THAT WILL ASSIST THE
IISLIgnHS WOULD BE APPRECIATED. REOUEST YOUR RESPONSE BY 4 ﬁPR 89.
OECL OADR BT -
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UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 ROME 06153
"PERISHABLE INFORMATION -- 00 NOT SERVICE"
GENEVA PLEASE PASS 10 NST-TERRY SHROEDER

- NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO .
.TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE.

-+ 2. ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR
B TREATMENT o
- 1. - THE BUSH ADMINISTRATIDN/U.S. SOCIETY

- ACTION J5(3) . '
"INFO. CJCS(5) DJS: (1) SJS(I) J3(4) NIDS(1) J7(6)

' ;QZ:+SAFE .

UNCLASSIFIED

JCS INFORMATION . S AL

| SERVICE CENTER REEE : LA

. 40TACGP AVIANO AB IT//CC/IN/PA//
CCOMSDXTHFLT
COMSUBGR:: CIGHT " AMCCHSUL FLORENCE
* USHISSION GENEVA AMCONSUL GENOA -
AMEMBASSY LONDON _ NSO LA MADDALENA IT
AMCONSUL MILAN AMCONSUL NAPLES
© - COMFAIRMED NAPLES 1T - NAVSUPPACT NAPLES IT
 USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT PERSUPPACT NAPLES IT
- ANCONSUL PALERMO : USNMR SHAPE BE
OLA487TMW SIGONELLA IT//CC/PM// 16AF TORREJON AB SP//PA//
USMISSION USNATO PRIORITY AMEMBASSY VIENNA
*_ USCINCEUR VATHINGEN GE//ECPAO// JCS WASHOC
“SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY ,
1275086 SAN VITO DET NORMANNI AS IT//PA//
~ CTF SIX SEVEN
- CORSEB VICENZA TT//SAPA-SEB-XO//
USASETAF VICENZA IT//AESE-GBI-CIT//STH SUPCON//
USDEL_NST GENEVA NAS SIGONELLA IT

VIENNA FOR USDEL

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY

STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA ‘
USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FH P/FN VOA NEWS/CA, EU,

- P/ROMERSTEIN
-3 0 12356: N/A

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT
MEDIA REACTION REPORT -- MARCH 22, 1989

R STORIES: PCI CONGRESS IN ROME: .CONTINUING

COURT-ORDERED CHECK-UPS BY POLICE 0N ABSENTEEISM IN
GDVERNMENT MINISTRIES.

- THIS REPORT WILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:
. 1. THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION/U S. SOCIETY

'LEAD U.S. ITEM IS POSSIBLE TOUGHER MEASURES BY THE
BUSH ADMINISTRATION TO CURB DRUG-RELATED VIOLENCE IN
WASHINGTON D.C., INCLUDING STRENGTHENED GUN CONTROL -

~ MEASURES AND THE USE OF FEDERAL TROOPS. ON A

DIFFERENT SUBJECT, CORRIERE DELLA SERA COMMENTS ON THE
APPOINTMENT OF LAWRENCE EAGLEBURGER AS DEPUTY

f ‘SECRETARY OF STATE.

" HEADLINES:

- “BUSH SEEKS ANTI-CRIME CURE: -'LET'S SAVE

WASHINGTON WITH THE ARMY IF NECESSARY'"  (LEFTIST,
INDEPENDENT LA EPUBBLICA)

Jes © .
(U,F,6.7)

- * QUAL CONTROL(1) J5-NUC/CHEM-J(1) J5-CT&S-J(1)
©. 07 J5-MILSEC-J(1) J5-EURO-J(D) ASD:PA(1) USDP:ISA(1)
- - USDP:DSA(4) USDP:VP(1) USDP: TNF(I) USOP-0TSA(1)
“*NMIC(1) DIA(1)
““+0CSA WASHINGTON DC - -
~+USEUCOM AIDES vnxnxnssn &

'MCN 89081/05651'

 IYUN RUEHROAG1S3 0811503

* 487TMW COMISO AS IT//PA//

T

TOR 89081/15402 {

UNCLASSIFIED

-~ "NIGHTTIME IN THE CITY OF CRIME® (IL MESSAGGERO)

- "'CRACK" STRIKES WASHINGTON AT ITS HEART" (1L
TEMPO)

- "VIOLENCE IN WASHINGTON:  BUSH WANTS THE ARMY"

(IL GIORNALE) n

- "WASHINGTON: THE MILITARY (MAY ALSO BE USED)
AGATNST VICLENT YOUTH® (COMWUNIST PARTY CRGAN ~ ~
L'UNITA") - ' . L

COMMENTS

- ANNA GUAITA REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON IN ROME
CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO: "WASHINGTON...RISKS
COLLAPSING UNDER THE WEIGHT OF DRUGS, AND GEORGE BUSH
BELIEVES THE TIME HAS COME TC PLAY HARDBALL. THE

s PRESIDENT IS CONSIDERING BRINGING IN THE NATIONAL

GUARD TO PATROL THE STREETS OF AMERICA'S CAPITAL, AS
WAS THE CASE DURING THE VIOLENT RACIAL REVOLTS OF
1968..... "

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 04 RDME 06153

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION -- DO NOT SERVICE"

" GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY. SHRO‘DER

NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE
VIENNA FOR USDEL .
JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY

" STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA

USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN VOA NEWS/CA, EU,

. P/ROMERSTEIN

£.0. 12356: N/A
SUBJECT USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT

- FNRICO FRANCESCHINI FROM WASHINGTON IN LEFTIST,
-~ INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA: "NO CURFEW FOR NOW...BUT
THE NATIONAL GUARD, OR THE U.S. ARMY, COULD BE BROUGHT

IN TO PATROL WASHINGTON AGAINST VIOLENCE AND
DRUGS..... THE IDEA HAD BEEN CIRCULATING IN
WASHINGTON FOR SOME DAYS, AND NOW THE PRESIDENT
HIMSELF HAS MENTIONED IT. IF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
POLICE PROVES POWERLESS, BUSH TOLD HIS ASSISTANTS
ACCORDING TO THE NEW YORK TIMES, 'ME MUST CONSIDER
DEPLOYING REGULAR MILITARY FORCES' N ORDER TO RESTORE

- ORDER QND SOCIAL PEACE...Q.. "
- "EAGLEBURGER BRINGS KISSINGER PHILOSDPHY BACK 10

THE WHITE HOUSE™ -- GIANNI RIOTTA'S REPORT FROM NEW
YORK IN LEADING CENTRIST CORRIERE DELLA SERA PREDICTS
THAT BOTH EAGLEBURGER AND NSC ADVISOR SCOWCROFT WILL
FOLLOW A "PRAGMATIC APPROACH." ANALYZING SPECIFIC
ISSUES. RIOTTA WRITES THAT "ON CENTRAL AMERICA,
EAGLEBURGER SEEMS MORE CONCERNED ABOUT SOVIET
INFLUENCE IN THE AREA THAN ABOUT THE 'PROCESS OF
DEMOCRATIZATION™ SO CLOSE TO THE HEART OF NOBEL PRIZE
WINNER, PRESIDENT #RIAS. LIKE KISSINGER, EAGLEBURGER
IS CAUTIOUS ON "THE END OF THE COLD WAR' AND SKEPTICAL

ABOUT THE REAL INTENTIONS OF THE SOVIET LEADER ..... "
Co- 2 . ELECTIONS N EL SALVADOR - ‘
- REPORTS BY U.S. -BASED CORRESPONDENTQ IN SOME

" NEWSPAPERS  FOCUS ON REACTION IN THE U.S. TO THE
QUTCOME OF THE SALVADORAN ELECTIONS. -

- 'DISAPPOINTMENT IN WASHINGTON OVER CHRISTIAN v
DEMOCRATIC PARTY'S DEFEAT" -- ENRICO FRANCESCHINI

"+ WRITES FROM WASHINGTON IN LEFTIST. INDEPENDENT LA ~
U . REPUBBLICA: "THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION MUST COME TO
-GRIPS WITH THE VICTORY...OF THE ARENA RIGHTIST PARTY

AND ITS PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE ALFREDO
CRISTIANI. . ... MANY: PEOPLE IN WASHINGTON ARE
CONCERNED THAT CRISTIANI. . .MAY NOT 'BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN

C THE LEADERSHIP OF HIS PARTY, BECOMING A SORT OF R
. 'PUPPET OF ARENA'S REAL LEADER ROBERTO D AUBUISSON R AR

TAD= 89081/16142 ' cosw MA2691
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'BELIEVED, TO'BE THE INSTIGATOR OF POLITICAL

- ASSASSINATIONS AND CONTINUING HUMAN RIGHTS :

.7 VIOLATIONS..... FOR THE TIME BEING, THE WHITE HOUSE
"+ . 'INTENDS TO GIVE CRISTIANI 'THE BENEFIT OF THE .. .
.- DOUBT'... CONGRESS. HOWEVER, IS MORE SKEPTICAL, AND

' - THERE HAVE BEEN PROPOSALS TO IMMEDIATILY SUSFEND OR

. UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF 04 ROME 05153

' _'PERISHABLE INFORMATION -- DO NOT SERVICE'
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST- TERRY SHROEDER

-7~ NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO .
- "". TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE
. " -VIENNA FOR USDEL : . .
.-« JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY

-, STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA :
. USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FN P/FN, VOA NENSICA 118

- P/ROWERSTEIN

CE.0.712356: N/A” a
- SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTIGN REPORT

. HALVE U S. AID TO EL SALVADOR UNTIL THE CRISTIANI
“"GOVERNMENT FULFILLS s PROMISE TO END DEATH SQUAD ,

. ABUSES. ...

.m0 EL SALVADOR A DILENAA FOR BUSH" -- -
" UNSIGNED REPORT FROM WASHINGTON IN CENTRIST LA

STAMPA: "CONGRESS AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT REACTED IN

" OPPOSITE. WAYS TO THE RIGHTIST VICTORY IN THE:
SALVADORAN ELECTION. EVEN THOUGH BOTH ADMITTED THAT IT

. .POSES SERIOUS PROBLEMS FOR THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION.
"DEMOCRATIC CONGRESSMEN HAVE ASKED THAT (THE SIZE) OF

- U.S. AID TO EL SALVADOR BE REVIEWED, TONVINCED AS THEY

. ARE THAT THE SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT WILL NOT BE LED SO
‘MUCH BY CRISTIANI AS BY D'AUBUISSON... THE STATE

.;I . DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN, REOMAN, PROMISED U.S. SUPPORT

" FOR ARENA 'PROVIDED THAT IT APPLIES DEMOCRATIC

. - _PRINCIPLES AND RESPECTS HUMAN RIGHTS'... THIS

DIFFERENCE OF VIEWS, WHICH SEEMS LIKELY TO GROW, COULD
HAVE NEGATIVE REPERCUSSIONS ON CENTRAL AMERICA AS A

S © WHOLE....."

- - A REPORT FROM SAN SALVADOR IN ROME CENTRIST IL

: TEMPO, BY SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT GIORGIO TORCHIA, IS

E HEADLINED, "EL SALVADOR AWAITING A SIGNAL FROM THE
- U.5."  SUBHEAD: "THE SALVADORAN RIGHT, AFTER WINNING

i THE ELECTION, REALIZES THAT IT CANNOT 00 WITHOUT VITAL .

‘5 U.S. ECONOMIC AND MILITARY AID." -
": . OTHER ITEMS oF INTEREST o
T .5.-PLO DIALOGUE: LEFTIST - INDEPENDENT LA

. - REPUBBLICA CARRIES REPORT FROM TUNIS PREVIEWING
- TODAY"S MEETING BETWEEN PLO REPRESENTATIVES AND U.S.

AMBASSADOR TO TUNIS, ROBERT PELLETREAU. ARTICLE SAYS

s "THAT "ACCORDING TO PALESTINIAN SOURCES, THE MEETING -- .

THE FIRST OFFICIAL ONE SINCE THE INAUGURATION OF
GEORGE BUSH -- WAS REQUESTED BY THE UNITED
STATES..... THE AGENDA OF THE MEETING HAS NOT BEEN

.- “REVEALED, BUT PALESTINIAN SOURCES INFORMED US THAT IT '
- WILL FOCUS ON THREE MAIN ISSUES: -

THE DEFINITION OF

+ - *TERRORISH' BY THE PLO. PROSPECTS FOR AN

> INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE FOR' THE MIDDLE EAST:
. THE_ISRAELI ATTITUDE OF POLITICAL INTRANSIGENCE AND'

* THE REPRESSION OF THE PALESTINIAN REVOLT IN THE

. OCCUPIED TERRITORIES." ,
’“'z;“j;;, 1980 USTICA AIR. CRASH INQUIRY: . ROME CENTRIST IL .

fUNCLAS SECTION 04 OF 04 ROME 06153

I'PERISHABLE INFORMATION -- OO NOT SERVICE"
“~ GENEVA PLEASE PASS T0 NST-TERRY SHROEDER

=< 'NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO

TORREJON. FOR PA WAJ. GIILETTE EEE
MCN 89081/05651

TOR 89081/15402«'

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

© JCS INFORMATION .

SERVICE’ CENTER

VIENNA FOR USDEL - T
- JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY
. STATE FOR EUR/ME, EUR/RPM, INR, PA
USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN VOA NENS/CA EU
P/ROMERSTEIN .

£.C. 1235° WA ' '
SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT

MESSAGGERO FEATURES FRONT - PAGE INTERVIEW WITH FORMER.

- SECRETARY OF STATE EDMUND MUSKIE IN WHICH MUSKIE
DENIES REPORTS THAT HE HE WAS FLYING FROM ANKARA TO
LISBON ON THE DAY OF THE USTICA INCIDENT. SEPARATE
QUOTES ATTRIBUTED TO MUSKIE AND A STATE DEPARTMENT °
SPOKESPERSON (NANCY BACK) INDICATE THAT MUSKIE ,

- TRAVELLED EASTWARD FROM ANKARA (TO KUALA LUMPUR VIA -
INDIA) DURING THE PERIOD IN QUESTION. IL MESSAGGERO
ACCOUNT ALSO STATES THAT BY THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT .
(JUNE 27, 1980), PRESIDENT CARTER HAD ALREADY -LEFT
LISBON FOR THE UNITED STATES. THE TIMING OF THE ABOVE
TRAVEL WAS SPECULATED ON )N EARLIER ITALIAN PRESS
ACCOUNTS OF THE USTICA TRAGEDY, ALLEGING THAT THE
ITAVIA DC-9 WAS ERRONEOUSLY HIT BY. FIGHTERS EITHER .
ATTACKING OR DEFENDING A PLANE CARRYING A FOREIGN -
VIP. LENINSOHN BT L

TaD= 89081/16142 '
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: COMSIXTHFLT

© COMSLSGRU

. USHISSION GENEVA
AMEMBASSY LONDON
AMCONSUL MILAN
COMFAIRMED NAPLES IT

.- USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT

* AMCONSUL PALERMO

AMCONSUL_GENOA
. AMCONSUL NAPLES

USNMR SHAPE BE

" 'OLA487TMW SIGONELLA IT//CC/PM// 16AF TORREJON AB SP//PA//

USMISSION USNATO PRIORITY AMEMBASSY VIENNA
USCINCEUR VATHINGEN GE//ECPAO// JCS WASHDC
SECSTATE WASHDC_ PRIORITY

7275ABG SAN VITC DEI NORMANNI AS IT//PA//

© . CTF SIK SEVEN

- CDRSEB VICENZA IT//SAPA-SEB-XO// C
- USASETAF VICENIZA IT//AESE-GBI-CIT//STH SUPCOM//
USDEL NST GENEVA .

-UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 ROME 06018

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION -- 0O NOT SERVICE®

. GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER
- NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO
.- TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE

VIENNA FOR USDEL
JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY’
STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA

- USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN VOA NEVS/CA tu,

PIROMERSTEIN

RO 12356: NIA '
- SUBJECT: USLS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT
 NEDIA REACTION REPORT -- MARCH 21, 1989

A LEAD STORIES: COURT-ORDERED.IMPRONRTU CHECK-UPS BY

POLICE ON EMPLOYEES'-UNJUSTIFIED ABSENCES FROM WORK IN

. SEVERAL GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES; PCI CONGRESS IN ROME;
THE OUTCOME OF EL SALVADOR'S PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. .

e 1 THI§ REPORT WILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

R - v-i; - ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR

“1980 USTICA AIR CRASH INQUIRY

8. TREATMENT -
ST+ 1. ELECTIONS' IN EL SALVADOR

MEDIA GIVE PROMINENT 'ATTENTION TO THE OUTCONE OF

) ,THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR WITH

COMMENTS ON THE ACCOMPANYING VIOLENCE AND

©* - 'INTIMIDATION. COMMENTATORS SPECULATE ON HOW THE
L RIGHTIST VICTORY WILL AFFECT U.S.-SALVADORAN TIES.

o '-, HEADLINES:

- *THE RIGHT TRIUMPHS. IN EL SALVADOR® (FRONT PAGE,.
" 'CORRIERE DELLA SERA)
" = "L SALVADOR: THE RIGHT PREVAILS" (LEAD STORY,
LA STAMPA) - S
= "*n BLOODY VICTORY IN EL SALVADOR" (LEFTIST,
~AINDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA) o

R
= -ACTION J5(3) { )
" INFO-. SECDEF-N(1) cacs¢5) qu (1) ASD:PA(1) USDP: ISA(I)
“ R USDP:DSAA(4) USDP: vp(1) USDP: TNF(I) UsoP: DTSA(I)

" U AMIC(1) DIA(1)
- $0CSA WASHINGTON O
" #USEUCOM AIDES VAIHINGEN GE
SAE

MCN 89080/04379

:V“ ZYUN RUEHROAGOIB 0801210

487TMW COMISO AS IT//PA//
- AMCONSUL FLURENLE

NSO LA MADDALENA IT

NAVSUPPACT NAPLES 1T
PERSUPPACT NAPLES IT

+ . NAS SIGONELLA IT

%on‘aéosO/&zdsi

UNCLASSIFIED

- eEXTRENE RIGHT TRIUMPHS IN o SALVADOR"‘ (FRokT
PAGE IL GIORNALE) = - IR
-7 "FEAR REWARDS EXTREME RIGHT IN EL SALVADOR™ .
: (FRONT PAGE COMMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L' UNITA )

© CoMENTS: : e

B 'A"A NEW STRATEGY: CONSISTENCY AND FEWER DOLLARS'I; [Ea

:'== ALBERTO PASOLINI ZANELLI COMMENTS IN AN EDITORIAL
IN LEADING CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE: “THE UNITED . o
STATES IS, PARADOXICALLY, AMONG THE PRINCIPLE LOSERS
- OF THE SALVADORAN ELECTION, ALONG WITH THE CHRISTIAN.
DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND THE MARXIST GUERRILLAS. THE N

- ‘WEEKS, OR BETTER, THE MONTHS PRECEDING THE ELECTION ..

WERE IN FACT CHARACTERIZED BY A CONFUSED PERFORMANCE
BY WASHINGTON'S DIPLOMATS, WHO PLAYED A ROLE AS

“AMBIGUOUS AS THAT PLAYED BY THE EL SALVADOR POLITICAL B

GROUPS (ONE HAD THE IMPRESSION AT TIMES THAT '
UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 04 ROME 06018

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION -~ 00 NOT SERVICE'
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST- TERRY SHROEDER E
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAQ E n

~ TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE
. VIENNA FOR USDEL .
JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY . .~ -
STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA - -
USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEHS/CA EU
P/ROMERSTEIN :

B0, 12356 N/A B ’
~ SUBJECT: USIS RowE MEDIA REACTIDH REPORT

. VASHINGTON'S INTERESTS WERE COINCIOING WITH THOSE OF S

SALUARDRAN TERRORISTS AND MARXIST GUERRILLAS.  THAT
-~ WAL NOT TRUE AND IS NOT TRUE, OF COURSE. BUT THE FACT
. REMAINS THAT WHEN THE GUERRILLAS...AT ONE POINT

PROPOSED SUSPENDING THEIR THREATS AND THEIR VIOLENCE . o

IN EXCHANGE FOR A POSTPONEMENT OF THE ELECTION, THE
U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT WAS EVEN LESS FIRM THAN THE
SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT IN REJECTING THE
BLACKMAIL.. .GIVING THE IMPRESSION, AT TIMES OF NOT
CONSIDERING T INADMISSIBLE "

- EDITORIAL CONCLUDES: 'SALVADORAN S
ANTI-COMMUNISTS. . HAVE NOW DECIDED TO TRY THEIR ONN
STRATEGY RATHER THAN WASHINGTON'S, -BY ELECTING A ..
. PRESIDENT FROM THE ARENA PARTY. THAT DOES NOT MEAN
THAT THEY WILL SUCCEED. YO THE CONTRARY, IT IS ALMOST
CERTAIN THAT THEY WILL PAY, AS A MINIMUM, THE PRICE OF

~ REDUCED FINANCIAL SUPPORT BY THE U.S. IT IS ALMOST - -

CERTAIN THAT CONGRESS WILL CUT AID. BEGINNING WITH

MILITARY AID. THE ELECTION OF ALFREDO CRISTIANI SETS - ' -

OFF AN EXPERIMENT. ON WHETHER MORE CONSISTENCY AND
FEWER)QDOLLARS CAN YIELD BETTER RESULTS THAN THOSE

ACHIEVED, IN TEN YEARS, NITH MANY DOLLARS AND LITTLE - .

CONSISTENCY."

"= MIMMO CANDITO REPORTS FROM EL SALVADOR IN CENTRIST
LA STAMPA: "A NEW PHASE IN THE CENTRAL AMERICAN
;" CRISIS OPENS WITH CRISTIANI'S VICTORY. _THE UNITED -
© STATES, WHICH FOR A LONG TIME HAS OPPOSED THE ARENA
PARTY AND SUPPORTED DUARTE'S CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC

PARTY, WILL HAVE TO REVIEW ITS STRATEGY IN THE LIGﬂT’f’f’fi'

7. OF THE NEW POPULIST AND NATIONALISTIC TRENDS IN :
CENTRAL AMERICA. SUCH TRENDS CANMOT YET BE DESCRIBED
AS ANTI-AMERICAN, BUT CERTAINLY ADD A NEW ELEMENT OF

! ﬂ.;a RISK TO PLANS FOR A POLITICAL STABILIZATION:.... IN

A SEPARATE REPORT, CANDITO WRITES: “"CRISTIANI. BY -

" HARSHLY CRITICIZING THE CORRUPTION, WHICH CHARACTERIZED v E

THE DUARTE GOVERNMENT, SUGGESTS A GOVERNMENY OF- -
"'+ TECHNOCRATS, SOMEHOW ACCEPTABLE TO THE UNITED STATES. -

- D'AUBUISSON WILL PROBABLY NOT BE PART OF THAT =~ .

- GOVERNMENT, BUT HE .REMAINS, THE. PRESIDENT OF THE ARENA

PARTY ITS FOUNDER AND ITS MOST P

TAD 89080/12112
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. COMMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L'UNITA’, BY SAVERIO TUTINO:
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nm arm
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;‘ UNITED STATES RISKS LOSING THE ONE OVER EL SALVADOR AS
.~ WELL. THE FATE OF THE TWO COUNTRIES HAS DEPENDED IN
- THE LAST FEW YEARS ON JUST ONE POLICY, ALTERNATIVELY

TRIED OUT BY WASHINGTON ON ONE OR THE OTHER IN ORDER

- TO TRY EMERGING FROM THE DEAD END OF THE 'BACKYARD'
- VIOLENCE..... " EDITORIAL CONCLUDES:

"THE PARADOX IS
REPRESENTED BY THE FACT THAT, IN THE NEAR FUTURE, THE

" CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY, THE REBELS AND THE UNITED
-~ STATES MAY FIND THEMSELVES NEGOTIATING TOGETHER WITH -
- THE PARTY WHICH ASSASSINATED ARCHBISHOP ROMERQ. THE
- PROPOSALS FOR A DIALOGUE MADE BY THE ARENA PARTY

DURING THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN COULD TURN INTO A CLEARER
DIALOGUE WITH THE OPPOSITION THAN THAT CONDUCTED BY

- DUARTE, WHO WAS DEPENDENT UPON A REAGAN VISION BASED
- ON AN EVII EMPIRE TO BE ATTACKED AT. ITS FARTHEST FLUNG

OUTPOST. ONCE AGAIN, EVERYTHING ESSENTIALLY GEPENDS

ON WASHINGTON. ON BUSH, WHO, SO FAR, HAS ONLY TALKED
ABOUT NEW INTENTIONS, BUT HAS ALSO FAILED TO INDICATE
A NEW POLICY ROR CENTRAL AMERICA AND ALL OTHER HCT

© SPQTS IN THE THIRD WORLD."

-2 1980 USTICA AIR CRASH

- MEDIA CONTINUE SPECULATION ON THE ORIGIN OF THE
MISSILE THOUQHT BY OFFICIAL INVESTIGATORS TO HAVE
CAUSED THE USTICA ACCIDENT. ONE HYPOTHESIS PUT

*- FORWARD IS THAT THE ITAVIA DC-O WAS ERRONEOUSLY EIT BY
~.- FIGHTERS EITHER ATTACKING OR DEFENDING A PLANE

. CARRYING THEN-SECRETARY OF STATE MUSKIE, THEN

. REPORTEDLY TRAVELLING IN THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION).

- HEADLINES:

- BLANE WITH U.S. VIP ALOWG DC-9 ROVTE® (CORRIERE
- DELLA SERA) :

- "USTICA:
"USTICA:

THERE WAS ANOTHER PLANE" (1L MESSAGGERO) ~
WAS A VIP THE TARGET OF THE MISSILE?" -

}1’(C0MMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L'UNTTA')

" COMMENTS:

© v = "USTICA MASSACRE,‘STATE LIES™ -- GIORGIO BOCCA'S
- EDITORIAL IN LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA: “THE
* SOLEMN PROMISES MADE BY ITALIAN OFFICIALS TO ASCERTAIN
"< THE ORIGIN OF THE MISSILE, WHATEVER IT WAS, APPEAR
.~ RATHER MISGUIDED AND CONFUSED, SINCE THERE ARE ONLY
" THREE POSSIBLE SCENARIOS FOR THE USTICA ACCIDENT, NOW

THAT VE HAVE ASCERTAINED THAT A MISSILE CAUSED IT:
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v . THE MISSILE WAS SHOT. BV EITHER A LIBYAN AN AMERICANO

OR AN ITALIAN FIGHTER PLANE. IF THE FIRST HYPOTHESISS -
IS TRUE, THE TRUTH WAS HIDDEN SINCE IT DID NOT SEEM
ADVISABLE TO ITALIAN GOVERNMENT LEADERS TO OPEN A
MILITARY-DIPLOMATIC CONFLICT WITH LIBYA, = IF THE
SECOND HYPOTHESIS IS TRUE, WE GAVE IN 1O OUR
SUBORDINATE ROLE AS MILITARY ALLIES OF THE ULITED

* STATES. IF THE THIRD HYPOTHESIS IS TRUE, AND THE
-COURAGE WAS LACKING TO ADMIT THAT AN ITALIANTFIGHTER
- CAUSED THE DEATH OF B1 FELLOW CITIZENS, IT SEEMS

UNLIKELY THAT EVIDENCE CAN NOW BE PROVIDED BY THE .
MILITARY AUTHORITIES, EVEN IF. SUCH EVIDENCE STILLQ

© . EXISTS.”

- AWMAW%MWIWHBINHMWGGMNN‘Hl"__
CORRIERE DELLA SERA: "WAS IT PERHAPS AN 'AIR FORCE' °

"JET OF THE PRESIDENTIAL FLEET WITH EDMUND MUSKIE ON -

BOARD? WAS THE PLANE ESCORTED BY FIGHTER PLANES? .. -
COULD THERE HAVE BEEN AN EFFORT BY AN INTRUDING
FIGHTER TO INTERCEPT THEM7' :

- ROME CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO: "ON THE NfGHT 0F
JUNE 27, 1960, A PLANE WITH A HIGH-LEVEL GOVERNMENT -
OFFICIAL WAS IN THE'AIR AT THE SAME TIME AS THE ITAVIA

0c-9..... THE HYPOTHESIS THAT THE DC-9 FOUND ITSELF
‘CAUGHT BY A POSSIBLE AGGRESSOR BECOMES MORE °
PLAUSIBLE. ... LEWINSORY B
AT LALR SIEY
T U8 EXCLUSIVE
F MESSAGE DISTRIBUTION
o T et | e
"~ - |7 Directer -0
~ ¥/Dlrector N
RN 11 - S N B e
EoR X 4 -
T Tookase T 1 1
b m—— - —
!
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SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT
HEDIA REACTION REPORT -- DECEMBER 5, 1988

A. LEAD STORIES: FAILEb MILITARY REVOLT IN
ARGENTINE: THE SOVIET PLANE HIJACKING; THE OUTCOME OF

" THE EC MEETING IN RHODES. _
- TODAY'S REPORT WILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOVING ITEMS:

h

* REAGAN/BUSH/GORBACHEV MEETING IN NEW YORK

1 1.
= 2. TRANSITION
1

. MIDDLE EAST :
4. GATT NEGOTIATIONS IN HONTREAI.

THEATMENT

oo L REAGAN/BUSH/GORBACHEV MEETING IN NEV YORK
© -+ SCENESETTERS ON GORBACHEV'S VISIT TO NEW YORK '

SUGGEST EXPECTATION FOR POSSIBLE NEW PROPOSALS OR

" ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SOVIET LEADER, HIGHLIGHT THE

G Taenv sy O (UPsT)
© N ﬁ((f(lﬂ D3S:(1) SIS(1) J3(4) NIDs(1) D76y )

QUAL CONTROL(1) J5-NUC/CHEM-J(1) WEBSTER-C(0)
© USDA:STNF(1) ASD:PA(1) USDP:ISA(1) USDP:PDISP(1) -
USDP:DASDEUR(2) USDP:DSAA(4) USDP:PSRES(1) -
©TUSDD:NAYYY USDP:TCS(1) USDP:SDES(1) USDP:ESN(1)
- USDP:LRP(1) USDP:VP(1) USDP:OUTREAC(1) USDP:TNF(1)
" USDP:DTSA(1) USDP:NP(1) USDP:EUR POL(1)
USOP:REG POL(1) USDP:NATOPOL(1) DI-5(1) mucm
. DI-5B(1) NWS(1) DB-18(1) DIA(1) . :
. +0CSA WASHINGTON DC’
” +USEUCOM AIDES VAIHINGEN GE ™
* " #NATS PTGON WASH DC -
ONC CC WASHINGTON o

487TMW COMISO IT/PA .

53

- CONVENTIONAL DISARMAMENT . .

) , TO AFFIRM ITSELF: FINAHCING N HARD CURRENCY

* AGENDA OF THE VISIT AND DESCRIBE THE ATMOSPHERE IN NEU Sf'-
' YORK o

+* HEADLINES:

- "THE BIG APPLE LOSES THE U‘l BUT CHEERJ UP WITH
GORBY" _(CORRIERE DELLA SFRA, SATURADAY) '

"~ "WILL GORBY 'PRESENT' BUSH wITH THE BﬁiLm qu"*

(STAMPA SERA, MONDAY) - -

- GORBY IN THE U.S. WITH HIS NIND on LONDON' (n ,
SOLE-24 ORE, SUNDAY) .- BN
- "THE REASONS FOR sonsacusvsroun' (IL sxomu.'_' :
MONDAY) . IR
- "NEW YORK AWAITS 'GORBY GRIDLOCK" (cmnun,lsr

PARTY ORGAN L'UNITA' . NOHDRY) -~ < "

- COMENTS

" ENNIO CARETYO S REPORT FROM NEU YORK IN CENTRISTf:'

) STMPA SERA MONDAY: "WARNED BY SOVIET SPOKESMAN

GERASSIMOV THAT_THE KREMLIN LEADER WILL °MAKE NEW
PROPOSALS' . NOT ONLY DURING THE MEETING WITH REAGAN
AND BUSH BUT ALSO DURING THE UNGA SPEECH. AMERICA IS -

" WONDERING WHETHER GORBACHEV INTENDS TO INAUGURATE A .

GRANDIOSE PEACE AND DETENTE PLAN FOR THE 90'S.  WHILE -
NOT EXCLUDING THAT GORBACHEV WILL HAINTAIN A HARD LIHE
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ON THE MOST SERIOUS REGIONAL CRISES - AFGHANISTAN AND
PALESTINE -- AND ON DISARMAMENT,...THE WHITE HOUSE IS

CERTAIN THAT HE WILL IMMEDIATELY TRY TO SET THE DATE -

. FOR A SUMMIT WITH BUSH, PERHAPS IN MAY OR JUNE...

SECRETARY SHULTZ WENT AS FAR AS SUGGESTING A

- SENSATIONAL 'DECEMBER SURPRISE,' I.E. AN ANNOUNCEMENT

BY GORBACHEV THAT THE BERLIN WALL MAY COME DOWN SOON, _
OR THAT SOME...SOVIET TROOPS MAY BE WITHDRAWN FROM
EASTERN EUROPE. EXPECTATIONS FOR THE FIFTH

GORBACHEV-REAGAN SUMMIT AND GORBACHEV'S FIRST HEETING o

WITH BUSH ARE MADE EVEN GREATER BY THE PRESENT
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION, BY THE IMPRESSION THAT THE
KREMLIN LEADER IS LEADING HIS COUNTRY TOWARDS A NEW
HISTORICAL REALITY, AND BY THE FACT THAT BUSH IS
INCREASINGLY DISTANCING HIMSELF FROM REAGANISM..... "

- MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT SERGIO ROSSI REWRTS N
LEADING ECONOMIC DAILY IL SOLE-24 ORE SUNDAY:

- "REGARDING THE MEETING WITH REAGAN AND BUSH, EVEN THE
"SOVIETS POINT OUT THAT IT WILL BE DIFFERENT FROM

PREVIOUS "OFFICIAL SUMMITS,' AND THAT INSTEAD, IT WILL
BE A GOOD OPPORTUNITY TO CONTINUE THE CONSTRUCTIVE -
U.5.-USSR DIALOGUE ON PEACE AND NUCLEAR AND

THAT A SOVIET LEADER SEES TUO U.S. PRESI EL’"

"* SIMULTANEOUSLY DURING THE TRAISITION PAASE. ...

" - MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT uso TRMBALLI WRITES m L
LEADING CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE MONDAY THAT “IT'IS ON. .-
WALL STREET WHERE THE PROMOTION OF THE SOVIET NEW LOOK -

WILL HAVE TO COME UP WITH CONCRETE RESULTS.

PERESTROJKA IS AN ENSEMBLE OF IMPORTANT CONCEPTS AND c

LEGAL REFORMS, BUT IT STILL LACKS THE PRACTICAL NERNS

- IT WILL BE THE FIRST TIME_ .

. ToR= =88340/1520Z - *TAD= 88340/15252
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~ BETWEEN THE UN SPEECH AND HIS MEETING WITH WALL STREET.
FINANCIERS, GORBACHEV WILL MEET A NOSTALGIC RONALD
~REAGAN...AND A GEORGE 'BUSH WHO WANTS TO TAKE HIS TIME
. BEFORE GETTING DOWN IO SERIOUS WORK.......

- - "NATO SURPRISE FOR GORBY' -~ THE MONDAY ISSUE OF

ROME CENTRIST TL MESSAGGERO CARRIES A REPORT BY NEW
YORK CORRESPONDENT ROBTHTO PESENVI LEADING: "AMONG

" THE SURPRISES AWAITING GORBACHEV IS A NATO PLAN FOR A .

MAJOR REDUCTION OF ARMED FORCES IN EUROPE... THE PLAN

~- OF THE WESTERN ALLIES IS AN AMBITIOUS ONE, AND,
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- ACCORDING ‘TO 'SWE, DIFFICULT TO REALIZE: ASKING
". GORBACHEV AND WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES TO CUT BY 60
" PERCENT THE IMPRESSIVE ARRAY OF TANKS, ARTILLERY AND

SOLDIERS BASED IN EUROPE. SECRETARY SHULTZ WILL
INTRODUCE THE NATO REQUESTS TO HIS SOVIET COLLEAGUE
SHEVARDNADZE DURING THEIR MEETING ON WEDNESDAY AT
GOVERNOR ISLAND....."

- 2. TRANSITION

- INSIDE-PAGE STORIES BY U.S.-BASED CORRESPONDENTS
REPORT BRIEFLY ON. MEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENT-ELECT
BUSH AND DEFEATED DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
DUKAKIS. LEADING CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE NOTES THE
APPOINTMENT OF ELIZABETH DOLE AS THE NEW U.S.
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UN IN AN ARTICLE ANALYZING
PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH'S POST-ELECTION STRATEGY: "SO

" FAR, BUSH HAS BEHAVED...AS A GENTLE, PATIENT MAN, A

MAN WHO IS READY TO DO ANYTHING TO ELIMINATE PAST
DIFFERENCES, TO OFFER HIS HAND TO EX-ENEMIES... HE
HAS INSTEAD BEEN VERY FIRM ON THE PROGRAMMATIC
[ECONOMIC AND FISCAL ASPECTS.....

- 3. MIDDLE EAST
. MEDIA ANNOUNCE THAT THE UNGA' SESSION ON PALESTINE

WILL BE HELD IN GENEVA DEC. 13-15. SOME MEDIA NOTE
SECRETARY SHULTZ'S EXPRESSED HOPE THAT ARAFAT BE MORE

" EXPLICIT IN GENEVA REGARDING THE RECOGNITION OF

ISRAEL. LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA SUNDAV‘AND

A SPECIAL PROGRAM ON RAI'S LEFT-OF-CENTER CHANNEL TWO -

TELEVISION SUNDAY NIGHT EMPHASIZED THE ROLE OF THE
U.S. JEWISH LOBBY (WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE 7O THE

.- "AIPAC") IN SHAPING THE U.S. MIDDLE EAST POLICY. LA
_ REPUBBLICA'S HEADLINE: “TEL AVIV'S AMERICAN ARN -~
: PONER AND MYTHS OF U.S. JENS.” L

CC‘MENTS

- LEAD EDITORIAL IN CWUNIST PAATY ORGAN L'UNITA"
SATURDAY ("THE UN ANT ARAFAT AWAY FRGM NEW YORK )

"WE ARE NOT ALONE IN OUR NEGATIVE ASSESSMENT OF THE -
U.S. DECISION TO REFUSE A VISA TO ARAFAT,  WE ARE
ENCOURAGED BY THE TOTAL ISOLATION IN WHICH THE U.S.

. AND ISRAEL FIND THEMSELVES AT THE PRESENT TIME. BY THE
- .uncus sscnon 04 OF 05 ROME 27150
- wmsm\m mmaumou =+ 00 NOT ssnvm"
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©~ " NEED TO BE DISCUSSED, THE PROBLEMS ON_THE FLOOR ARE'
: ~C()4PLICATED BUT THERE ARE TROSE VNO HOPE. ™

foa‘é834o/15202
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SUBJECT: USIS ROlE MEDIA REACTION REPORT v-

OPINION OF INFLUENTIAL MORAL AUTHORITIES AS THE POPE -
AND ROME'S RABI TOAFF, BY THE UNANIMOUS STANCE TAKEN .
BY THE ITALIAN SENATE'S FOREIGN?AFFAIRS COMMITTEE AZND
IN PARTICULAR, BY THE REACTION IN LARGE SECTDRS OF
AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION......f' ‘

- CENTRIST STAMPA SERA NONDAY CARRIES INSIDE PAGE
REPORT FROM NEW YORK BY ENNIO CARETTO HEADLINED, -
"*DON'T LET ARAFAT INTO THE U.S., OR ELSE WE HILL

REVEAL EVERYTHING ON IRANGATE' -- *BLACKMAILING' ON
THE PART OF ISRAEL HAS ALLEGEDLY HALTED GRANTING OF ~

 VISA TO ARAFAT AND THE PLO-USA RAPPROCHNENT * CARETTO

REPORTS ON THE WASHINGTON POST REVELATIONS ABOUT - -
ALLEGED "U.S.-PLO SECRET COOPERATION AGREEMENTS® AND

THE RECENT "MYSTERIOUS PLANE CRASH KILLING OLIVER .
NORTH'S ISRAELI ALTER EGO, AMIRAM NIR." .

- "A NEW MYSTERY Gl IRANGATE ~ TITLES LEADING
CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE SUNDAY REPORTING ON TNE SANE

AIR CRASH, DESCRIBING NIR AS "A COMSULTANT OF VICE . . - .
PRESIDENT BUSH IN 1986 ON THE SALE OF NEAPONS TO IRAN
IN EXCHANGE FOR U.S. NOSTAGES y k

-4 GATT u:comnous R
- - SCENESETTERS ON THE MONTREAL GATT SESSION ?REDICT

"DIFFICULT" NEGOTIATIONS, ESPECIALLY ON THE :
AGRICULTURAL ISSUE, AND EMPHASIZE ITALIAN TRADE = = -
MINISTER RENATO RUGGIERO'S COMMENTS CALLING ON THE
U.S. TO DO ITS PART TOJARDS REDUCING AGRICULTURAL
SURPLUSES. ’

- HEADLINES:

**U.S.-EEC AGRICULTURAL CHALLENGE. GATT STARTS OFF |

‘ON WRONG FOOT)" (LEFTIST, ‘INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA

SUNDAY)

= "h DETERMINED EUROPE AT THE GATT NEGOTIATIONS:

"LESS PROTECTIONISM IN THE U.5.'" (LA STANPA, SATURDAY)
- "ITALIAN TRADE MINISTER CRITICIZES U.S. POSITIONS

. ON THE EVE OF GATT MEETING™ (IL SOLE-24 ORE, SATURDAY) -

- "RUGGIERQ: ITALY HAS DONE ITS PART IT's THE

j‘ U.S." TURN NOW® (IL TEMPO, SATURDAY)

. COMENTS: -
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.. MAJOR OBSTACLE MAY BE REMOVED. ITALIAN TRADE MINISTER .
;7o .- RUGGIERO...IS NOT AT ALL INTIMIDATED BY THE WARNINGS
“ .- [OF THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION. THREATENING TO EVEN

" "ABANDON THE NEGOTIATIONS IN THE ABSENCE OF CONCRETE'
- PROGRESS, RUGGIERO ADDED, HOMEVER, THAT EUROPE IS - :
- GOING TO MONTREAL WITH THE REQUEST THAT ITS EFFORTS TO
- .-REDUCE AGRICULTURAL SURPLUSES BE ACKNOWLEDGED, BUT
MOST OF ALL, ASKING THAT OTHERS, BEGINNING WITH THE
~--U.§., DO THEIR PART. ACCORDING TO RUGGIERO, THE
" UNITED STATES DOES NOT PRACTICE WHAT IT PREACHES..... "

' C UTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST .

"~ USTICA AIR CRASH: MEDIA m[ u. S DEFENSE
. SECRETARY CARLUCCI'S DENIAL OF LIBYAN ALLEGATION ON -
"~ AMERICAN RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE 1980 USTICA AIR
"~ " PLANE ACCIDENT AS WELL AS CARLUCCI'S OFFER FOR U.S. .
.~ COOPERATION IN ITALIAM INVEST IGATIGS INTO THE CAUSES
.- OF THE DISASTER :

~ = NATO: U.S. DEFENSE SECRETARY FRANK CARLUCCI'S
OEC. 2 REMARKS AT NATO HEADQUARTERS IN BRUSSELS ARE
", NOTED IN REPORTS ON THE U.S.-EUROPEAN "DISPUTE" ON
. BURDENSHARING WITHIN THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE. LEADING
“© - CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE'S HEADLINE SATURDAY: °NATO
- WILL REVIEW BURDENSHARING," WHILE LEADING ECONOMIC
.27 DAILY IL SOLE-24 ORE SATURDAY TITLES. "CARLUCCI TO THE
. ALLIES: YOU ARE STINGY WITH NATO."

- U.S.-ITALY: MEDIA ANNOUNCE THAT ITALIAN PRIME
MINISTER CIRIACO DE MITA WILL MEET PRESIDENT REAGAN
. AND PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH DURING HIS MID-DECEMBER VISIT
- -TO THE U.S. FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE 40TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE MARSHALL PLAN. LEWINSOHN BT

R
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- SUBJECT: USIS ROME WEDIA REACTIOM REPORT
. NEDIA REACTION REPORT -- MOVENBER 15, 1988

A. LEAD STORIES: THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE PALESTINE
NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING IN ALGIERS; LIBYAN LEADER
QADHAFI'S REMARKS ON THE 1980 USTICA AIRPLANE

ACCIDENT: ALEXANDER OUBCEK'S SPEECH AT BOLOGNA ,
UNIVERSITY; PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH AND THE U. S ECONOMY. -

- ':TUDAY S REPORT IILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOVING ITEMS

" PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH/U.S. ECOMOMY
PNC MEETING IN ALGIERS
QADHAFT ON USTICA AIRPLANE -DISASTER

€2 1 -

- B TREATMENT B
ST L PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH/U.S. ECONONY
" - HEADLINES: ’

"REAGAN LINE WILL NOT
(U.P.6,7)
QUAL CONTROL(1) USDA:STNF(1) ASD:PA(1) USDP:ISA(1)

R e PDISP(1) USOP:DASDEUR(2) USDP:DSAA(4)

© USDP:PERES(1) USDP:NA(1) USDP:TCS(1) USDP:SD&S(1)
. USDP:ESN(1) USDP:LRP(1) USDP:VP(1) USDP:OUTREAC(1) -
" . USDP:TNF(1) USDP:DTSA(1) USDP:NP(1) USDP:EUR POL(1)
. USDP:REG POL(1) USDP:NATOPOL(1) DI-5(1) NﬁIC(l)
- DI-5B(1) WWS(1) DB-1B(1) DIA(1)
~~ 40CSA WASHINGTON DC -~
-7 - +USEUCOM AIDES VAIHINGEN GE
: ., 4NATS PTGON WASH DC ‘
- +0MC CC.WASHINGTON. nc
f_'+SAFE : :
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IYUW RUEHROA5720 3201245 .. CHANGE'" (IL MESSAGGERO)

)
“ENCOURAGING SIGNALS. o
T0 DISTANCE HINSELF FROM THE REPUBLICAN RIGHT, PERHAPS

' HOUSE." -

... THE PNC'S DECLARATION OF AN INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN -
. ", STATE IN THE ISRAELI-OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AND ITS

. A ) ,.'RECNNIZES ISRAEL S RIGHT TO EXIST HITHIN SECURE
TOP 88320/12462 e

l ll\lf‘l I\ QQII’:II:I'\

- "BUSH STATEMENTS SLOW OOHN WARKET. DECLINE' (en
STORY. IL SOLE-24 ORE). " o :

* COMMENT S

S LEADING ECONOMIC DAILY IL SOLE 24 ORE LEADS HITH o
REPORT BY NEW YORK CORRESPOMDENT MARIO PLATERO: . “FROM . .

HIS VACATION SITE IN F,LORI,DA.-...GEQRGE’BU_SH HAS -
REASSURED INTERNATIONAL MARKETS. PROMISING A STABLE
DOLLAR AND COMMITTING HIMSELF TO DEALING WITH AND -
RESOLVING PENDING ECONOMIC PROBLEMS FOLLOWING LAST - ‘
WEEK'S TURBULENCE. HIS WORDS, AS WELL AS THE . ~ .0 " - ¢
COORDINATED INTERVENTION BY CENTRAL BANKS. RESULTED IN' .
A SLIGHT RECOVERY OF THE U.S. CURRENCY AND  SLONED ITS "

- DOWNWARD TREND ON WALL srnth 'AND. OTHER INTERNATIORAL Feg e T
© FINANCIAL MARKETS..... , B

= "BUSH ADMINISTRATION UILL BE HADE OF -
‘PROFESSIONALS'™ -- CENTRIST LA STAMPA LEADS WITH AN

l ANALYSIS BY ALDO RIZIO DATELINED WASHINGTON. RIZI0

SPECULATES ON "THE KIND OF ADMINISTRATION WHICH WILL
GOVERN AMERICA AFTER JANUARY 20, WRITING THAT 'ON L
GENERAL LEVEL, IT WILL BE A PRAGMATIC GOVERNMENT..
WE CAN ADD THAT. IT UILL BE A GOVERNNENT OF '
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SUBJECT USIS ROME MEDIA REACTIM REPORT

PROFESSIONALS IN THE BEST SENSE OF THE WORD. TNAT o
IS, NO IDEOLOGICAL VISIONS NOR EXCESSIVELY BINDING . -
PHILOSOPHIES ABOUT AMERICA AND THE WORLD, BUT . -

- PRACTICAL ATTEMPTS TO RESOLVE, POSSIBLY ONE AT A TIME, - -

THE MANY REAL PROBLEMS. IN THEIR REAL ASPECTS..... R

- RIZZ0 CONTINUES: " *BUSH IS A A MODERATE

qcmmmwmwummmwmummmsgjﬁ
" FOOTSTEPS.

IN HIS CONCRETE APPROACH, HOWEVER, BUSH . -
WILL BE A DIFFERENT PRESIDENT THAN HIS PREDECESSOR AND
MENTOR. WHILE REAGAN NEVER SUCCEEDED IN ESTABLISHING -

A DIALOGUE WITH CONGRESS, EVEN WHEN HE NEEDED IT, AND

LIMITED HIMSELF TO BLANDISHING IT WITH CHARISMA, BUSH, ~-:
- AIDED BY BAKER, WILL DO THE IMPOSSIBLE YO SUCCEED IN
- THIS ENDEAVOR.

HE HAS NO CHOICE, OF COURSE, BUT HE
WILL TRY TO CONVINCE A DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS THAT HE
WANTS A REAL DIALOGUE, WITH CONCESSIONS BY BOTH

- SIDES..... CONGRESS SEEMS WILLING TO GRANT THE NEW

PRESIDENT THE FAMOUS 'HONEYMOON' (FROM THREE TO SIX -
MONTHS) .
PROVIDE SOME CONCRETE EVIDENCE, OR AT LEAST LAUNCH.

"IN ORDER TO DO SO, HE WILL HAVE

MORE SO THAN HE HAD ORIGINALLY. PLANNED. THUS HE WILL'

. BE CAUGHT BETWEEN TWO FIRES, WHIC: 1S PERHAPS THE MAIN. :

PROBLEM FOR THE PROFESSIONAL V"'"‘ ‘!‘L. °"QC"ED THE VHITE -'_,

-2 PNC IIEETXNG IR ALGIERS

. ALL ITALIAR MEDIA LEAD UITH REPORTS EMPHASIZING

ENDORSEMENT OF UN RESOLUTION 242, WHICH IMPLICIT

TAD= 883”0/13102

DURING THAT TINE, HONEVER, BUSH VILL HAVE T0 = =




" BORDERS. "
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"~ "PALESTINE. AN HISTORICAL NIGHT. INDEPENDENT

- . STATE 15 6GRN™ (CORRILRE STLLA ST0A)

“ARAFAT STATE IS BORN® (LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA

© .. REPUBBLICA)
_ 7<= "ARAFAT ACCEPTS ISRAEL™ (LA STAMPA) -
~-~ - "STATE WITHOUT TERRITORY IS BORN" (IL GIORNALE)
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. SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT

- 'PALESTINIAR STATE 1S BORN. EVER REAGAN IS

OPTIMISTIC™ (COMMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L'UNITA')

" - "DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE' (RADICAL LEFT IL

HANIFESTO)

-, COMMENTS: _ v
- REPORT FROK ALGIERS IN LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT iA

REPUBBLICA: "THE PALESTINIAN STATE S RORN. THE PLO

~ AND HIS PARLIAMENT SOLEMNLY DECLARED INDEPENDENCE AND

ACKNOWLEDGE THE EXISTENCE OF ISRAEL. THE JEWISH STATE
REMAINS AN ENEMY, BUT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN FORTY

" YEARS IT NO LONGER IS A NATION TO BE ELIM]NATED .....
© THIS IS AN HISTORICAL TURKING. POINT .....

- LEADING CENTRIST CORRIERE DELLA SERA (LEAD
STORY): "AN IMPORTANT PAGE OF HISTORY HAS BEEN

WRITTEN IN ALGIERS LAST NIGHT. OUR CHILDREN WILL READ -
 ABOUT IT IN HISTORY BOOKS. AN INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN

STATE 1S BORN..... ARAFAT WON BIG: THERE WAS NO

" UNANIMITY BUT THE NAJORITY WAS STRONGER THAN ONE WOULD .
THINK. THERE WAS A UNANINOUS AGREEMENT ON THE

DECLARATION OF AN INDEPENDENT STATE. THERE WAS FULL

.- AGREEMENT ON ALMOST ALL POINTS OF THE POLITICAL
.- DOCUMENT, EXCEPT FOR THE PARAGRAPH...REGARDING THE

RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL. FOR THE FIRST TIME THE

_ PALESTINIANS HAVE ACCEPTED THE IDEA OF COEXISTENCE, IN A

THEIR OWN STATE -~ WHICH FOR NOW IS A GHOST LAND --

" MITH THE JEWISH STATE....." REPORT CONCLUDES: “THE
‘.~ OBJECTIVE OF ARAFAT AND HIS FELLOW LEADERS 1S NOW VERY
" CLEAR. THE PLO MODERATE MESSAGE IS AIMED TO FOREIGN
~ AUDIENCES MORE THAN TO ISRAEL: TO THE UNITED STATES, -
- THE SOVIET UNION, EUROPE. IT IS A MESSAGE OF HOPE,

BUT NOH THE DIFFICULY PART BEGINS. .... )

7= 3.7 QADHAFT ON USTICA AIRPLANE DISASTER

= THE ALLEGATION MADE  YESTERDAY BY LIBYAN LEADER . .
= QADHAFI THAT THE 1980 USTICA DC-9 DISASTER WAS CAUSED -
=77 BY A "U.S. MISSILE® RECZIViS TOP ATTENTION IN REPORTS
. ON QADHAFI'S MEETINC In TRIPOLI WiTH THE PRESIDENT OF

“. . 'THE SICILIAN REGION, RINO NICOLOSI. NICOLOSI WAS
- LEADING AN ITALIAN DELEGATION TO OBTAIN THE RELEASE OF
.7+ 11 ITALIAN FISHERMEN PREVIOUSLY SEIZED BY THE LYBIANS
" IAND CNDEINED TO HARD LABOR ’

: rA*fuucLAs sscrrou o4 OF 05 ROME 25720
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" PIRGMERSTEIN

-] U009 CHDWAFI ACCUSES ANERICA™ - (COMRIERE DELLA -~

NOT PRESENT THAT EVIDENCE

- SUBJECT: USIS RCME NEDIA REACTIOR REPORT

" VERSION: AT THE TIME OF THE DISASTER NO u. S PLARE,.'.
-OR SHIP WERE OPERATIRG N THE, TYRR"ENI N_SEA. ...

v 'c[ orusn ITEMS or INTERES,”

MCN 88320/04970 'TOR=88320/12462 _'TAD'38320113162‘

s Aécu:u:n s R, W

JCS-FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY ~ ~~ *f - Tt e
STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM. INR, PA - . . il =n i o ©
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- HEADLINES (FRONT PAGES)
SERA)

--wmnmnmmwmwmrmmmvﬁf”
INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA) -

-~ "QADHAFI ANNOUNCES HIS OWN rnuru CIT S A vs, "

MISSILE'" (IL MESSAGGERO) ST
- "QADHAFI ACCUSES: U.S. MISSILE CAUSED THE USTICA_ L
DISASTER" (COMMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L' UNITA ) S

- COMMENTS: BT
- CENTRIST LA STAWPA. TN AN ARTICLE DATELINED ROME, - =° -

SAYS THAT "ACCORDING TO RUMORS CIRCULATING AMONG THE < ™ -
ITALIAN DELEGATION ON A MISSION TO TRIPOLI, COLONEL

 QADHAFI SAID HE HAS GOT THE EVIOENCE OF  THE AMERICAN f"_,éﬁf S

INVOLVEMENT (IN THE USTICA AIRPLANE - .
DISASTER)...QADHAFI, THROUGH RINO NICOLOSI (THE
PRESIDENT OF THE SICILIAN REGION), OFFERED TO

~COOPERATE WITH THE ITALIANS IN THE INVESTIGATIONS.™ © . -

- ROME CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO: *QADHAFI'S GOAL WAS

MAINLY TO DENY ANY RESPONSIBILITIES BY LIBYA INTHE .. . =
1980 DC-9 DISASTER... HE SAID HE IS READY TO SUPPLY - ' : L
THE EVIDENCE THAT TRIPOLI WAS HOT IHVOLVED SUT HE DID" .

- LEADING CONSERVATIVE IL GIORRRLE;CARRIES A REPORT -
DATELINED ROME HEADLINED "U.S. AIRCRAFT CARRIER MAY - .. .
KNOW THE TRUTH ABOUT USTICA." REPORT BY. MARCO VENTURA -
LEADS: ™IS THE TRUTH ABOUT USTICA RECORDED ON A U.S.
TAPE? MAYBE A SIXTH FLEET RADAR RECORDED THE MANEUVER o
OF THE FIGHTER PLANE WHICH SHOT DOWN THE DC-9 IN JUNE - -
1980... PERHAPS THE 'SARATOGA® AIRCRAFT CARRIER, IN -
THE NAPLES AREA, IS THE ONE WHICH SAW AND RECORDED THE -

"ACCIDENT... USING ITS RADAR SYSTEM IS ALL IT WOULD

HAVE TAKEN... AND ALL ITALIAN OFFICIALS WOULD HAVE - 2
HAD TO DO TO FIND THE TRUTH WAS ASK... '8UT THE.

. ITALIAN GOVERNMENT NEVER DREAMED OF DOING IT. THIS iS '

THE THESIS OF THE U.S. MILITARY COMMAND IN EUROPE,
HEADQUARTERED IN LONDON. AT THE CONCLUSION OF A

. TORTUOUS MERRY-GO-ROUND OF TELEPHONE CALLS BETWEEN
~ NAPLES, BAGNOLI, ROME AND LONDON, HERE'S THE MERICAN _
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=7 U.S.-USSR RELATIONS: RADIO NEWSCASTS THIS MORNING =
AND A COUPLE OF LEADING NEWSPAPERS ANNOUNCE THAT e
SOVIET LEADER GORBACHEV WILL GO TO NEW YORK EARLY - - '
. DECEMBER FOR THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING AND THAT
. HE WILL USE THE OCCASION FOR A FINAL "SUMMIT" WITH
R PRESIDINT RONALD REAGAN AND A MEETING WITH .
- " PRESIDENT-ELECT GEORGE BUSH. LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA
- - REPUBBLICA CITES "U.S. OFFICIAL SOURCES." WHILE ROME
- CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO SAYS "THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THIS
" SURPRISE SUMMIT WAS GIVEN LAST NIGHT BY CBS NEWS,
~ WHICH CITED WHITE HOUSE AND STATE DEPARTMENT
SOURCES." LEWINSOHN BT

o MCN=88320/0497O T0R=88320/12462 TAD 883”0/1310‘
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 MEMORANDUM FOR OSD (PA) (LCDR SUNDIN)

' SUBJECT: Assistance to the Italian Embassy on_tﬁéfdéﬁiéa‘z
ST Investigation ' SRR e

.- On 27 December 1988, the Italian Ambassador, Rinalds -~ '~ - S
. Petrignani, presented Mr. Taft with an aide memoire requesting - <
" specific informationn pertaining to the June 1980 downing of
an Italian civilian airliner (TAB a). ST T

_ ‘.The Vice Director, Joint‘Staff'provided the'DePUty“Sécietéryffx;fh'"
of Defense with information on 10 January 1989 (TAB B), which . .-
was used to provide a response to the ambassador  (TAB C). =

- Since that time, further allegations of US responsibility~ - 7 L
- have been made by the Italian press (TAB D). Partially due to - . -
‘these new allegations, Prime Minister De Mita has granted a two . . .
- month extension to the government commission investigating the .. . i
.crash. R ' ‘ : L ST e

On 1 March 1989, the Italian Embassy here in Washington - - 7 . - ¢
ontacted my Country Director for Italy, Mr. Lazarus, and asked, - .= -
_ . 1f DoD could offer anocther statement to help
put the new allegations to rest. Although not wanting to get
into a reactive mode with the Italian press, the Embassy repre- -
- sentatives stated that if we could develop a statement centering -
- around the allegations they could give it to the investigating =~ . "
‘committee and put the matter to rest (hopefully!) once and for all. .

. T would like to request your help in getting a release drafted,
cleared and released. Based on comments made by the Embassy - -
representatives’ and the article itself, I believe a release along .

. the lines of the following (assuming that it is factual) would = .
-~ be beneficial: = - = oL B T

... "On January 24, 1989, the Deputy Secretary of Defense . .

--informed the Italian authorities that the United States did not . . .
. have ships or aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the time -
. of the DC-9 crash on June 27, 1980.. . . . T

L Since the time of the communique the Italian publication . .

- "L'Espresso" has reported further allegations of US responsibility., - -
“-.Although we do not make a practice of responding to press articles -
. per se, we believe that the US-Italian military-to-military relat-- .
- ionship is too important to jeopardize by any misunderstanding. - =

"”-‘Mr,ftaié?us"*l S
. OASD/ISP (Eur Pol) . .




R ¥

It has been alleged that on June 28, 1980 the. Slxth

" Fleet was in the highest state of alert, because Air Force. One,

carrying then-President Carter, was flying in the Mediterranean o
Region. 1In fact, the Sixth Fleet was not on an alert status and

President Carter was not flying in the Mediterranean Region.

Since no AWACS aircraft "picked up" any fighters supposedly

‘ v1olat1ng Italian airspace, obviously no communications were

passed to the Italian Air Force Southern Air Region Operatlons'

Center at Martinafranca. No F-14's were launched from the Carrler",,;

Saratoga on June 28 as it was at anchor (in port?) at Naples and
thus the reported encounter between F-14s and Libyan MIG-23's

.obv1ously did not take place. We note that the prosecuting

attorney of Crotone, in Calabria has concluded positively that
there is no connection between the Ustica disaster and the crash
of a Libyan MIG in the mountains of Calabrla.-

We are hopeful that the factual 1nformatlon contalned in" -
thls release is helpful to the Italian authorltles charged w1th
investigating the Ustica air crash tragedy.” ,
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Dunn said although he has not been briefed by Navy .
investigators on the Stark tragedy, he believes the Iraqi pilot
was trigger-happy but unaware he was firingon 8 U.S. ship.

“Especially at night, but anytime you're beyond the visu- -
alrange and you look at a radar scope, at least with the kind of
radar [ understand the Mirage to have, it is difficult to tell
whetheryou have s destroyer, or s tanker or any other kind of
ship.” said the 38-year Navy veteran. .
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. 3"==-couldhve,doae

~— @ agcaused bythat accident”

- sl | would never say it was a blessjng at least

" JShittle bit of positive to come out of it” .

Dunn said his priorities are to urge

Congress o approve
.manpower increases needed o fill the aviation communities

asthe fleet grows in size; (o appropriate money for replace- -
ment airerafl carriers and to accept the Navy’s aircraft acqui-
sition program. In the meantime, he wants to become a
“strong and vocal advocate for naval aviation.

“1find that people both in and outside the Navy reslly
don't appreciate what naval aviation is and what it's for.”
While naval aviation is not an end unto itself, Dunn said,
“Ifyou set aside for a moment the Neet of ballistic missle
submarines, the rest of the Navy is built around naval avia-
Lion ... Aviation can do those things that seapower can do

N I REE
1)) D@,
> weam . -
sophisticated ac. )A__. °
Warsaw Paci’'s. Westeufd.. -,
more combat missions because they can
refuel. rearm and be repaired fasier. They
also operate under worse weather condi-
tions. allowing them 1o provide the air su-
periority that would be essential for de-
feating the Warsaw Pact on the ground.
NATO has some genuine disadvan-
tages as well. Allied aircraft could be shot
down in droves by their own side because

enabling its air defense forces to identify
friendly planes. On the ground. NATO de-
fenses could be crippled by shoriages of
ammunition. reinforcement problems .

.U.S. NEWS & WOR‘LD REPORT
15 JUNE 87 (9) Pg. 14

Watergate figures did it. Now some
players in the Iran-Contra scandal are
taking their newfound name recogni-
tion and hitting the lecture circuit. The
most active so far: Richard Secord,
~ who helped run the clandestine Contra
- resupply operation. An obscure ex-gen-
eral only a few months ago, Secord—— )
who bemoaned his financial problems

only do them better .. . |'d like to spread that gospel.”

_WASHINGTON POST- .
7 JUNE 1987 (9) Pg. 26-

@ French satvagers have found
the cockpit recorder of an Ital-
ian jetliner that mysteriously '
exploded and crashed into the
Tyrrhenian Sea in 1980, killing
all 81 people aboard, the Italian
news agency ANSA reported .
Friday.

. during testimony on nationwide televi-
sion—has signed up with the Harry
Walker agency. He will charge $15,000
a speech and already has a dozen lined -
up. Another figure in the controversy,
Michael Ledeen. the White House con-

sultant who acted as a middieman on
the hostage negot.ations, gets up to
$10,000 a speech and lecture-agency
sources say requests for his time picked
up significantly after he hit the newspa-
per headlines. '

and rear area atiack by Soviet special
forces. And the Soviets’ new “reactive”
armor. which can deionate an incoming
antitank missile prematurely. could make
many NATO antitank weapons obsolete.
But perhaps a greater shoricoming. say
some defense experts. is the Western mili-
lary’s tendency to promote the appear-
ance of irremediable NATO inferiority.
‘That perception can send dangerous sig-
nais to the East while undermining the
West's will to defend itself. “INF reduc-
tions need not reduce our security. but
doomsday talk about it could.” warns a
top alliance analyst. With Europe's nucle-
ar missiles due for a drastic cutback.
NATO defense planners will have 10 move
from counting their beans 1o watching
theirwords. . —8y Civistopher Redman.
Reported by Bruce van Voorst/Washington,
with other bureaus ’
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NATO has yet 1o deploy a reliable meansof |
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, -'threeweeksafterthebmmsh.
."" WWhat has brought the issue back
“to public attention was the insis-
~tence of seven respected Italian
R from dlmost every ma-
< jor political party who petitioned
‘,‘Pnddent Cossiga, whose office tra-
" ditionally is above politics, to inter-
‘.cede with the government to re-

Cossiga, a Christian Democrat
. as prime minister at the time
= :\dfthe_ctash.aceededtot.bedemnd
|:+of the seven “wise men,” as the pe-
i ickly became known,

’m‘?mphing the plane's

. .wreckage, wh
_.:.g:nmﬁo@ feet of water. Then, if
sothe  prove interesting,
:W‘W told parliament, it
v PO

Faar, Ocromm 24,1986_~+-%' . |

still lies under -

 implied that some kind of maneu-
 wers were under way at the time,
but the Italian government has re- _ed. .

B S

ity dcaied that wich maneu- |

... “wers were taking place. .

Ttalians Debating

 Cause of 1980 Crash’
Lause-of 170U Lrash. .
['i,- Thoo AT SR e \2‘*; R e R0 T
- m—— j&:tin'anewmterto'thegwe'mi )
— mmm - wnent earlier this month, the seven
‘NATO fighters as they mtruded “wise men® said there were still
into Italian asirspace. There has. mysteries to be resolved above wa-
been no suggestion of any US. ter, within the government itself.
planes being invoived. .+ . Chief among the questions the
The truth remains shrouded in critics want answered is why the
Stalidn government secrecy, critical  Italian air defense radar station at
‘[.misslngndzrmordingsofthe'Uwh.nearMamla.hﬂedto
. DCY’s final minutes in the air, six -record the flight information of the
~ years of t reluctance to  four minutes before the DC9 ex-
| recover the wreckage for inspec-’ ploded and the four minutes imme-
“tion and the mystery of a Libyan  diately afterward. ST
f-HiGzlanditsdeadpilotfotmdona The official explanation given'to
“moountainside in pearby Calabria the initial government inquiry was

that the radar station was involved

bl

~ No one, however, deniesthat the‘ . B . .
_ French aircraft carrier Clemenceau - o
- ~ras in the vicinity, although French

" officials have denied that its planes

might have shot down the DCO by | -
sccident. There have been allega-

tions that the French carrier had
Super Etendard fighter-bombers. in
the air on firing exercises against a
drone target that might have
crossed the path of the DC9, which

" wras two hours behind schedule.

The other still lingering mystefy

‘about that June day in 1980 has to

do with the possibility that a flight
of Libyan jets might have been in

m‘tea. . . . - .
. ,Tl\istheoryhingaon'thediscov-'
- ery July 18, less than three weeks

in unspecified exercises and that it
unfortunately erased the key eight

minutes on the routine radar track-
ing tape of the flight. Investigators

-were stymied by Italian military

secrecy laws when they sought to
clarify this mystery.

e s important becsuse

_the DC9's flight was also monitored

on normal air traffic radar at

. after the DC9 crash, of the wreck-

age of a Libyan MiG21 and the body
of its pilot on Mount Sila in nearby
Calabria, east of Sicily. - o
An initial autopsy indicated the
pilothadbeenbumedtodeathinthe »
crash and had died weeks before the -

"wreckagevrasdiwovered.Butamil-

- shipped to Libya and

Rome’s Ciampino Airport, where -

controliers saw the DC9 disappear
from their screens. When Ciampino

| the accident and had sent air rescu
" The critics of the previous inves-

* .tigation want to know how person-

- el at theAir Force radar station at

Yquads to

Licola ‘could claim not to have fol-

govern- Aowed the Itavia flight if they knew
. “of the aircraft’s disappearance

when Ciampino telephoned them.

NATO exercises were under way at

the time in the area. The Licola

station’s explanation for the erasure
of the flight's key eight minutes

‘ called Licola to give the slert it was.
told that Licola already knew about

ftary investigation, overruling the
initial report, concluded that the pilot

s ol artattackonthe day |

his plane was found. - - :
The pilot’s body was immediately
the wreckage
of the plane was impounded by the
Italian military, which said that it
had crashed after it ran out of fuel.
Last month's Cabinet report,

‘however, sought to still all allega--
" tions that the crashed MiG might
‘have been part of a Libyan flight

_that was intercepted

~ giving details,
, ~ - witpesses

-~ A further question that the “wise
‘men” want answered is whether

by NATO
planes on June 27, perhaps firing a
heat-seeking missile that acciden-
tally struck the DC9. :

The Cabinet report said, without
that “there are eye-
, who saw the MiG crash
g\ Mount Sila] July 18." But the
binet report also confirmed evi-

" dence from a 1983 analysis of the

Ciampino air control tapes that an

. unidentified object, most probably

-drone; had ,
- Ttavia’ DCQ shortly b,efoye, it explod-_ :

either a supersonic fighter or 2

“crossed the path of the

,

il
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By ROBERT PEAR
; el o The hew Vory '"N'!_
WASHINGTON, Sept. 9 — Experts on
Burma portray the upheaval there as a
spontaneous revolution by peopic crav-

mystery 1s why it took the Burmese so
long to rise up against an oppressive,
authoritarian Government. . -
Prol. Josef Siverstein at Rutgers
University, one of the few Burma
scholars in the United States, said:
*“This is one of the few examples of a
purc popular revolution that we are
seeing anywhere in the world. There
are no leaders, there 1s no organization
and there 1s no international movement
outside the country pushing the people
one way or the other.”
**What surprised me is that the Bur-
mese Government_has held on for so
long, that this upheaval did not come at
an earlier point,” said Mr. Silversiein,
a pointical scientist. o

U.S. Evacuates Dependents

American  experts assessed the
situation there as the United States 1o-
day evacuated 46 relatives of Amer-
ican Embassy employees in the midst
of growing instability., They flew from
Rangoon, the capital, 1o Bangkok, Thai-
land, on a commercial airliner. State
Department officials said that another
group of about the same size would
leave Burma on Saturday. Before the
evacuation, therc were about }50
American embassy personnel and de-
pendents in Burma. .

Charles E. Redman, the State De-
partment spokesman, said, “I'm not
sure that there are any ministries func-
tioning these days' in Rangoon. Never-
; theless, he sald, the American Em-
- etum to | hassy will continue to operate so it can
-, 62 coup, - | sendinformation to Washington.

. I Demonstrators .in cities and towns
across Burma, including many stu-
dents, are demanding the immediate

© ' . |resignation of the president, U Maung
has been | Maung, and the establishment of an in-
trikes and | terim government to pave the way for
eming in-| multiparty democracy. Mr. Maung

.is almost { Maung is the leader of the country's
L only political party, the Burma Social-

Jandalism | ist Program Party, which seized power

ny diplo- | in.a military coup and has ruled for 26
.. of coming | ycars. .

. f depend-| John H. Badgley, curator of the
: Southeast Asia collcction at the Cornell

Nu of his | University library, said Mr. Maung

i scen as | Maung would be lucky to retain power
for another week. . :

. . - “The Government is basically de-
T % Hunet Mr. Badglcy said. “"There is a
~ .old-time | genuine collapse of government as we

“.ally have [know ir.” In Mandalay, he said, a com-

nat said. | mitiee of students and monks under 30
- cratically | years old is maintaining order and per-
" ouster in | forming other functions of govern-

: ment.

. eral who!| Many people, including employees of
... Sapossi-| Burmese embassies in Singapore,

position, | Japan and ‘other countrics, have re-

e signed . from the Socialist Program

< -were,” he | Party. Information reaching the State
<. Teposter-| Depariment here indicates that scores

Tt 7 |of Burmese Government ' employces

- mhter of fand at least several hundred members

heroes, lof the Burmese armed forces joined

--NR 0pPo- | anti-Government demonstrations in’

©.aston: fRangoun this week. . . - - =

- aration. Mr. Badgley vistied. Burma last

. that the { Décember and ‘again in_January and
. liplomat February of this year. " gota sense of

. “1-a very short fuse on 2 'stick of dyna-

‘{Ing democracy, and they say the only’

Mr. Ne Win did not want tg bring

Lt 3

Amierican
‘experts say the
upheaval seems
‘long overdue.

not exploded long ago,” Mr. Badgley
sardinaninterview.

U Ne Win, who ruled Burma from
1962 until his resignation in July of this
year, led the country into isolation and
economic ruin by following what he de-
scribed as “‘the Burmese road to so-
ciahsm.” Mr. Badgley said this was
“an autarkic ideology patterned after
the economic systems of Czechosiova-
kia, Hungary and Poland." . :

Stalin's ‘Ideological Framework®
1t became clear as early as 1963 that

Burma into the-mainstream of the in-
ternational economy through trade and
development projects with other coun-
trics, Mr. Badgley said. For the last
quarter-century, he said, ‘‘Burma’s
leaders have been ‘anti-Communist, but
they viewed the economy with the ideo-
logical framework of Stalin."
American experts on Burma said
they believed some type of provisional
kovernment would soon emerge, prob-
ably with political and financial back-
ing from Japan. o ’

- ""Key Japancse officials want to sta-
bilize the situation in Burma, hope
Burma will open its markets to forcign
investment and _hdve indicaled a
preference that U Tin Oo should
emerge as the lcader of Burma,”” Mr.
Badgley said. "'In foreign policy, this
may be the most aggressive political
mancuver Japan has engaged in since
World War [1."" Mr. Tin Oo was chief of
staff of-the Burmese Army when he
was removed by Mr. Ne Win'in 1976,
Several’ Burmese opposition leaders
said today that they had established a
provisional government under the
ieadership of U Nu, who was ousted in
the military coup 26 years ago, but dip-
lomats in Rangoon said it was not im-
mediately clear whether the maneuver
would succeed. . - ) :

Burmese Revolt Seen as Spontaneous

ernment is established, we should re-
lease the monies and offer increased
support as well," said Mr. Moynihan, a
New York Democrat, -

The United States gave Burma al-
most $14.3 million in aid last year: $7
million for economic development, $7

$260,000 for military training.
- Moynihan Urges Aid Cutoff
Mr. Moynihan said the United States
should not provide any more money to

the Burmese Army because it had
“‘murdered peaccful demonstrators.”

‘use our assistance” (o spray carcino-

arcas of northern Burma.
Diplomats at the Burmese Embassy

ing for comment on Mr. Moynihan's
charges.

Disconient has been spreading in
Burma for years. But Mr. Silverstein
said the situation became intolerable
for the Burmese people last Septem-
ber, when the Government took cur-
rency measures that had the effect of
reducing the value of assets that many
people heid in cash by 70 to 80 percent.

The Government said the step was
4designed to curb narcotics traffic and.

off protests by students, who have been
in the forefront of political activity
since they fought for Burma's inde-
pendence from Britain in the late
1940's.

Experts Said to Find Missile
. Downed Italian Jet in.1980

examining the wreckage of an italian

jet that crashed into the sea in 1980, _
| killing al) 81 people on board, have con-”
cluded it was probably hit b a missile, -

ltalian news reports said ( ay.
The DC-9 of the now defunct domes- -
tic company Itavia crashed into the sca

plosion.

ported by several officials and experts,

Scnator. Daniel Patrick Moynihan | i that an American fighter plane from .
said today that President Reagan [ (he Mediterrancan-based Sixth Fleet
should take immediate action to with- | or an lalian jet scrambled to intercept”
hold Amcrican aid from the Govern- | 5 Libyan MIG-23 in the atea and acei- -
ment of Mr. MaungMaung. : dentally shot down the DC-9 after -

e ———

“At such time as a democratic gov- | launching a heat-seeking missile.

mue, and | was surprised that it had,

'y

Te

e
e
x.

e ——————————
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milhon for anti-drug programs and

He also said the Burmese armed forces -

Renic herbicides on members of ethnic-
minority groups in opium-growing

here did not return telephone calls ask-

the black market in Burma. But it sot

ROME, Sept. 9 (Reuters) — Experts

near Sicily on June 27, 1980 after an ex-

The most common hypothesis, sup- .

- —n

;nn'd%{~h—m}am' Cm e e e -
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building a linear accelerator to pro-
duce tritium for nuclear weaj ons as

* | build new production reactors, a.
DOE report said yesterday. = - .
Scientists at the Los Alamos,
N.M.. and Brookhaven, N.Y., national
‘| laboratories said they found the de- -
.| partment’s decision to build new re-.
actors at the Savannah River com-
plex in South Carolina and at the
Idaho National Engineering Lab-
oratory in Idaho Falls the “lowest

| technical risk approach to supplying

the critical need for tritium.
“However, we believe it is prudent

for tritium production to provide po-
tential alternatives as a contingency
for the future,” the report said. “One

: . QAS.HING'EQN? "fr.I,:m-‘:s: - ]
DOE cites need for lin

The Department of Energy
| should pursue the possibility of -

'} a prudent backup to present pians to *

that DOE pursue other technologies

larly promising is the accelerator
production of tritium.”

The report said an accelerator
could be completed within eight to
nine years on an “aggressive” sched-
ule, compared with a minimum of 10
years to finish a new production re-
actor.

The cost of an accelerator would
be comparable to a new reactor at
'$2.3 billion, including $600 million
for contingencies. |

~ An accelerator could be
any. of the department's weapons
production sites, but the report said
the Hanford nuclear reservation in
south-central Washington state “of-
fers the potential advantage of low-
cost available power and the grid ca-
pacity to power an accelerator
facility™ o

The accelerator would require years there have been “major ad-.

roughly 770 megawatts of electric-

ear accelerators
An accelerstor is essentially &

" long tunnel in which subatomic par-
" ticles are whipped at high speed un-
til they crash into a target, in this

built at

TUESDAY, 21 MARCY 1989 = -
-~ 21 MARCH 1989

case lithium clad in aluminum. The
resulting collision produces tritium

— a critical element in nuclear -
weapons that increases the power of
" warheads, but decays rapidly.
" The current supply of tritium is -
" threatened by the crumbling condi-
tions at the Energy Department'sex-

isting production reactors and wea
ons plants. .

‘While department officials have -

said that accelerator technology was
too “immature” to be trusted, the sci-

entists said their concept “buildson
relatively mature, existing technol- -

ogies.” .
The report said that in recent

vances” in accelerator technology, in

sperit through the Strategic Defense

- Initiative, or “star wars" program.’

- ~Our a&ssessments indicate that
neither scientific ‘proof-in-prin

- ciple’ demonstrations nor basic re-

search programs are required be-
fore proceeding,” the report said.
- ‘Fhe report recommended a
“development and demonstration”
phase for an‘accelerator that would
take three to four years and then a
- five-year construction program.
- An ‘accelerator would be safer
than a reactor because there would
- be an “absence. of fissionable ma-
terials, there are no criticality is-
‘sues, minimal decay heat safety con-
cerns, no nuclear licensing
requirements and a much smaller
amount of radicactive waste,” there-
portsaid. ~ -
 In addition, it said the “extensive
time” it would take to prepare a
" safety analysis, environmental im-
pact statement and license a new re-
" actor “would be greatly reduced for

ITALY/DEFERSE BUDGRT:
‘| 10-year $22 billion plan to
‘modernize weapons will be cut
by at least half with the re-
maining funds
European ~ Fighter = Aircraft,
observation and telecommunica-
" tion satellites, new genera-
tion helicopters and -
aircraft missile systems, said
{ Valerio Zanone. A

Italy’s

going to . the .
"WEU/NEW
anti-
17- March-

defense minister as saying the
funding cut signals a signifi-
cant restructuring of military
spending. Il Messaggero said
Zanone declined . to give more
details on the spending cuts.

SECRETARY = GENERAL:
Former Dutch Def/Min Willem
Van Eekelen will be appointed
as the new Secretary General

‘of the Western European Union

-April. B . 3
* (Summarized from' ~transcripts
_and translations provided by

- | concept that appears to be particu- ity to operate. : part promped by the $500 million 1€ accelerator approach.”
1 A : ' article in the Italian paper (WEU) - in April, succeeding
EUROPEAN MEDIA Il Messaggero also quoted the Alfred Cahen of Belgium, re-

ported - Jane’s Defence Weekly.
An 18 March magazine article

said that Van Eekelen will be
officially confirmed after a

" meeting -of WEU defense minis-~

ters in London on 3 and 4

SHAPE Public Information Of-
fice. Source material avail-
able from CNARS, 4C881) '
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Shell-Army Pact et A 10 arie case 1o

which the State of Colorado alleges that

~ |In Doubt by Ruling

ough and isn't moving quickly enough. The
museekstounposeusmenvmﬂen-

sented both the Armry and EPA. The judge ~* Mr. Anderson said a week before Jud;
said the EPA’s goal was to clean the site Carrigan’s ruling, the Army entered into
quickly and thoroughly, while it was in the Pprivate settiement agreement with Shel
Army's financial interest to spend as little The agreement, which Mr. Anderson sa
money and effort as possible. - - contained the same provisions as the ea
In its motion for reconsideration, filed ller settiement, would not require Judg
two ago, Justice lawyers argued Carrigan's approval. - -
m:znmqmmmwwmemmma- Mﬂ:gmmmmmamm

ta! regulations on the process. . of-interest standard as private attorneys. Friday under the terms of the pr
In his decision, Judge Carrigan denled - David Anderson. lead counsel for the Yale agreement, Mr. Anderson said
the Army's request to dismiss that suit,.

U.S..s:ﬁmemmaexistedandumbah the Colorado suit could prevent that agre

. ruling Colorado served as an independent EPA the Army were committed to Mment from being the final word.
By Axy Docxsex check on the Army's efforts. He said the  cleaning up the arsenal. A lawyer for Shell  *““We're not trying to circumvent Judg
‘|sasy Reporter of Trm Wars STusévsoumnar EPA couldn't performa that function be- also said the company didn't believe there Carrigan or his authority with the privat
A littie-noticed ruling by a federal judge cause the same Justice lawyers repre- was a conflict. agreement,” said Mr. Anderson.
iz Colorado bas c:ged dag;ts about . v— .
. |whether a proposed settlement of a waste- | - ; . L

| Italy orders air crash mqulry o -

e
S g g

By John Wyles In Rom¢ eami of -experts wh the recording of the flight
THE lilian ol force bas ben . Boarly five years ago were - oWy conversation supported
ordered to set up an internal - ' given the task of ' : "the missile explanation, says
inquiry, following presentation  ¢he diaaster. ST the veport. The final word spo-
J " Since few air dlsasters have .. 560 in the cockpit before the .
investigated to so little - . . SXters ! _explosion “ was -
. oflct as the socalled Ustica . Fl o ey SO 10 say
- lost, an authoritative conclu: "~ " 4o o e ter
. the w evasion, missing '
sclentific evidence and
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Committee mu

By _thn Wylos in Romé

“Ustica, it’s now an endless mystery,”
pronounced one Italian newspaper head-
line yesterday, on the results of the latest
committee of inquiry into the loss of an

Itavia DCS with 81 lives In sea north of

Sicily in June 1980.

The committee’s report, released by the
prime minister's office, not only falled to
back any explanation of why the aircraft

Sl crashed without warning, but it also cast

doubt on the coniclusions of other investi-

gators that it had been hit by a missile.

Set up by the government last Novem-
ber when accusations were flying that an
Italian or Nato military aircraft might
have fired the missile, the committee
exnnerates virtually all previous suspects,
including the Libhyan air force.

Political reaction was suitably caustic,
with a cross-party demand that the Italian
pariiament now set up its own inquiry.
Mnst attention has focused on the report's
conclusion that the possibility of a bomb
explosion on hoard the aircraft should not
be ruled out. despite the fact that techni.

MAY 24, 1989

outside the DC9 as the cause of its joss.
While ruling out equipment or struc-
tural fallure, the government-sponsored
Inquiry suggests that the missile theory is
. weakened by the absence of any activity
* In the area by by either Italian or allied

ddies waters round air crash * -

cal analysis has pointed to an explosion

military forces. It also came across no
evidence to support “Insinustions” that |
radar evidence from stations at Marsala | -
and Licola had been doctored, while the
fact that some relevant radar tapes have
been destroyed_could be explained by the
normal “thinning” of archives. .

MEDIA...from Pg. 15 ,

Syria to be more flexible to-
ward an Arab/Israeli political
settlement. Al-Ittihad
recent Western press reports as
saying Moscow is also planning
to supply Syria with Soviet-
made Sukhoi-24 assault-fighter
planes. . - )

YAZOV/SERRA  MERTING: Spanish
Defense Minister Narcis Serra
arrived in the Soviet Union
Tuesday for a meeting with his
Soviet counterpart Dmitriy Ya-

" Nikolai
News Agency TASS has reported.

quoted

Serra’s visit to Moscow was the
‘tary official.

(Summariz-ed from tfanslations_

texts .

zov and Soviet Prime Minister
-Ryzhkov, the Soviet

A May 23 dispatch quoted Serra
as saying Spain maintains a
defensive military policy based
on the principle of minimum
sufficiency.  TASS said that

first ever by Spain’s top mili-

provided by. Poreign Broadcast:
Information. Service. Complete

. available from CNARS,
4cs81) - S

High-F lying
\Drug Sentry
Is Deflated

| Loss of Balloon Puts
Hole in Radar Shield

By Michael Isikoff

Washingtan Peat Stafl Weyrer

vice radar balloon that is supposed
to guard against drug smugglers
alang the Mevican border will be
out of commission for five or six
weeks after being hit by a swirling

WASHINGTON POST (Final Ed4.)

- A $19 million U.S. Customs Ser-

of 15 or 20 feet in its surface.

The helium-filled balloon, which
normally floats 10,000 feet above
Fort Huachuca, Ariz., was damaged
May 10. Its absence gives drug

- smuggling aircraft a virtually open
“invitation to fly across the south- -

west border from Mexico, accord-
ing to federal officials.

“I've gct a big chunk of 150 miles
along the border with absolutely no
[radar] coverage anymore,” said
Gerald Young, director of the Cus-
toms air branch in Tucson. "It def-
initely hurts our effort to stop the
flow of narcotics across the Arizona
border.” -

But some critics say the accident
underscores the pitfalls of relying
on the fragile balloons—called

MAY 24, 1989

“dust devil” tornado that tore a hole’

Pg. 10

aerostats—to stop the onslaught of
drugs. : o
“This is just hysterical,” said Jack

* Blum, former chief investigator for

the Senate Foreign Relations sub-

committee on narcotics. “It shows’

how completely vulnerable these

ballons are to weather. It confirms

their worthlessness.” :

The Customs balloon program,
code-named Project SOWRBALL
for Southwest Radar Balloon, has
been one of the more expensive and
controversial of the federal govern-
ment's efforts to interdict drugs at
the border. The agency has planned
what it calls an “electronic picket

fence” of six balloons stretching - -

from the Guif of Mexico_to the Pa-
cific that will cost in excess of $100
million over the next several years.

But the Fort Huachuca balloon,
the first one launched in Project

‘planes, according to critics. Only
_three ‘marijuana-smuggling aircraft
" 'have been caught by Customs of-
* went up in the fall of 1987, Young

“have been apprehended.

~_balloon is_scheduled to be launched

istration officials, however, believe

_ rate is because the balloons are fre- |-

JERUSALEM POST
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U.S. probe into alleged ties with South Africa

© Pg. 5.

Multi-billion Tadiran deal jeopardized

ing damaged by turbulent weather.

- by the tornado, ripping a hole in the | .

SOWRBALL, has proven less than
successful in actually snaring drug

ficials in Arizona since the balloon
said. No cocaine-carrying airplanes

- Customs officials speculate this is
because the smugglers have been
flying around the balloon’s radar
coverage. This alternative, howev-
er, was presumably cut down when
the second SOWRBALL balloon
was launched at Deming, N.M., last,
December. A third SOWRBALL

in Yuma, Ariz., later this month.
Some Drug Enforcement Admin-

the real reason for the low success

quently grounded by Customs of-
ficials nervous about the biimps be- '

In this incident, Customs officials.
got reports of heavy winds in the
area of Fort Huachuca on the after-
noon of May 10 and brought the
balloon down, but it was hit anyway

helium bag. ;

" .. plans to produce the bighly sophisticated military com-
" munication systems ordered by the U.S. Army. -

A spokesman for Westinghouse
Defense Electronic System Co.,
which manufactures the radar bal-
loon, said the damaged bag arrived
yesterday at the firm’s factory inj
Elizabeth City, N.C. Young said he
has heard repairs could cost as
much as $1 million, but the spokes- |
‘man declined to cornment on the re- | -

- port. S e

S By JUDY MALTZ »
A multi-billion dollar Pentagon contract won by
Tadiran last year covld be jeopardized by an investiga-
1 tion Jaunched this week in Tallahassee, Florida, into the
itompany's alleged ties with South Africa. .
"~ Tadiran'is ahaut to comnlete construction of a manu-
i facturing facility in the caoital of Florida, where it

the entire cost of setting up the plant, in order to
promote Tallahassee’s economic development.
But anti-apartheid activists in the City say they ha.e
been assured by the municipality that measures will be
. taken to force Tadiran out if their evidence concerning
the company’s Pretoria connection is confirmed, The
Pentagon contract in question is one of the largest ever
won by an Israeli concern.. ~.. - - . T i
Tadiran'’s spokesman last week denied that the com-
_ pany was still selling to South Africa. Lol

1, The city bad agreed to put up $2,8 million, virtually
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| _;5 -)Htaly Investlgates 1980 AlrlmerﬁEXplosmn

By Jennifer Parmelee
Special to The Washington Post

ROME, May 13—A magistrate '
today told 15 military officers they
will be investigated in a suspected
'cover-up of an explosion that de-
stroyed an airliner over the Mediter-
ranean in 1980, killing 81 people.

. While the magistrate’s notifica-
tion is only a prehmmary step to-
ward bringing charges, it was the
_first concrete move by Italian au-
thorities toward pinpointing the
puzzling circumstances surrounding
the crash nine years ago. The no-

tices were issued at the request of

Rome’s prosecutor, Giorgio San-
{1 tacroce, and will require the offi-
cers to cooperate with his mvestl- .
gation. - .
The most \wdely held—and poten-

1989 - Pg.

‘ually most explosxve-—of numerous
- hypotheses is that the plane was shot
down by a NATO air-to-air missile.

The judge's investigation to date

Jeans heavily toward that theory.

But military officials, including
Defense Minister Valerio Zanone,
have denied military involvement in
the crash.The Air Force was cleared
of any- misconduct in the affair last
month by a panel of seven experts
designated by then Prime Minister
Ciriaco De Mita. The panel said the
crash might have been caused by
structuzal defects in the DC-9 or a
collision with another plane.

But the panel's investigation last
only five months—compared to five
years for Santacroce’s probe—and

" critics have argued that it is one of

several weak investigations that
have left the possibility of a cover-

31

up. In a recent editorial entitled Lles

of the State, La Repubblica newspa-
per lambasted the “scandal” of bro- -

ken promises by officials to solve the_’

" mystery.
“Our public officials, our leaders -
-are pretty mediocre when it comes’

to their institational duties,” wrote
columnist Giorgio Bocca. “But when
it comes to blocking attempts to
ascertain uncomfortable
they function like a Swiss watch.”

The charges to which the ofhcers.’

will presumably eventually have to

.-answer include false testimony and
destruction of evidence. The officers .

were on duty at radar stations at Li-.
cola, near- Naples, and the Sicilian’
port of Marsala on the night of June

27, 1980, when the plane plunged -

out of a clear summer sky and into
the sea near the island of Ustica.

truths, . )
- | more cautious line in’ discussing”
| technology transfers to the Soviet

DALLAS TIMES HERALD

Congress right about FSX deal'_ -

gratmg the weapons and maneuvermg :

 ONGRESS HAS TAKEN A LONG, _ systems are unmatched by any other.

hard look at the proposed deal be-

JUNE 11,

1989 Pg.

tween Japan and the United States to
develop a short-range fighter of the future:
and found it wanting.

“The House this week joined the Senate -

m disappmving the deal worked out by the

ush administration authorizing the codev-
: elopmem of the FSX fighter. The votes are
insufficient to stand up to a presidential ve-
to, so the controversial deal will proceed.

i But Congress was correct to note the flaws.

in the international agreement. -
~ ' The FSX is a deal which shouldn't
_have been made. It is based on the errone-
qus assumption that the Japanese, if left to
- their own devices, can build better high-
. tech products than Americans.
But when it comes to world class, }ugh
performance, combat and commercial air-

craft American firms rule the skies. In com-

" “bat craft, the computer source codes inte-

However, instead of purchasing the F-
16, the world’s best fighter, Japan decided

. to build its own. The Reagan administration

assumed Japan could build a better jet
within a decade and pleaded for the right to
participate. President Bush pressed for a
better deal calling for American participa-

. tion in about 40 percent of the development
and production of the mulu~bxlhon dollar - -

project.
" The deal is just a non-binding “memo
of understanding” between the Secretary of

State and the Japanese ambassador to the -

U.S. The new Japanese administration can

ignore it once it receives the critical Amen- o ‘

can technology.

It would have been better to let the
Japanese try to compete on an equal plane "~

with American technology. Since that did
not occur, at least Congress has stated
where Amenmn interests lie.

3 rom Pg Sk'i:'"' g

recent NATO summit for deep cuts i

in:conventional forces in Europe. [
believe we should take the nsk that
the Soviets are serious in their de-:
sire_to reach genuine arms reduc- E
tions with the West,” Reagan said. -
So long as the threat of commu--
nism remains, he said, NATO must * -
remain strong. But “if we continue : .
our quest for peace,” he said, "there’ -
may not even beaneedfor NATO g
in another 40 years” - -
- The retired . presndent took a;

Union.

Noting that desplte l:beralmbon . '

the Russians recently had made it -
illegal for individuals to obtain a .
computer printer or a copying ma-
chine_from abroad, he asked: “Why

| should we sell the Soviet Union so-

phisticated computers when it will .~

not allow ‘its own citizens simple |

things like copymg machines” -
But his main theme was that the .
new communications technology is
undermining authoritarian govern-
ments everywhere, or, as he put it,

“the Goliath of totalitarian control:. .~ |-
will rapidly be brought down by‘ the

David of the microchip.”

Citing Churchill as the pre-mn-
nent example of a leader who un-
derstood the power of words in a
mass-communication age, Reagan
said technology has now immensely .
magnified that - impact—through .
personal computers, satellite tele-
vision, telexes and tape recorders.
- “More than arms, more than di-

-| plomacy, ‘the communications rev- .

olution will be the greatest force for
advancement of freedom in. the

.| world,” he said.

" Although the brutal repression -
of the prodemocracy demonstra-
tors in Beijing may argue other-- -
wise, Reagan declared, “those he-
roic Chinese students who gave

- | their lives have released the spirit

of democracy and it cannot be
called back.”

X-30...
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i . “The National Aero-Space Plane

program is cleagly a model of how
American firms must work together to
meet the competitive challenge posed
| by Western Europe and Japan.” - -
Potential foreign competition has
_become a critical lobbying point of
aerospace companies in the space-
‘plane program. They point to a $16
billion, 20-year commitment by the

.lapanese to develop a hypersonics

program, $200 million in funding ap-

proved by West Germany for its Sang-

-er space-plane program, and_an ag-
gressive push by the Soviet ‘Union into

"The National Aero-Space Plane “is

the kind of program that the country
needs to keep our pre-eminence in the

industry,” said Hershel Sams, vice
president and general manager of the
space-plane program for McDonnell..

“By the 21st century shuttle technol-
ogy will be 30 years old.”
The budget battle in Washington is.

causing the aerospace contractors in-
. volved in the space-plane program to

rethink their commitments to it. They
predict that the program will be de-
layed even u all of lhe funding is’
reslored

“There is.no quesnon that the con-

tusion caused’ by the funding flux will _.

slow ihe program down." said Rockel-

than any exnsung faclmy of its type.

“It is up in the air, but Is has not '
. been canceled,” Weisberg said. g

Meanwhile, officials at General Dy

about 280 employees working on the
program, with most at McDonnell Air-

craft Co. in SI. Louts. General Dyna-~
" mics has about 250 people working on -

the program, wm: most of those lnl 1
_Fort Wonh . -

During' the wait, Rocketdyne has |
put on hold its construction of a $16
million bypersonic shock tunnel, a test
facility to simulate orbital-speed con- .
ditions that would be 40 times larger -

TI...
from Pg. 9
- sign and develop advlnced ndlr -

“ systems for both the Navy’'s and
the US. Air Force's next-genen-. .

namics and McDonnell Douglas say |.: tion adreraft.

they are proceeding normally on their " | -
"space-plane work. McDonnell has”

: Ateamof'l'landWesﬂnghouse,j

*won radar contracts from two in- '

. -dustry teams competing to'build

 the Alr Force Advanced Tactical .

- Pighter, The cODIracts. could. be -

- worth billions when”the llghter ‘
" moves| mto prodncuon o

hypersomcs as well.

: dyne S, Wexsuerg
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E Desplte Cuts Sov1ets seen stronger

By Rowan Scarborough

VASHINGTON TIMES

"The Soviet Union, despite prom-
ises of a 14 percent cut in defense
spending, continues to modernize its
nuclear arsenal and produce fighter

aircraft that nearly rival US. capa- .

bility, Air Force Secretary Donald B.
Rice said yesterday. :

" Inthose areas, “we certainly dont
see any change downward. We don't

see any reflection of their espoused

defensive philosophy,” Mr. Rice said,
during a luncheon meeting with edi-
tors and reporters of The Washing-
ton Times.

Mr. Rice said cuts in Soviet de-
fense outlays would not translate .
into a less potent force. “In fact,

there's every reason tc believe the

way they're headed at this point that,

while they're going to be reducing

numbers, they're going to be in-
. creasing the average quality of the

remaining conventional forces in

SEPT. 28, 1989

: wmpe," he smd.

Asked if the Soviets were engag-
ing in “strategic deception” in prom-
ising budget cuts, Mr. Rice said: “I
would not put it down to strategic
deception on the Soviets’ part. ... |
think we have to be realistic enough
to see what's going on in the Soviet

Union. While it heads in many ways -

in directions we should consider [fa-
vorable), I think we're a long ways
from being able to conclude it's irre-
versible.”

Mr. Rice, like other top Pentugon
officials, is grappling with funda-
mental change in the defense busi-
ness. Peace signals from the Soviet
Union and domestic pressure to cut
the budget are forcing service sec-

- retaries to do more with less.

Mr. Rice, who was president of

Rand Corp. sbefore becoming Air -

Force secretary in May, is conduct-
ing a management review to see if

‘he can weed out duplication in tasks -

and speed up weapons procurement.

) “We re gc:r;, 0 '~-- ~rnDOSING”
‘changes in organization ot some of
our acquisition activities. You'll be

hearing more about that before too
he said. “We're looking at™

.Mg."
‘changes in how we do pilot training.
We're looking at simple, straight-

" forward streamlining and cutbacks ‘

" in overhead.”
Mr. Rice defended two major
weapon systems under fire on Capi-

to} Hill, the $70 billion B-2 Stealth™
 bomber program and $45 billion Ad-

‘vanced Tactical Fighter (ATF).

The House Appropriations C'om-.-, -
mittee has scrapped all 1990 funds "

for the next-generation ATF,
charging mxsmanagemenl by the
-Air Force.

Mr. Rice, while saying some cm-’ ;

icism “did merit attention,” charged

the committee’s harsh language was "

. “justification” for taking ATF money
‘and earmarking it for other projects
that lawmakers favor. I think that to
some extent that program got
caught in that kind of need within

Pg 2

the. committec,” he seid.

The Housé has proposing eumnx

- back production on the B-2. until
operational tests prove’ the nd»"
evading plnne works. -

". . The B-2 is necessary, Mr. Ru:e ar-
_.gued, to assure that the United
States continues~to have a_bomber |
_.capable of penetrating Sovm airde-

’ fenses and retaliating against a So-‘ )
viet first strike. .

“The Soviet Union has made a tre-
mendous investment in air de-
‘fenses, Mr. Rice said. “We have al-

. mostnonemthnseoumry ‘We have

very light air defenses in this coun-

try, which means_we give Soviet -

" bombers and cruise missiles essen-

- Vually afreerideinto U.S. air space”

Asked if that Soviet investment in
air defenses would make the B-2 ob-
solete, Mr. Rice said the Air Force
set up an “anti-stealth red team” in
the early 1980s to answer that ques:
tion. “The mission of that group has

. been to figure out how to beat

Stealth. It has not been able t0 40 50"
he said.

WASHINGTON TIMES

: By Bill Gentz -

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Air Force used “reasonable

judgment” in launching an investi-
gation into suspected espionage by
an Air Force captain with access to
. US. electronic intelligence and se-

.- curity secrets, Air Force Secretary

1" Donald P Rice said yesterday.
Mr. Rice also indicated that the

" Air Force was cooperating with the

FBl in the probe of Capt. John Vladi-

* mir Hirsch, an electronics engineer

. based until July with an intelligence
unit in West Berlin.

“The Air Force is cooperating

Alully with the appropriate legal

authorities, as well as conducting

1 . our own investigalion, but none of
that is completed yet,” Mr. Rice said
in a luncheon meeting with report-
ers and editors of The Washington
Times.

An FB] spokesm‘an acknowledged

. that the bureau is investigating the

case, but he declined to comment on
the specifics of the case.

Capt. Hirsch, 33, was transferred

~ July 31 from the 690th Electronic

Security Wing at Tempelhoff Cen-

tral Airport in West Berlin to the

headquarters of the Electronic Se-
“curity Command at Kelly Au' Force

" Base in San Antonio.
- Pentagon officials said last month

that Capt. Hirsch earler had been

" subjected to a polygraph, or he-,

detector, examination as part of a

. routine security check and that the
sest indicated decepnon with regard,

. %D questions about espicnage.
lnvutlgatnrs also found chssuﬁed

SEPT. 28, 1989

Air Force prOceedmg cautiously in spy probe of captam

docu:nc.:: in a car belonging to
Capt. Hirsch, an apparent violation
of security rules, and discovered

bank accounts totaling more than

-$120,000.

Capt. Hirsch also had traveled to
Austria, France and Italy in recent
months. |

The combined circumstantial evi-

dence provided investigators from

the Air Force Office of Special In-
vestigations with a standard profile
of an espionage suspect, officials
said. :
After initial press reports of the
case, some Pentagon officials ap-
_peared to back away from the spying
allegations and relatives of Capt.
Hirsch were quoted in published re-
ports as saying the officer, born in
Czechoslovakia, was frugal and
probably accumulated the large

~ bank deposits over several years.

But Mr. Rice said yesterday: “1
would say it was a reasonable de-

“cision, from what I've seen, to ini-

tiate an investigation.” He declined
to elaborate on the information that
triggered the probe.

He said it was un_fonunate" that
s0 much of the preliminary informa-
tion about the case was made public.

.“Becsause it was cleerly prema-
ture and piecemeal,” he said. “And
depending on how the whole thing
evolves, that could turn out to have
been detrimental to the individual
formgoodreamautldothmklt
was a reasonable )ndgment to ini-
tiate an investigation.”

- Pentagon officials said Capt
‘Hirsch declined to take a sécond lie-
detectnr test and requeszed legal

counsel. He is suspected of passing
secrets to the Soviet Union, officials
said.

At Tempelhoff, Capt. Hirsch was
chief of the engineering and installa-

tions branch of the electronic listen-
" ing post and was responsible for ser-

vicing and installing the base'’s
commupications systems.

He held a top-secret security
clearance that would have provided
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‘lum with access 10 U.S. érectronic

monitoring operations and capabil-

_ ities, as well as information about the

codes used w scramble US. and
NATG communications. - _
Tech. Sgt. Edward Rasco, a
spokesman for the Electronic Secu-
rity Command, said yesterday that
Capt. Hirsch remains confined to
Kelly Air Force Bue dunna the in-
vestigation. N

-_-alrlineri into the seaoff Sicily i m
oy J)
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Air crash j

mystery
deepens

ROME (Reuters) — Mxhtary
dar operators have started a polmcal
- ‘storm with new evidence on a myste-
rious 1980 Italian plane crash that
contradicts statements by generals
and ministers and fuels auegauons
" of a cover-up.
The evidence | given to magmntes
Tuesday by three air force sergeants
" contradicted aepeated official state-
‘ments saying military radar oper-
ators did not see the crash. -

It broke a wall of military’ suence 5
~.overthedeathsot81 _people in the .

crash on a domestic mgm of 8 DC
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vious speculanon tnat the DC-9 was
sccidentally shot down by an ltalian
‘or foreign fighter pursuing another
plane carrying either Libyan leader
- Col. Moammar Gadhafi or an escap-
'ing Libyan rebel air force officer. }
" Italian newspapers splashed the |
controversy on their front pages yés-
terday under headlines™ like “Nine
\bnrs of Lles and “‘me Lies of the

: Ugo Mchnoh. a leader of the op-
‘position Communist Party, de-
‘manded an unmedme _parliamen-
“tary debate. -
- .“Members of “the governmem
-chiefs of staff, senior leaders of the
armed forces have deliberately and
‘shamelessly lied to Parliament and
‘the country, Whoever is responsible
fnrhldmgthetruthmus‘tbemdeto, ]
Peolo Bamsmzzx, Chamber of .
'erunez leader for the Liberal
Perty-—ememberottheﬁvepany ‘

"he ende:xec also revi\ed pre-“
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~ |Ialian Think Tank’s Report Suggests -
- 'U.S. Military Rolein 1980 Airliner Crash

o By Lauma Coisy -

- . aqf“lltm' of TuE WaLl STRERT JOURNAL

9 LAN, ltaly~Nine years ago today,
an lalian commercial airliner on its way
to Palermo from Bologna crashed into the
“| %ea near the Sicilian islang of Ustica, kill-
ing all 81 people aboard. The cause of the
crash has never been determined.

Now, 2 report by an Italian think tank
puts forward a controversial theory: The
plane most likely was shot down by a Side-
winder AIM-SL missile. The only force in
the Mediterranean that certainly had such
& missile in June 1980 was the U.S. Sixth
Fleet, the report adds.

The U.S. always has denied any respon-
sibility for the crash. A spokeswoman for
the US. Embassy in Rome reiterated
American statements that no U.S. fighters
.| were flying in the area at the time of the

.| crash. The only U.S. aircraft carrier in the
Mediterranean at the time, the USS Sara-
toga, was in port in Naples, she said.

In Washington, a Pentagon spokesmarn
sald: “We did not have anybody in the

. Y‘Bé'"

In the nine years since the so-called Us-
Uica disaster, the crash has been one of It-
-aly’s most talked-about mysteries. Many
people, including Italian investigating
magistrates, politicians and the victims'
relatives, believe there has been a cover-
up; crucial military radar records at two
Separate monitoring posts near the ares
disappeared shortly after the accident.

But whom a cover-up would be protect-
ing has never been clear. Speculation on
the cause of the crash has from a
terrorist bomb to a Libyan missile to a
tragic mistake by Italy's own military. So
far, nothing has been proved.

The new report, by the environmental-
Ist-supported Research Institute for Dis-
armament, Development and Peace,
doesn't speculate as to why or how a U.S.
fighter could have fired on 8 commereial
airliner. Paolo Miggiano, who wrote the re-
port, says: “We're not trying to accuse

- anyone of anything. We are just
that after all these years, we can help the
truth to come out.” :

. JUNE 27, 1989
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The report begins with the premise that
the crash was caused by a missile, a the-_
ory supported by several official Italian re-
ports. Mr. Miggiano subscribes to the the-
ory because records of Rome's Clampino
military airport show an “‘unidentified fly- -
ing object" crossing the path of the air-
liner at a S0-degree angle shortly before
the crash. The object was moving far.
faster than any civilian aircraft and per:
formed maneuvers that military experts
say are typical of an attacking afrcraft.
Other evidence also supports the missile
theory, Mr. Miggiano's report says: Autop--
sles performed on victims® show that

were'special clrgmnfshnéa_max.wa?rqtgq
‘case has jumped back into the headilnes. | -

“ning radar posts closest to the crash with|

.cres has taken up the Ustica affair—it (s at|'
Jeast the sixth afficial investigation, but

bléine’d_ mat"t.he' pfécédure' was 1o ,desltd&‘ :
radar tapes alter 24 hours, unless there{
" The think tank's report comes as the

On Friday. a Rome prosecutor charged 3
Itallan military officlals who were man-

allegedly destroying evidence and with
false testimony. Meanwhiié, a pariiamen-|
tary comumnission on terrorism and massa-

the irst by the parliament—and will begin
questioning the former ministers of de-|-
fense and transport this week. . - |-

shreds of glass entered their bodies far’

WALL STREET JOURNAL
Boeing Acknowledges
Inquiry by Pentagon
Over Its Accounting

Bya Wars STReeT JournaL Staff Reporter

{ SEATTLE-Boeing Co. confirmed that
it's being tnvestigated by the Defense De-

- {partment in connection with its accounting
practices on certain research and develop-

ment work. o

we're cooperating.’’ a spokesman for the
aerospace concern sald. He declined to
comment further. - . . '
In Washington, Pentagon officials also
‘{declined to identify the specific projects
and documents investigators are seeking.
It also isn't clear how much money the in-
vestigation involves.
Over the weekend. the Seattle Post-In-
telligencer reported that, according to in-

“The investigation is ongoing, and |
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der scrutiny is the Sea Lance anti-subma-
rine weapon, which Boeing is developing
for the Navy. . S

The Defense Contract Audit Agency
routinely audits contractors’ books, and it
has autlwrily to subpeona records. The
Boeing investigation also includes the De-
fense Criminal Investigation Service,
which often is called in to help auditors de-

termine whether laws were broken and
whether the matter should be referred to
the Justice Department or other agencies
for further investigation.

Separately. Boeing also ackowledged
that it's being investigated by the Occupa-
tiona) Safety and Health Administration.

Richard Terrill, assistant regional ad-
ministrator for OSHA in Seattls, character-
ized the investigation as a “‘comprehensive
safety and health investigation.” He de-
clined to be more specific.

Justice recovers :
-defense overcharges
The Justice Department has re-
covered $14.3 million from a Mich- -
igan defense contractor who over-
charged the Air Force and Navy
between 1979 and 1983 for ball
bearings. - - o

ternal company memos. the program un-

‘WASHINGTON TIMES
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. Conn.. against Industrial Tec-

. Pg. 2

- Acting Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Stuart E. Schiffer said yester: =
day the settiement resolvesa - - -
lawsuit filed in November 1985 in
U.S. District Court in Hartford, - .

tronics, Inc., of Dexter,

Mich.. by a
former employee. - -

AVIATION
'WEEK &
. SPACE . -
TECHNOLOGY
'JUNE 26, 89

week that is

Secretary Donald Rice and Nat

Pg. 27 " then reinstated $100 million for the project pending
s - . Council, which is due this week. The House

DEFENSE AND ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS worked out a tentative agreement last
10 at least a partial restoration of Fiscal 1990 funding for the
National Aero-Space Plane. Deputy Defense Secretary Donald J. Atwood, Jr., Air Force
ional Space Council Executive Director Mark Albrecht agreed the
program should remain focused on building s single-stage-to-orbit research vehicle, with the Air
’ Dept. originally zerced the service's budget, |-
the recommendation of the National Space
Armed Services research and development.

expected 1o lead to

ministerial appointments. elect the |

the entire nation for 13 days in Ma
and earty June. In fact, offictals sa\® |
yesterday, so many peopie stopped
working to watch that industrial ot |
put dropped 20 percent during the

Apart from the economic cost. of;
offer gavel-to-gavel coverage ] .
thaluglkemmm;'hichv’l&
meet for a few weeks a year, the
Supreme Soviet will be tn session for
an estimated eight months a year.
“We can't afford a C-Span.” quipped
one Foreign official, refery
ring to the U.S. cabie channel that.
covers :

Last night, Soviet television did
broadcast 45 minutes of excerpts
. from the session, which is expected
toemnnue.v‘lthwu;t_mm )
" The :e"ﬁuda face a 21-poiné
mummdmm“t?hm.
plex. controversial measures for the

it is acheduled to review dazens of
Court and top

ia interview, Mr. Lapygl

:

subcommittee voted 10 restore next year's Air Force funding for the program 1o its ofiginal $300- '\’vulwm“!’mﬁ
million level. But NASP advocates believe funding still may be limited to about $200 million. He dly referred to the Sen
. Which would slip the program sbout a year—the maximum delay scceptable 16 industry | viets’ equivalent of the US. “stat|
© . participants. o e ~ T T ware stratege defense system. sayw |
e : N e S ] * o y | that we're creating systems.
|==vs= France Planning to Rejoin NATO |™ g ormer|
..+ FOREIGN . Exclusive French sources have informed the Weekly that France is planning io rejoin NATO, and that it has told
, . | AFFAIRS  NATO officials, through its permanent ambassador 10 the organization Gabriel Robin, that if its conditions were -
| WEEKLY -met it could. as a first step. play an active role in NATO's Air Command and Control System (ACCS). This sys-"
‘-, | JUNE 26 "tem is scheduled to come into service in 1991. NATO has signed important contr
= {Pg. 1 - as Thomson-CSF, Informatique de Systems el de Reseaux (ISR), and Sintra:Alcate] f

e
e
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Rz nell’80 ilmissile,sc%l DC 9 dellavia?
SENZA RIS
ti 1o

Sono ancora moiti i lati o- Al lavoro due commissioni ¢
scuri che l'inchiesta disposta
dal ministro Zanone dovri "mw asrea
chiarire. Come Ia nazionaljid :
del missile che ha abbattuto, la emenoda
: seude!27f' 0°'80,iiDCY po di
dell'ltavia.

no otto E s istituita : '
esperti dell'Aeronautica mili- erm § a2 la n  prima dell'esplosione virs ver Consiglio, ch '
_ ume affiancheranno 1a lo- Wwﬁm‘ dachl. 90 Est. Successivaments, due w%v:%bfl ?;xul? '
' TO opera a quella dell'altra Ma non esistevs alcun ri. oggetti  volanti attraversano 20 8C0f30, KA aVULo una proro-
* commissione istituita dal sc0ntro oggettivo, Mancava is - I'ares del disastro «ad alta ve. di 3 mesi, mentre i legali dei
sidente del Consiglio De Mita. W"‘" sa di locitdv. Quells sers (T ﬂnuuna&ummmm
Un passo in avanti, intanto, ¢ 4 che di Licola, due basi 000 4 una noviul) g & annunciato una serle di inizig-
‘nale hanno stabilito che ls - trollare g sicurezza dei nostri eonduunWtcwun di un dibattito alls Camen,
“sciagura di Ustica fu provocs-  Sioll. La veritd restava a 3.500 banalissimo errore. I missile ‘mentre al giudice istruttore
e da UD mismsile b mons metri di profonditd con la car- fotrebbe essere finito sul DC  PEBNrE . i Ehinde il
8¢ 8i tiene conto che m‘un-' cams acreo Mavia. Rims- ) uratto da una fonte di ca- del te il masi 'dl"”d‘”
o s snculone'd VR0l e o ewis v g ot guly 4 e dels perica
O o oy tempo le ipo- 2ia oy DOY BRIV talls 81§ DRl o el dita- ey & sonclusione del- .
~ .~ tesiche si sono fatte sono mol- rei su ici, ﬁﬁ nei cle dum”'m & . anche consegnaio un clenco di
- te. All'inizio %q.lleuno sveva pmm&n?v spiega. Mﬁ ers in 'mgdnnu. - nominativi di alcune persone -
barlnqs_ubito 1 un eplosive. e quelle presenze misterioss 1. Poche ore del volo I- - sospettate dagli vvocati di es- -
ao's'p':’no'lcliev %"u'-"e'u del eo'f %‘mm o ce o m”' rm“i deilaliors :?i'oem””uud; %.”a'm'& i
' . mo ad sver . 0 ' ' ¢ dists -
- siddetto T4 _(Questo, come ¢ oalizzato le registrazioni di  Presidente Carter. Nel Golfo oediprove. . . . Vs




2 .o {n moto, Bettino C »
. - braeclo destro Glullanio Amate dirle
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Europeo

TOP SECRET/LE CAUSE DELLA TRAGEDIA DI USTICA

_Pihiss Biano - Luig I

 diPanigi

osa c’era di misterioso nella
gara di appalto che assegnd
alla ditta francese Ifremer i
lavort il recupero del
Dc9 abbattuto ds un missile nel cielo
di Ustica 11 27 glugno 19807 B clé che
- o1 stanno chiedends da un palo il
- settimane | servizi segreti luﬂ:ni.
il hfoverno ¢he vuole sapere, che ha
chiesto ai servid di ricostruire la sto-
ria di queli'appalte: troppe cose non
torsano. Vedlamo, :
Siamo nell'ottobre 1980 e il sost-
tuto procuratore della Repubblica
di Roma Giorgio Santacroce, incari-
cato di indagare sul disastro del
Deg abbattuto il 27 giugno nei eleli
di Ustica, chiede per la prims volta
che slano recupersti | resti deil'se-
reo. Ormai gid si fs strada l'l:oml
che il Dc9 sla stato colpito da un
missile. Santacroce invia la sua ri
chiesta al ministero del. Trasport
(allors regnaate il socialista Vin-

cenzo Balzamo). «Mai ottenuto uns

~ rispostas, ha dichiarato Santacroce
- all'’Ewropeo, o
Andiamo avanti. Il ministero stu-
la questione ¢ abbozza un dise:
gno di legge per lo stanziamento ne-

cessario. Ci vogliono eirea dieei mi: -

Hard!. Balzamo gira la pratica alla
residenza del Consiglio. Nel marzo
983, quando capo de! governo ¢

- . Amintore Fanfani (per un periodo di

, ool sei mest), da Palazzo Chigl parte

- { una lertera di risposta al ministro

" | del trasport! Mario Casalinuovo, mi-

Blstro per un breve perioda: «I soldi
* - pon ¢l sono. Veditels tu col budget
.. del ministero del Trasportis. E tutto

- sl ferma 1\. Glorgio Santacroce torna
. alla carica, Nell'atto di formalizza-
done dell'inchiesta (affidata poi al
ﬂludice istruttere Vittoro Bucarelll)

| magistrato rlgete daccapo: «Per

. - eapire qualcosa di questo giallo, & in-
~dispensablle recuperare I'sereos.

Slamo sempre nel 1983 ¢ da allora,

" per tre ann}, Je richieste del giudice

.. rimangono lettera morta, -

., Plena estate 1986. Il presidente

* - della Repubblica Prancesco Cossiga

_ (gis presidente’ del Consiglio nei:

-7 glorni delln sciagura di Ustics) inter
_viene personalmente. B chiede al go-

. verno Craxi: sCoss &l aspeita per il
* rare'su dal fondo del mare il relitto

- dell'sereo?s, Dn qui tutto si rimette

axi incarica il suo

_in grado di tirare su il

- glone

$to trovati attingendo ai tonay riser
vati della presidenza del Consiglio,
«Sono steio o a spingere per la veri-
ths, ha ricordato pochl giorni fa fl
segretario socialista. Intendendo an-
che: «C'¢ qualcuno che non pud dirs
sltrettantos. 1! riferimento, nemme-
no troppo velato, ¢ per Glovann{
Spadolini e per i| suo governe (durs-
10 fino al dicembre '82) che non fu
¢apace di trovare § fondi, .

La rnﬂn parte dunque af recupe-
ro dei relitio e In glustizia sembrs
avvicinarsi al suo obblestive, Ma ee-

:;° che U'Intrigo si complica 4 nuovo.

| deve occuparsi dell'operazione?

- Chi tirerd su F'acreo? Si tratea di un
aoreo italiano, caduto nel cielo italla-
no, quas! sicuramente sbbattuto da
un nissile. Anzi, sia Craxi sla Amato

ne sono arciconvinti. Bottino ha rac- 'O

contato: «Ho riletto nel 1986 Je in-
chieste gid fatte. Ho chiesto ehiari-
ment! all'asronautica militare ¢ ai
servizl segreti, Mi sono convinto che
¢ stato un missile da guerras.

La gara di appalto, in realth una it ,
' ‘ ‘ o S vere: fion avevamo un battello

D eseemas

semplice trattativa privata, viene
vinta dalla societs francese a parte-
cipazione statale Ifremer. If con-
tratto & stipulato con il gludice
{struttore Vittorio Bucarellj che in
quel momento rappresenta lo Stato
italiano, 1 motivi utficiali sono due:
primo, I'offerta dell'lfremer ¢ con-
siderata sconomicamente ragione:

vole. Seconde: I'Ifremer ¢ s ditta

pit attrezzata @ tecnologicamente

avanzats per simili operagioni. Tut-
ta logleo..

B invece no, In primo luog’o‘ &
chisro che nel recupero del De9 e'2
un forte interesse nazionale. Soprat:

tutto se ad abbattere I'nereo ¢ stato, |
come ormai sembra fuor] discussio
e, un missile straniero. B gih curio-
20 ?ulndl che i lavori vengano affi-
dat{ a un pacse che, a tortoo a ragio-

. e, & compreso nella lists dei sospet:

:’1. Secondo: non & vero che | francesi
ell'lfremer fossero allora nll unlef
litte. Gli.

_american| avevano offerto 1a loro
_coliaborasione, Anzi, proprie | go
. yerno Craxl aveva

 preso contatt! em};
Tambascista americana s Roma, B |l
governo Usa aveva masso & dispost:,
un sommergibile da site pro-
fondith per Fotogratare e rilevare le

cordinate dol relitto. La missione

mericana ebbe luogo. Il tommergt
lle"ue':t':b le fotografie e localizzd
atursimente | relittl, La collabora’

chisrissime.

one Usa si lnmrup?e_h. Il messag- | -
fu

fo degli americans
Rnceomn un perito dells commissio-
ne d'inchiesta del ministero del Tra:
-sporti: «Cf fecero capire che in que-
ata storia, una volta eseguiti i rileva
mentl, non volevano pit entrares,
C10 che tuttavia rende sospetta tutta
la vicenda e che ha sollecitata l'ate

tenzione del nostri 007, & il silenzio |

assoluto con cul all'epoca venne
esclusa, forse t

sbrigativamen | =~ -~

te, l'offerta della societa italiana Ssi+
pem, del gruppo Bni. A i

Ha dichiarato all'Buropeo 1l rg .

sidente della Saipem Giovanni Del-

r10, democristiano: eIn quel gior
ni scrivemmo una lettera alla presie
denza del Comiﬁllo per offrire la

nostra disponibilita all'operazione,

Nessuno ¢l ha mai risposto. 1l magi+

strato prefert !'lfremer. Noi, una
italisna, svremmo potuto far

in grade di scendere s quelle pro-
fonditd, ma avremmo potute benis:
simo trovarlo sul mercato, noleg:
r!arlo. magari dalla stessa Ifremer.

nvece fummo esclusis, Perché nes

~suno fino ad ora ha mai rivelsto l'e

" sistenza df una quu]lflep;a offeria

ftaliana?
Tagliata fuort
mer, la cui base operativa & a To-
commessa ¢ comincis a

cuperano la scatols nera del De$. DI

chiara Dominique mr'm!'i cl!llr,ettor.e -
e

delle operazioni navali a lfre

er: «Grazic slle nostre attrezzature [
tuto rapidaments loca- - .

abbiamo
lizzare §l De9s. Ma come? Glullano
Amato non sveva gid ottenuto un sn*
0o prima dalla marina americana
un diffuso rilevamento fotografico
sottomarino ¢ :ulndi soche s coor
dinate precise del ralitto? Non resta:

va che ripescars | resti dell'sere,” * §
e |

i
A

Percheé I'ltremer ¢

perdendo tanto pres :
no atati passati aj francesi |

. ST BRI

la Sniﬁem. la ditta

ne, porto militare francese, ottiens
 a lavorare,
Nel glugno 1987 | tecnici francesi re-




- ftaliant o francesi ail'e

eoltf dalla marioa statunitense op-
pure no? §

Nel mars dells congetturs che per -

otto anni si sono affoilate intorno al
mistero del De9, non pud essere un
cas0 3¢ | nostri servizi di informazio-
ne haono prolprio oaf‘i riesumato |
document! relativi all'appalto lfre-
mer. Proprio ot.gl che rispunta la
s di un caccia straniero. 1 servizl
sagreti italiani stanno Inseguendo
unas pessibile pisia francess. o
Sin dal giugno 1980, quando )'8.
vening Siandard di Londrs azzards

- I'ipotest di un missile sparato da un

caccla decollato dalla portacerei
francese Clemencean, il governo di
Parigi fece notare che Ia portaerel, il
a7 siuguo di quell'anno, aveva dato
fondo all'sacora nel porto di Tolone
proprio quells matdna o che addirit-
tura { suol acrel da combattimente
srano rientratl in patria il .tium
prima. § francesi aggiunsero che, in
ogni caso, | cacels Super Btendard
non hanno un’autonomia operativa
in grado di farli volare fino a Ustics.
Tesi sottoseriiic anche dalla Difess
italiana, Dimenticando tuttavia che;
primo, {'aeronautica francese dispo-
ne di basi in Corsica e quind! in ple-
no Tirreno centrale. Secondo: chs
nella base corsa di Calvi, ha il suo
quartier generale il reggimento On-
zieme Choe, un reparto speciale abi-
litato a sofisticata operazioni belll-
che di pronto intervento. Anche ae-
ronautiche, _

Quaiche incomprensione, Inoltre,;
deve esserci stata tra i servizi segreti
a dell'ineie
dente. Al Sismi (Servizio informazio-

" ni miiitari) che 24 ore doro‘la scla
.

gura chiedeva chiariment! ai servizi
segraci francesi (Sdece), il conte Ale-
xandre De Marenche, capo delle sple

- di Parigi, evitava addirittura di rie
... spondere. 1l governo fransess ha pid
tard| negato di aver mai ricevuto il

fonogramma del Sisml. Qualcuno di
certo, tra i due, ha meatito, -

Un fatto & fuori discussione. Se ¢'8
Stata una vasta operazione di coper-
tura della verita, questa & comincia-

" taun minuto dopo il disastro di Ustl.
- ¢8. | servizi segreti ltaliani dell'epo-

ca hanpo sempre mostrato scarso

.- entusiasmo nell’esaminare la tesi del
- missile omicida, di qualunque nazio-

nalitd esso potesse essere.
Ha dichiarato il 30 settembre 1986

" davand alla Camera I'allora sotcse-

gretario alls presideaza del Consi-

glic Glullano Amaio: «Il Sism! aon
- ha

faito nessuna {ndagine. Sclo tre o
uattro accertamentis, Interpellato
all'Europeo, il senatore Prancesco

| Mszzola, che nel 1980 era delegato .

dal presidente Cossiga al controllo

.. del servizi di sicure2za, ha precisato
- meglio: sNé in via ufficiale, né in via

ufficiosa venne allora formulata dai

- servizl I'ipotesi del missile. Nella
. - -manlera pih assoluta. Ustica fu con*
.+~ siderata un fatto di cui non era ne-
... cessario eccuparsi a livello di intelli-
.- Cgemces. . -

. euramissil

utto quests &, a dir
molto sirano. Tanio pl

il 27 giugno 1980 cade al
centro di una successione di

giornl in cu¥ nel cisli del Mediterra- |

neo ¢'¢ un viavai infernale di capl di
‘Stato, generall, ministri degli Esteri.
L'allora presidents degli Statl Uniti
Jiramy Carter scorrazza da Roma &
Madrid e Lisbona, A Venezia si chiu-
de, Il 23 giugno, il vertice del sette
paesi pid industrializsati con brevi
;gpan lcl vacanziere della signora

atcher ¢ di Giscard d'Estalng. B pg
rroprlo il 27, glorno della sciagurs, |

asciano Ankars in Turchia | mini-
stri degli Bsteri della Nato che sl so°
no lcnplflhu sul problema degli

strategicl. Comprsso il
ministro degli Esteri jtaliano Bmilio

Colombo che vola verso casa.

B chiaro che, ¢on un simile tratfis
¢, 8 di cotanto rango, | cisll, i mari,
ogni centimetro cublco di arla, fos-
sero controllati da une miriade di
servizi di sicurezza, di scorte aeree
militari, da una sconosciuta quantita
di radar o di satellitj da rilevamenta.
E&gg;ﬁ.‘ngu‘unq almeaol finora, ha

ver ntercettato le sequenze

della tragedia de! Dc9, “
un punto, questo, non sufficien-
temente approtondito. I servizi se:
greti tecnologicamente avanzati (e

nel 1980 non era questo il caso Italia-
no) dispangono di sofisticate stazio-
al di ascolto dell’etere ¢ di intercet-
tazione delle comunicaszioni. La
Gran Bretagna pud contare sul
sGovernment communication head-
quarterss, con seimila addetti, con
uns base principale s Cheltonham o
basi disseminate dappertutto, so-
prattutto nel Mediterraneo, da ovest
& est, per esempio ad Akratirl & C}-
pro, g!ﬁ alire sconoselute, Gli ameri:
can hanno la Nsa (National security

agency) con ua bilancio superiore di

“politiet, 30°§ """‘d'e"itb‘,',*ai e Ine |
eompumlbl,le'.‘ﬂg’lq 1980 1o rr? mi’;‘:... o
All'interno della Nato, | governi di-

battevano attraverso grandi faceras -

tioni se installars o no gli euromissi-

i americanl. Se In que! giorni gli ite-

aveva abbattuto per errore un sereo
civile, di certo Comiso non avrebbe
mal avuto la
nucleare. S ,
Ci sard mal une verita? Al p
dente del Co,uaidlio Ciriaco De Mita
che chiedeva ufficialmente la colla:
razione dell’Alleanza atlantica
» soluzione del mistero, gioved) §0
novembre, il segretario generale dej-
1a Nato Manfred Woerner ha rispo

U #to: «Vidaremo tuste le informazioni

¢che abbiamo». Dal quartier enerale
Nato di Brux’clle% ud l'r‘rivnn'“
un'informazione vitale. La «Situs.
tlon rcoms di Mons, vicino Bruxel-
les, & P'ufficio da cul i} governo lta°
liane potra sapere quali forze acro-
navall agivano nel mar Tirreno il 27
glugno del 1930 o
Le informazion! della Nato. 1 e
:uﬁ:tlddelh perizia uicogn in corso
ndra su tre quarti del rotiami
del D9, Una auova collaborazione

del servizl segreti stranierl. La rab-

bia delle forze armate italiane tirate
in ballo come responsabili della tra
gedia, Sono tuttl elementi che oggi
avvicinano alla soluzione del mister
ro. A meno che, di nuovo, qualeuno
chieda di recuperare ancora F'uliimo
oblb del De9 nelle profondits di Usti~
ca. Magari con altrl 7 miliardi e
un'slira esplorazione sottomarina.
Nauraimenie dell'ifremer. s

sei volte a quelio della Cia. Analoghl

serviel hanno | francesi, | tedeschi,
Il isracliani, Si tratta di stazioni in

unzions ventiquatt»'ore su ventls . -

quattro,

Possibile che nessuno abbis cat-
turato le ultime comunicazioni ra:
dio del Dc9 ¢, soprattutto,

del cac

cia assassino ¢ la sua base? Bd &

dibile che nessuno di questi ser+
:f:i ma. :rl in via ufﬂclgu. abbla

offerto alle autorith italiane, civilio

militari, o agli stessi servizi segreti
come m:‘rcﬂ,dl scambio, quests in-
tercettazion :

Sono tutti slementi ¢he contribul-
scono a sostenere la tesi di una co*
pertura organizzata della veritd. Po-
¢he osservazioni bastano a capire

no come a‘glmc contrapposts nell
indagini. C'? un pacse, con la sua ae-
ronautics, raponubde della morte

I'cnormita degli interessi che aglsco- -

di 81 persone, che manovra ¢ intrigs
affinché ognl prova venga cancella:

- ta, Cl sono politicl ¢ ,
-forsa I'ordine di tacere ai militari

{talianl per superiori motivi di inte~ -

resse nszionale. O ¢l sono militard

.- che forse hanno taciuto Is verita M

he hanno dato

liani avessero saputo che un missile

sus base missilistica \
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llGloma.le I

.

e alimenta la macabra danza di i o

“Il'l‘gl‘co‘tlnixanuovav

«Tedesco il missile di Ustica

isul Dc¥9

t

-

‘Washington. Lo rivsiaii por-

- ronow, sUno di jJoro =

" Roma - Non tu amaricano
U missile-killerdi Ustins, e fl
nastro delia verita non sta &

tavods dell’ambusciasta ame-
ticans 4 Roma: Non ssisto-
istrusioni

vddafi sono false ¢
prive df fundamentos. Le pa-
ole dol portavoos america-
20 sbarrano forae per sen-
Jrs una porta che sembrava
assersl aperta neglt ultimi
ylorni. Possiblle, ¢i si chie-
dsva. cho la portavro «Sara-
w0gay, alla fonds « Napoli,
A0R AVeRss vistd uun le gue
potentissime antenne s
osione del De-9 Itavia il
glugno 18807 -
Inottoanni, i} governoita-
i{ano pon aveva chiesto 1 ne-
atri agli americani (nd alla
Nato). Oggi, gii Statl Unitl
dichiarano 4l non poter for-
aire alls nasoente commis.
sione d'indagine De Mita (si
insedierd probabliments {rs
g5t ¢ domani) alcuns trao-
oia radar che smascheri i}
killer. L'affaire si Ia cosl piti
intricuto, ¢ rischia ansi df
was{ormarsi o una tragica
farss, in un macabro ballet-
1o di presunte rivelasiont ¢
puntuali smentits.
Venslone Tg Betle. 8l roto-
«alco del Tgl & tornato leri
sera sul ecasc Usticas. Nelle

- precedent! puntate aveva

tparato a gurocontrol’Arma
agsurra: a tirar giu U Da-p

- [taviu surebbe atato un ceo-

Jia italiano che mirava in
realtd & un radio-barsagiio.
Versione seccaments smen-
Hta, prims dal ministro del-
i Difvsa Valerio Zanone,
pui da) Consiglio dei mini.
itri. 1.4 Tv di Stato aveva de-
<isu Al ovitaro 1) strise. Inve:
ae, iari aura | telespettatori

re le stoncoertant! dichisrs-
slonidi Panto Bonaty, 57an-
i, ox dipendentu della Sele-

-aia, «Un nomse simileal mio
« racoonta il “tastimone -

4ra nella listo del passeggert
scomparsi. Decinsdiamioie
conosoents, -soprattutto
Juulil che avevano lavorato
con me nel poligono aereo
sperimentale interforse ai
3alto di Quirzs, mi telefona:
088-

e Bonatt! = mi riveld ohe

- .- sdabbattervil Dc-ferastato
© dn missile lanciato da un

saccis tederou, in volo per
mercitasiond.

1l valivolo militare, decol-
»alo da Martiny Franea (ma
AMarting Friunca non o' un

" seroporio bensl un centro

" adar, L'asroparto pin vick

au & » Cicls dul Colle, 36/40
<m in linea d'miu, ndr),

So- vlegginve in “autonatico”,
: mrammtp cint per I'au.

odifesne.

“sBulla Eua rotts - insiste

Jlex impiogato Selenia = in:

- 3rould, fuorl orario o fuort
- quota, 11.Do9 Itavia, K fu la
... sragedia. Boonvalto, 4l pilo-
", ¢ha sveva un nomé dl

. Pinsdel racconto.

italiuni hunno potuto segul-

chiara origine polacea, Du.
browski o qualcosa di simi.
la, ntterrd pooo dopo nella
o820 sarda dl Decimoman.
nu.ll glorno succesivo fu
rimpatriato in gran frettas,

1l signor Bonatt! non ri-
oorda {§ nome .dall'amiog
cha gli feus la confidensa.

| Porse, dice, fu Vingegner
Vittorio Cald. Mortn da sel
-annl, La vedova oon § in gra-
do di confermare né amentl-
ro. L'ambasciata tadoscs &

‘aereo sarebbe decollato da Giola del Colle e atterrato pol in Sardegna -

bas, asoludeche N «Gueprat. - - -
tes (il cacclatorpedintere . ..
franoese chiamatoin oauss)
fosseatiressatoperlanciare - -
missill. Bolocannonids 100 . .
m perspararsatar- o

Tori sera Dentro la notizia, .
i1 Tg di Ratequattro, hatnve- =~ -
¢e sostenuto che §l giorno :
dall'incidents pasti dallaba. - -
secorandi Bolensataunas - - -
redcaricod'armiperiribelly - - -
anti-Gheddati ai ruk.La - . -
Lonte? Un rapporto def servi. ‘
sl Un episo-

Roma, invace, amentisco. La |

. vedazione del Tg Setts Ia sa-

pere di caver cercato invano :

nel giorni scorst prove oer-

ton, .

Il Giornale ha telefonato
{ori sora al centro di Marting
Prancs ¢ i d sentito dire da
un ufficlale (che ha chissto
dl non citare U suo nomas)
chelaseradel 37 glugno 19080
non ¢f furono moviment! ae:
rei da Giola del Colle. E pai,
% mal conospibile che in
tampo di pace un pilota di
enccia attraverst I'Italis con
'auto-difean inserita?

Versions Gheddall, Per il
oolonnello {1 killer & a atelle
¢ strisce. Un missile Usa.
Gheddadl giurs di poterio

are, ourts slla mano, in .
4 ore (o il suttosegretario :

slle Pinanse, il libarale Ste-
fano De Luca, sollecita 2a-
‘none ohtodem’m.). L'am-
" busalatore di Libia a Roma,

Shulgun, bs preoisato perd
che il fascioolo della varits
enon & stato fatto dai libiol
ma dagli atess! italian{, con
la indugini giudisiarie ¢ con
Quells glornalistiches. Tem.
pestiva o scontata la reasio-

ns & Roma: «Un socusa,
qQuelladi Gheddaff, assolutsa.
mente talsa @ priva di fonda.
montos.

segret! tranc -
dio mn“%; Sollagwre slia.
Marco Venturs .

¥

ne doll'ambasciata amarics- -

| Stat! Uniti ¢ Nato ribadt. -

' 80ONO Uhs NESSUR MOSSO Ae-

1 T80 O nuvals sra opsrative
nel Tirreno al momento de!
disastro. L

Frattanto, Ia «Voce repub-

‘blicanan eritica il presidente

 della Ragions Bicilia, Rino
Nicolosi, per aver consenti-
$0 & Gheddafl, sndando &

' Tripoli oof glornalisti, di

lanciare le sus soouse anti.

americans.

sseroitasioni frango-italia.
ne a Capo Teulada, all'eatre:
mo limite sud daila Bards.
guoa, 1126 0 37 giugno, 51 mind.
" stero della Difess ha subito
precisato che tutte le unitd
auvall italisie evano In pore

2% giugno, }a mattina dell'in:
eidents. Anchs quells fran.
g;nnaoua nottetraiis8e il

Con un'aggiunta: I'addatto
navile dell’as
-Franela s Roma, il oapitano

Presunte esercitasion] mi-
Utarl. Un giornaie ha soste: -
nuto leri che srano tn corso

cosi avevano intsrrotto J'at.

i vascello Jean-Piarte Le- - £

A3

toaCaglisrientroleoveddal

ambasciata di




ghiara I'ex ministro della Difesa Lelio

m rprupusta in questi giorn! signifi-
gherebbe che i ngslri m,uud hnlmo

Y
f,
m%‘m Zanone ha (atto ribadirc

fempre lamate, Se le conclusioni
) liudgeéc Bucarelll dovessero smen-
Hre la “verdta” dei generali, questi
-ducument! potrebbero diventare assal
£om) etientl per | loro firmatarl,
i mo & dover rispondere sarebbe
3 cm di Stato maggivre dell’Acro
mutice di allore, gencrak: Lamberto
4]

ucel, che in questi glorni ha

" Ia testa ¢ In fondo Id. ni fogllo
:I'l:l 'l:wt!m“br 'Rl‘urvu?‘. ulndd Iln
i (] unio® ¢ l'oggetto del.
: l'lnbrmntlv‘:? “Incldente -

Sono | documentl che il Sigmi ha

ad abbatiere il De 9 dell'dtavia.

olare: «

8 fare con Ia ricére
sambrano estranal § fortl

m:{o dell'ltavia od
. delle vitimen,

zlong,
solonik d'insabblamento volta
tesponsabiliid,

Cosl, Infatt, mentre
stalo causato ds un missile

dtale sauselo
da un missile lanciaio da un
accla della nave (francess,
i Bon ervde allipotes!

8 non ereds all'lpote
-“iel mlsslie » earca, .In fuul |
dnedl, & dimostearlo prenden.
2o n esame L diverse possibl. -
Nk, 8t ¢ nel documentio:
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) abbattuio ds un )
“ailsslls sy 0 perarrorer in

fonsulica ¢ doj wrvis] ‘sepretis, db

v eluttl excluscry categorica. -
menie ml Implicazione: se 11,
gludice s¢ confermate la versio-

mentito ai politicls, :
-Un Wﬁ%‘ che ormai affiora da,
' Nul glugno scorso i) mini- . ¢
, . pensare che otlo anni di occultamenti
per writto al suol capi di Stato mag:
sglore le affermazioni di “Innocenza™

Usties™. -
invianto al governo e In
sut  servizio segreto militare di Ia sua versione de! fatd.
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i L relszione del Bimﬁ sl apre e:hn n‘na nad ne
SOI"! sospetio e | continul tentat
z lare I'ipoteal che it Dec 9 sia etato
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interessl economicl legudl a) cvlm‘l
all'enlith del risarcimento del

_ Quindl 1} Slsmi entrs nel merito dalla vicenda. Legaia-

| nel Medltarraneo, colnvolgendo | Servizl d'in.
»» In questo quadro viene adombrats unas

A tale scopo | faitl ven
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sl alferma che l'lnela

gono presantati in

lanciato da un velivolo

Bbleo (ritrovato 21 glorn! dopo, distrutto sul monti della
Nll‘,'d continua & sosteners ' '
she lo stesso incidente (del De : : ) .
, nele) earebbe : ] \

sacgnhosamenic quatiicato efatse ¢ in-
famantis lo notizic che gettano so-
sptti sull’Acronsutica militare. Mo
od casere chiamalo In csusa potrebbe
esscre un plit ampio ventagfio di ge
rarchie militaris, procisa il scnatore | \
Antonio Giolittl, uno degli csponenti’
de! Comitato per la verith su Ustica,
sdal semplicl uMiciall addetti al verl
rader milltari ai capl di Stato maggio-
re di allora ¢ di . & responsabiii
ol servizi sogretl; & perd difficile

sizho avvenuti senza fa responsabilith
di uomin| politici 8 livello di governo;

bisognerh capire se i ministrl che
allora dledero rispuste periomeno o

vasive lo fecero per nza, per

complicita, o per e,op#rc quaiche se-
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rmato dal direttore del Slsmi Fulvio Martini, in cul
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ment! sull'incidente di Ustica.
H Bervizlo blﬂunrﬁo
to per lecritio
slemaentl

-d lle eoclnvolgi.
:l;q:bw.t:ru.m f1bd.

.lslmlla:lhd Servizl (segredl, -
™

abbls imbroglisto v cane -

- pemerin iy
impossidlicche i mle <

. nistrl di aliora non abbla.
- no capito nulls: mi sugu. -
" - 1o possa risultare che s
oo statl sollanty dugll - "t

cdutis;
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- ministro del Tesoro Giu.

lano Amato, proforisce

centrare tutti { sospetti sul -
sembra verusimile che -
gl Statl magglori abblano nascusie
ualcosa ai responsabill det guvernus, -
1 prossimi glorni,
latente tra uominl in divisa ¢

-vischis di trasformarsd in un platcale ..

litiel

proposito era stata inixlalmente svan-
sata Uipotesi che ol trattasse di yn
missile IR. In tale casb purd i missile
auloguldato sulle font dl -
quindl sul motorf. Cadrebbs cosl ls prova ~*
h'. - :'L':’L ‘ipotes] dell'espiosio- -
uns passeggers, che sos _ 8! u,: d-
* ne dall'esterno. 81§ allora prospetiats quella df un missile

trovato nel d

fubbllu. & guids radar che sarebbe e nells zona del carvelio,
conslderasione  Anche quests Ipotesi presentsva perd del pund debol,
Infatd, nel enoo di un misslle & guids radar sl sarebbe
sbbattuto ds  dovula presumers la preciss volnm? dsl pliota di abbatters
#l Dc 9 escludendo quindl I'errore mceidentales.
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- @ Mario Sclaioja dotlo : w&m ol
~Nelle duecento pagine df - , che d tradta di forl prove- -

appunti gla consegnate al da sposceund di motal-
- giudici, gll esperti i
§ riferiscono tutil gli elemen m dal buun s

a sostegno della tesi che il De Giw che § comunicau

gizs

9 dell'Itavia fu abbattutoda . - o s - por ln cus
un missile. E qui riveliamo il m‘ﬂ‘“""mm‘w sl eVorp .

. contenuto del
- doasier finora segreto

Fyrima Francesco  Cossiga, ﬂ ,'“
P Bettino Craxi, achosso Cistaco Do -
Mita: due prosidenti del Consde v
iv ¢ un presideate delfan Repubblicn
no gid chicslo la verith xul dieos 01
SIrU Ul Ustica. | maggion Ivader polis
cl sonu vimai convintl che in quosti.
ollo annl unu trama di reticenae, -
dupistaggl ¢ menzogne ¢ satu ordita
e nascundere ¢io che davveru s
cudde alle 20,58 ded 27 giugno 1980,
quando il De 9 liavia, in volo da
Bolugna u Paulernu, venne abbatiute -
cun Bl persune a bordu.
Ma advasv quella veritd, o parte
quella veritd, ¢ a portata di invono; #
udice istruttore Vitlorlo Bucarelli
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pagine di appunti, analisi ¢ visudiati
che custliulscony  un'antici -
della relizlone fnale del collegio dol -
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dal scitimanale televisivo Ty 7 che .
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/4 negli ambicnti militard ¢ puliticl: una
d ploggiu di Interrugazioni parlamonds.
‘B ri; una grandinaly di smentite; da
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. ita af minliro della Difesa Valorio -
| Zanone a svolgere un esupplemonio 1o
di_ indagines ta gli Stati magglor., -
- sPer quunto ne s agli alli dod QW
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§ l'Acmmuut‘l?g U TP lcm .".ﬁ-»
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" g'entra con Ustica. Il tederco

© apettave di essore trascinato

LAl stampa Bnaly — ohe ha

1 4 cooperazione aviseats | -
probabiimente solo a tivello |

| da formall richieste gludisle.

ROMA = La Nato non.

Manfred Woemer, neosegre-
tario genersin dell'Allvanss
Atlantiea, alia qua prima vigi-
ta ufficinle in Italin non s'a.

nella bufera delle polemiche
sullg riceroa dells responaa-
bilith pez la teagedia del DO-
9. Ma la sus rizposta slls pri-
me domanda nelia eonferen.

fatto da corobario ai solloqud
dreott!, Zanone ¢ Spadolin|
= § farma nel tono, ansd see-
oL «Posso affermare yfcial-
mente che nel perfodo dal 16
maggio al 27 setiembre 1080
non ¢'era atata aloung mano-

sUgEI! meplegablimente al-

Iinstaliazione d) Marsala
Un'smmissione  ehiarg
Woerner 'ha comungque fat-
ts, quando alla fing ha preci.
aato: « 8¢ dico che non 0¥ ata-
fa alcunag manovra Nalo pos.
00 affermario con sicuressa
perchd pario eome segretario
pensrale dell'Allsansa. Ma
sulla impedisce ehs singols
manovre véngano svolle dal
Pazsl membdrt della Nalo. £

fo mﬁommw in
nome degli Stall UntH, della

Franoia, dells Germantaodi |'

alirl Paesis, Insomma, e i
Nato come Alleanss «non Ag
nulla da2 narcondere ¢ for
nira al governe aliano tut-
la_ l'assistensa’ necessaria

vra della Nato neli‘area inle-

' reasate al disastro di Vstica

- dichiara Woemner —, & ¢co-
e segreiario penerale della
-Nato voglio assicurare che
Jaremo tutfo 1! posstbile per
arrivare alla verita, forngn. .
do tutto l'ajuto necessarto, g6
richicsto-, :

E che questo ajluto verrd pl-
ehiesto ¢ git assodato. Nel
lungo incontro avuto a Palas-
so Chigl eon De Mita, Woer-
-ner & stato informato della
¢reaxione d! una commissio.
ne ainchiesta governative
che solleciterd ufficiatmente .
in collaborasione dells Nato.
Perché nogll otto anni dl tn.
daginl questo atuto ancora
non ora stato richiesto? L'ex
ministro tedesco, visiblimen.
ta infastidito dal fuoco di fils.
di domande tutte centrate
sul cnso-Ustica e non sul i
sarmo Est-Ovest del quale

| commissione

nella ricerca della veritd.,
Woerner non intende affiatto
prendersi 1s responsebiltith df
-garantire sulle aventuali ma-
novre gvoite autonomamaen.

.%o da altd Paes! nel Basso
Tirreno.

La Nate ol chiama fi2ort, ma
nenumeno {1 suo segretario
generale ae la sente di esolu.
dere altre responsabilith,
mentre 2anone in Parlamen.
to oontinun a negare chy sin-
no state ls Forse armate fte-
Hane & eausare errore
Vabbattimento del DC-9 nel
mare di Ustica. Allora? Lla
governativa
ppens insediata da De Mita
dovrd guardare af nuovo, con

ben maggiore attensione e

et venutos parisrea Roma, -

i ¢ sforzato nella conferensa
stampa di non ventr meno al-
le sue doti diplomatiche. Ha
eercato dl essere convincen.

te, precisando che se Ja Nato .

ha g4 fornito questa risposta

significa che hs wvolto datte -

sue indagini, sollecitate at.
‘traverso qualohe ecanales,

per rispondore alle «preocou-
pasiont ital '

M, nonostante i sue pa- .
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UNCLASSIFIED

TALKING PAPER

on

THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980

- Press reports that our 6th Fleet passed a radar recording
to the investigating magistrate are false.

= There are no such recordinés that we are aware of.

- Our Department of State has passed on all available infor-
mation that they have on the two Americans named in your press
to your Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

- I note that Prime Minister De Mita has named a governmental
commission to investigate the crash.

- Is there anything else we can do to help you?

Mr. Lazarus '

OASD/ISP (Eur Pol)

X-72201 L:4:14 BOQ Q7
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UNCLASSIFIED

BACKGROUND PAPER

on

THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980

Speculation on responsibility for the downing of the Itavia
DC-9 at Ustica in 1980 continues to focus on the Italian Air
Force. ' :

On 17 November, Prime Minister De Mita named seven members of
a governmental commission that will investigate the mysterious
crash of the airliner.

The Italian Press has fastened onto statements by Zanone and
Air Staff Chief Pisano that did not explicitly exclude the pos-
sibility of involvement by Allied aircraft. They are off pursuing
a possible FRG connection at this time.

Press reports that "the 6th Fleet passed a radar recording a
few days ago to the investigating magistrate" ... “"from the day
of the crash made by a U.S. aircraft carrier berthed in Naples"
have been proven false by the U.S. Navy.

-

Mr. zarus
OASH/ISP (Eur Pol)

X-72201 L:4:14 UNCLASS[F,ED B()C_ ‘)8



UNCLASSIFIED | ®

TALKING PAPER

oN

THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980

- We have asked our JCS and pertinent commanders for any additional
information they might have to help your government in its investi-
gation of the June 1980 air tragedy near Utica.

- We are in the process of finalizing that report to you and will
have it to you within the next few days.

- As our earlier, but much briefer report stated, the conclusion
of the new report indicates no U.S. involvement.

- We hope that this final report is helpful to your government.

Mr. Lazarus
OASD/ISP (Eur Pol)
X=-72201 L:4:14
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UNCLASSIFIED Q)

BACKGROUND PAPER

on

THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980

Speculation on responsibility for the downing of the Itavia
DC-9 at Ustica in 1980 continues to focus on the Italian Air
Force.

On 17 November, Prime Minister De Mita named seven members of
a governmental commission that will investigate the mysterious
crash of the airliner.

The Italian Press has fastened onto statements by Zanone and
Air Staff Chief Pisano that did not explicitly exclude the pos-
sibility of involvement by Allied aircraft.

Press reports that "the 6th Fleet passed a radar recording a
few days ago to the investigating magistrate” ... "from the day
of the crash made by a U.S. aircraft carrier berthed in Naples"
have been proven false by the U.S. Navy.

We have already responded to one request from the Italian
Government for information (copy attached), and are presently
answering a second. A copy of the regquest is also attached.

Both reports indicate no U.S. involvement.

The results of one Italian investigation have been "leaked”
to the press with the conclusion being that the aircraft was
downed by an air-to-air missile.

Mr. Lazarus
OASD/ISP (Eur Pol)

I UNCLASSIFIED Yoc 166
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UNCLASSIFIED

BACKGROUND PAPER

oN

THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1988

Speculation on responsibility for the downing of the Itavia
DC-9 at Ustica in 1988 continues to focus on the Italian Air
Force.

On 17 November, Prime Minister De Mita named seven members of
a governmental commission that will investigate the mysterious
crash of the airliner.

The Italian Press has fastened onto statements by Zanone and
Air Staff Chief Pisano that did not explicitly exclude the pos-
sibility of involvement by Allied aircraft.

Press reports that "the 6th Fleet passed a radar recording a
few days ago to the investigating magistrate" ... "from the day
of the crash made by a U.S. aircraft carrier berthed in Naples"
have been proven false by the U.S. Navy.

We have responded to two requests from the Italian Government
for information (copies attached). Both reports indicate no U.S
involvement.

The results of one Italian magesterial-level investigation
concluded that the aircraft was downed by an air-to—air missile;
however, the results of the formal federal-level investigation
have been "leaked" to the press with the conclusion being that
the aircraft was downed by some sort of bomb placed on the air-
craft.

Mr. Lazarus
OASD/ISP (Eur Pol)

X-722081 L:6: UNCLASS‘F"ZD BC’C
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. W
THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ‘6‘/

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

15 MAY 1989

His Excellency Rinaldo Petrignani
Ambassador E. and P.

Embassy of Italy

1601 Fuller Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

Pursuant to your request of 23 March 1989 and your office call
with the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, on 27 March 1989, another
review was conducted of U.S. records for additional information that
might be useful to the Government of Italy in its ongoing investi-
-gation of the ITAVIA DC-9 crash on 27 June 1980.

Headquarters, US European Command, conducted a review of its
records based on the expanded gquestions in your 23 March 1989 aide
memoire. Details of the review are listed below.

a. US Aircraft Airborne on 27 June 1980.

(1) U.S. Navy historical record checks 'document that the
air wing embarked in USS Saratoga flew twenty-one sorties from
Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily on 27 June 1980. The last
aircraft landed at 1618 local time, well before the reported 2100
local time Ustica air crash. Also, U.S. Navy primary data files
for air-to-air missile carriage and expenditure document zero
captive flight or firing records for aircraft squadrons of USS
Saratoga or any other squadron of the Sixth Fleet between the days
of 26 June and 28 June 1980.

(2) USAF records held at the 7555th Tactical Training
Squadron at Decimomannu, Sardinia, reveal that there were no US
Navy flights out of Decimomannu on 27 June 1980, nor was there any
use of the Capo Frasca air-to-ground range on that date. The records
also indicate that daily flying operations by elements of Headquarters,
U.S. Air Forces in Europe (USAFE) at Decimomannu were completed by
1700 hours local time. Therefore, all USAF aircraft were on the
ground at the time of the incident.

b. Voice, Radar, and Other Recordings. No voice or radar
recordings of air traffic in the Tyrrhenian Sea for the evening of
27 June 1980 are currently available. The procedures in use at the
time called for such recordings to be retained for only 24 hours,
unless unusual circumstances required a longer period. The absence
of records indicates that nothing abnormal was detected. Ships in
port are required to shut down radar systems; therefore, the majority
of the Sixth Fleet ships were not capable of monitoring traffic in
the areas where they were berthed.

56061



c. Position of SARATOGA and its Task Force. The Enclosure
provides the positions of Sixth Fleet ships for the evening of
27 June 1980. The listing was extracted from the Sixth Fleet
Employment Schedule, ships' deck logs, and command histories obtained
from the Naval Historical Center. "

With regard to your verbal question to Admiral Crowe concerning
Italian press reports that allege then-Secretary of State Muskie was
flying in the area at the time, the Department of State confirms
that Mr. Muskie was in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, when the incident
occurred. He traveled from Ankara, Turkey, on 26 June, arriving in
Kuala Lumpur at 0245 Italian time on 27 June 1980.

I hope that these comments from the final review of available

U.S. records are helpful to your government in settling this
investigation.

Sincerely,

:::_} J ..J *-.r.r"«-)

Enclosure: Donald J Atwood
As stated



ENCLOSURE

SIXTH FLEET SHIP POSITIONS ON 27 JUNE 1980

SHIP

SARATOGA
DAHLGREN

DALE

D.B. BEARY
BRISCOE

COMTE DE GRASSE
STUMP

EEWES

‘MC DOMNELL
VREELAND

PUGET SOUND
PAWCATUCK
GUADALCANAL
NASHVILLE
PENSACOLA
LAMOURE COUNTY
BARNSTABLE COUNTY
AUSTIN

SANTh‘B*REARA

LOCATION

Naples (Anchorage)

Naples (Moored Molo Angioino)

Asgean Sea (En route Athens)

Asgean Sea (En route Athens)

Athens

Athens

Palma, Spain

Palma, 8paiﬁ

Palma, Spain

Palma, Spain

Palza, Spain

Palma, Spain

Carboneras, Spain (Training Anchorage)
carboneras, spain (Training Anchorage)
Carboneras, Spain (rraininq'hnchoravﬂ)
Carboneras, Spain (Training Anchorage)
Carboneras, Spain (Training Anchorage)
Approx 38 13N, 005 17E, Westdound at
2719002 Based on 2710002 and 2806002
positions.

Sousse, Tunisia

Enclosure



SYLVANIA
RIGEL
CALOOSAHATCHEE

KALAMAZOO
RECOVERY
NEOSHO
GILMORE
ORION
SPADEFISH
LAPON
SEAHORSE
GREENLING

LOCATION

Zastern Nediterranean (Departed Haifa
26 June, Arrived Augusta Bay 30 June)
Malaga, Spain

Malaga, Spain

Asgean Sea (Departed Athens 26 June,
Arrived Cagliari 30 June)
Villefranche, rrﬁnc.

la Spezia

Kalazata, Greesce

la Maddalena

la Maddalena

la.uaddilnna

c:;tral Mediterranean

Central Mediterranean

Central Mediterranean

NOTE: Only the SARATOGA, DAELGREN, DALE, BRISCOE,

COMTZ DE GRASSE, STUMP, EEWES, AND VREILAND vers

surface-to-air missile capadble in 1980.

a Enclosure



